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  NEWSLETTER 

 

SOUTH LAKE SIMCOE NATURALISTS 
SLSN is an affiliated not-for-profit Member of Ontario Nature. 

Telephone 905-722-8021     (www.slsnc.ca)  

Research Partner with The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca) 

 

Well, 2024 has arrived, and now that we are well into February it seems like the 
warm autumn of last year. Now with continuing record breaking cloud, rain and 
high temperatures and rather little snow this winter, it has kept us in a time-warp. 
Not needing the snow shovel much, it certainly has been different than expected. 
Active annual SLSN winter sport outings (snowshoe, ski touring, winter walking) 
were provisionally planned for mid-January and February but, were not 
undertaken as trails and forest locations were muddy, icy, and not safe. Though, 
as you will see things have improved and we have scheduled appropriate safe 
naturalist outings now, into May. 

In the newsletter there are reports of two trips in October and November. Earlier 
last year our interesting local exploration trips in the south Lake Simcoe region 
inspired us to plan outings farther afield in the autumn. This has been the 
tradition of SLSN over many years as those regularly attending outings are aware, 
including unique spring sojourns.  

In this light we were reminded that the South Lake Simcoe Naturalists began 40 
years ago last autumn and has grown and evolved to what we are today. Ontario 
Nature recognized this and had a small celebration at a regional fall meeting 
including significant anniversaries of other local organizations, that three of our 
members attended.  

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/
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Unfortunately, as you are aware the executive continues to keep on top of new 
COVID notices. The global pandemic over much of the world is still apparent. And, 
into November 2023 COVID-19 concerning variants (some different than past 
omicron based), and other influenzas surges and RSV, and now even measles, 
have been occurring. We all knew some family, friends or neighbours that 
experienced some these illnesses into February this year. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) is continuing tracking three variants of 
interest, and seven other variants under monitoring while continuing to call for 
better surveillance, sequencing, and reporting of COVID-19 as this virus continues 
to circulate and evolve. Life in our communities, and our love of nature, and need 
to experience it continues. 

We have decided this year to resume monthly meetings in-person for members in 
good standing as our local municipality and the province have endorsed and 
opened their facilities for in-person meetings and events for some time. For 
information about planned SLSN meetings and outings, and becoming a member 
please contact us at southlakesimcoenaturalistsSLSN@gmail.com 

Our focus in the newsletter, regarding conservation concern, is on continuing 
developing threats and stressors on Lake Simcoe and its watershed in our area. 
Updates on proposed developments in our area being followed by our executive 
and some other members, are presented. The Georgina Island Fixed Link proposal 
on lake water circulation, coastal processes of erosion/sedimentation and 
potential fisheries impact are of concern. Aquatic and terrestrial species at risk, 
short and long-term landscape change of large-scale earthworks required in the 
actual lake for the extensive causeway proposed, worrisome.  

Community and government agencies response in science, planning impact, and 
policy information were sourced and are in the newsletter about the current 
health of Lake Simcoe.  

Also, some hot button conservation policy change by the province is generating 
push-back by broader naturalist’s community and others with letters to Ministers. 

Paul Harpley SLSN 

 

https://twitter.com/WHO/status/1692261182814498869
mailto:southlakesimcoenaturalistsSLSN@gmail.com
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The 2023 Annual Sutton Christmas Bird Count (C.B.C.) Report 

___________________________________________________  

Members who did not see the final update Count report in the local media the article is below. 

 

 

Pileated woodpecker, photo by Richard Weatherston, SLSN member 

The Annual Sutton Christmas Bird Count was Wednesday December 27, 2023 

with a total of 7,176 individual birds, a noticeable decrease from last years count. 

On count day participants documented 51 species in the entire area. 

Geographically, the survey area includes parts of York Region’s municipalities 

Georgina, East Gwillimbury; Durham Region’s northwest of Uxbridge (old Scott 

Township) district; and parts of south-east Innisfil in Simcoe County. A total of 36 

participant observers formally involved in the field and at feeders for the count 

area this year engaged on the day.  

The observation day started as overcast with some ground fog locally in wet areas 

at 6:30 a.m. for those “owling”. The air temperature was 5 degrees Celsius. As the 
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day progressed the temperature rose only slightly by 1 degree by 12:30 p.m. 

continuing cloudy to the end of the day. Winds began from the east to northeast 

at 6 km/hour and were generally consistent all day. Lake Simcoe, and most 

moving rivers and streams were completely open water.  

The heavy rains that began at daylight with seasonally very warm temperature 

during the count, were unexpected. In the many years the count had never had a 

survey day like this! The continuous rain for separate periods of time for 2-3 hours 

in some locations made observation from vehicles and walking in the field 

challenging. Many feeders were completely unproductive for birds in this weather 

event. The birds were clearly out in the bush, underneath cover. Given the 

challenging weather constraints for observation there were two incidences where 

some ducks and gulls were counted to species - family only level. Thanks to our 

good geographic coverage with participant observers, the total list (only 4 fewer 

species compared to a year ago) was commendable.  

Some highlights and notables for the count day were, Golden-crowned kinglet (1), 

Brown creeper (2), Red-breasted nuthatch (3), Belted kingfisher (2), Barred owl 

(2), Great Horned owl (1), Eastern Screech owl (4), Double-crested cormorant (2), 

Boneparte’s gull (3), Merlin (1), American kestrel (1), Northern harrier (1), Snow 

bunting (70). Indigo bunting (3) - new for the count, and a pair of Green-winged 

teal (2) was well documented. It is also a new waterfowl species historically for 

the count. 

An obvious species with low numbers this year was American robin (4). Two 

consistent bird species of interest for bird watchers on the Sutton Count, Bald 

eagle and Snowy owl were not seen on count day, the first time in many years. 

One showy bird species, the Pileated woodpecker (3) was documented, but with 

the rain were not flying a lot so were hard to find.  Count week bird species (not 

actually seen on the day) included Redhead duck, Greater scaup, Ruffed grouse, 

Red-shouldered hawk, Northern shrike, Horned lark, White-throated sparrow, and 

Purple finch. 

The three of four expected owl species recorded on count day, Great Horned, 

Barred, and Screech, were difficult to call, hear and locate with the increasingly 

rainy early morning field conditions.  
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Thanks to all participants on the Christmas Bird Count this year as field birders or 

feeder watcher/property observers. South Lake Simcoe Naturalists (SLSN) 

members’ contributions, and local or ‘from further afield’ birders’ efforts always 

result in documenting birds that would otherwise not be found. Your collective 

efforts on the day are vital to annual Sutton count success. 

Paul and Debra Harpley  

Updated 2024-01-09 

 

     

American robin, photo Paul Harpley 
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Poem by SLSN member Hugh Sibbald interpreting this year’s Christmas Bird Count experience, 

which describes the unique day well. The monsoon rains we had to endure that day with warm 

temperatures were unexpected for sure. Photos P. Harpley 

A day for the ducks 
 

A day for the ducks,  
When the rest lay low,  
To await drier weather, 
Or winter's ice and snow. 
    
 
We asked all our 
neighbours, 
To watch out their door,      
But alas when they did,  
The visibility was poor.  
       
We trespassed a few times, 
(Only cottagers we know), 
But even with that,     
Our bird count was low.     
 
We drove every road, 
We puddled about,  
We looked so hard, 
So give us a shout!  
 
Hugh Sibbald 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Outing Reports: Autumn 2023 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Saturday October 14: Biking and/or Walking Exploration – Leslie Street Spit 
which is now called Tommy Thompson Park in Toronto. 
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Member participants arrived in the east Don River area for a late morning and 
afternoon walking adventure at the now famous, man-made Toronto lakefront 
Park (some years ago subject of a C.B.C. “The Nature of Things” T.V. 
documentary). Fortunately, the area has become a formal Toronto Park site. In 
mid-October the annual autumn bird migration was well underway including 
waterfowl and shorebirds and migratory passerines, and trees and shrubs were 
in fall colours!  

             

Restoration grassland meadows        A view of Toronto skyline from spit        TRCA Nature Centre  

Paul Harpley cell phone photos 

Some issues at the park, formerly for many years known as the Leslie Street Spit, 

is now a mostly man-made landscape created by dumping fill from surrounding 

urban development in Toronto and area over many decades. Pesticide use for 

invasive plants, and a high Tick numbers in the park are hazards visitors face when 

there. Members were dressed for these circumstances, and weather so we were 

able to concentrate on birding and botanizing. A general list of bird and plant 

species observed in orders of species first encountered, and numbers for the day 

while biking down and then back up the spit trails. 

Views of the Toronto skyline and the rough waters of Lake Ontario were inspiring 

and the fact that this natural man-made ecological and wildlife refuge was 

thriving due to the great long-term citizen foresight and conservation work, the 

City of Toronto Parks, major contributions of the Toronto and Region 

Conservation Authority (TRCA) and others.     

A real highlight was that we were there during the very end of a much bigger 

migration weeks earlier, of Yellow-crowned kinglets that followed us on our bikes 
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to the end of the spit, flitting and darting in the long grass, and goldenrod 

meadow patches between the young forest areas. 

        

Golden-crowned kinglet                      Cliff swallow nests under eaves of the TRCA Nature Centre building 

Jeff Boylin photos – SLSN member 

Wildlife and plant species observed in the order when first species encountered, 

and numbers seen on the Tommy Thompson Park Trip. 

Birds: Tundra swan 5, Herring gull 1, Great Blue heron 1, Ring-billed gull 14, Wood duck 7, 
Northern shoveler 2, Mallard 11, Blue-winged teal 2, Black duck 2, Yellow-crowned kinglet 25+, 
Dark-eyed junco 11, American goldfinch 9, Red-tailed hawk 1, Blue jay 8, Northern flicker 1. 

15 species 

Mammals: Gray squirrel, Raccoon - tracks. 

Trees: E. White cedar, E. Red cedar, E. cottonwood, Aspen poplar, Black cherry, E. Can. 
Hemlock, E. White pine, Ironwood, Sugar maple, Black locust, E. Can. White ash. 

Wildflowers (interesting and/or notable): Forget-me-not, May Apple, Large Flowered White 
trillium, Red trillium, Yellow violet, Blue violet, Hooked-spur Little New England Blue violet. 

Invasive species: Phragmites, Buckthorn sp., Plumeless thistle, Garlic mustard.   
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For members who might want to go to this Park themselves, by car and/or public 
transportation (there is limited T.T.C. access – check Park Website) and public Parking lot at 
the north area trail head. Check the Toronto Parks website for more info. and directions at 
https://tommythompsonpark.ca/ . 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thursday November 16: Wye Marsh Wildlife Area Day  

 
The late mid-November unusual warm weather of autumn 2023 continued and 

gave us a good day for our planned club trip to up to Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre 

near Midland. Rain was threatened but it turned out to be only cloudy, 

comfortable with low winds. A number of members made the trip up the “Wye” 

and some of us had not been up there for many years, though had important past 

connections to the Centre that were subjects of our outdoor lunch conversation. 

This trip like the Tommy Thompson Park outing in Toronto on Lake Ontario were 

part of a desire for club trips on occasion out of South Lake Simcoe to visit other 

important south-central Ontario locations. We plan continue in future years to 

expand experiences, build on, and inform our experience and ideas of our local 

area natural places, where we have regular hikes. 

Established originally many years ago as a Federal Wildlife area, The Wye Marsh 

Nature Centre was opened in 1969 as a nature centre operated by Environment 

Canada (EC). In 1985, EC turned operations over to Friends of the Wye Marsh 

(FWM), and through their efforts fortunately retained, and have been restoring, 

the habitats here by the efforts of people in the local community. It remains a 

fully functional facility. It is most famous for its pairs of Trumpeter swans, 

important breeding animals, in the Ontario species restoration project with the 

Toronto Zoo and other facilities since the 1980’s. Typically the swans can be seen 

well from the boardwalk. 

Many passerine birds by mid-November, all shorebirds and most waterfowl had 

moved through the marsh by our trip time. 

https://tommythompsonpark.ca/
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Wye marsh and boardwalk Trail       Some SLSN members walking boardwalk   Birders conferring.           

Various documentary photos by P.Harpley, Jeff Boylin above 

   ---------------------------------------------------- 

              

Trumpeter swan on the pond at the viewing area  Cardinal, Paul Harpley photo 

Jeff Boylin photo  

Also, a modern Visitor Centre is on the site, a real plus if there is some rain. 
Recently the Centre has upgraded key exhibit areas, new displays and 
information can be viewed. Trails are relatively short and accessible. Picnic and 
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rest areas are available along the way. A biodiversity area, and Birds of Prey 
facility is on site. 

 

Wildlife observed in the order when first species encountered, and numbers 

seen at the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre. 

Birds: Downy woodpecker 1, Red-bellied woodpecker 1, White-breasted nuthatch, 2, 
Trumpeter swan 3, Black-capped chickadee 7, Blue jay 5, Raven 3, Mourning dove 5, Cooper’s 
hawk 1, Cardinal 2.          9 species 

For members wanting to visit this site, further information and location directions see 
details at, https://www.wyemarsh.com/ . Wye Marsh Centre location address is 16160 Hwy 
12 East, PO Box 100, Midland, Ontario L4R 4K6 
                                         

Paul Harpley, SLSN 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NOTE: 
Phone Paul 905-722-8021 or Norma 905-476-4747 for further 
information about upcoming South Lake Simcoe SLSN outings and 
meetings, and membership.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Important information about the Ontario Eclipse April 8, 
2024 
Notes prepared by Richard Weatherston SLSN member, below, 
 
Niagara Falls ( further west it will be shortly earlier and later further east) 
Start of Partial Eclipse 2:04:52 EDT (1404h) 
Start of Total Eclipse 3:18 EDT 
End ot Total Eclipse 3:21:50 EDT 
End of Partial Eclipse 4:31:59 
Duration of Totality 3:31 minutes 
 
Interactive map: zoom in and click on your intended location to get eclipse times 
Get as close as you can to the centre line 
http://xjubier.free.fr/en/site_pages/solar_eclipses/TSE_2024_GoogleMapFull.html 
 
Solar Eclipse Glasses & Filters (for the partial phases; take them off during totality) 
Get good quality glasses to protect your eyes; beware of fakes 
https://telescopescanada.ca/products/2459294 

https://www.wyemarsh.com/
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https://www.kendrickastro.com/solarfilters.html 
https://all-startelescope.com/products/thousand-oaks-solar-eclipse-glasses?variant=443257682 
98748 
 
Plan to stay somewhere the night before. I expect traffic will be bad on eclipse day. 
Consider making a pin hole camera to watch the partial phases of the eclipse 
https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/make-pinhole-projector.html 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Meetings Notice: In-person 
All Meetings start at 4:00 p.m. in the community meeting room at the York 

Region Police Building (Baseline Road between McCowan and Civic Centre 

Road) unless noted otherwise.  

York Regional Police, 3 District Community Meeting Room 

3527 Baseline Road, Georgina.  

Meetings are once a month March-May, September- 

December. With COVID-19 and other viruses, for guidance on in-

person meetings, information on the latest conditions and public health guidance can be 

found on the Government of Ontario website. 

 

Sunday March 10: “ Total Eclipse” 

           Illustrated presentation by local photographer Richard 
Weatherston. 

This is the club’s Annual Meeting, administration 
review and election of officers for the coming year. 

Total Eclipse Photo 

https://www.timeanddate.com/eclipse/make-pinhole-projector.html
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/
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Photo Richard took in 2017 in Oregon 
 
On April 8, 2024 a rare total eclipse of the Sun will pass over parts of Ontario.  This is a not to be 
missed event.  Only if you stand in the narrow path of totality will you witness the amazing 
cosmic experience that has fascinated human societies.  In Niagara Falls and Kingston, the 
Moon will totally eclipse the Sun.  Areas outside the path of totality will only experience a 
partial eclipse which will not have the same dramatic effect.  Come and listen to the 
presentation on where and how to view the eclipse.  Everyone who has witnessed a total solar 
eclipse will tell you that the event is remarkable. 
 
Richard is a member of SLSN and has been interested in astronomy all his life but it became a 
serious hobby in the 1990 when he started scanning the sky with a pair of binoculars. He soon 
got a telescope and began tracking down galaxies, star clusters and planets.  For many years he 
was the president of the Sarnia Centre of the Royal Astronomical Society.  He concentrates on 
taking photographs of distant nebula and galaxies.  He saw his first solar eclipse in 1998 aboard 
ship in the Caribbean.  Richard has traveled to countries such as Libya and Indonesia to witness 
a total eclipse of the Sun.  He has witnessed five solar eclipses and hopes to see another on 
April 8. 
 

Sunday April 21: “Northern Argentine” Come out and learn about this part of the 

world. Speaker and presenter, SLSN member Irving Himel.   
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Iguazu, Puerto Iguazu Misiones Province                                                    Iguazu Falls  

Irving’s talk is based on his expedition November 13 to 23, 2023, with slides will focus on 
various endemic South American birds, such as Campio flicker, piping-guan, calk-browed 
mockingbird, cattle tyrants and others. And, he will highlight a variety of butterflies he 
photographed in the field. Also, various mammals will be noted for conversation including 
capybara, and local endemic deer. The famous Iguazu Falls area will be featured and of 
course Buenos Aires.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cleaning your Bird Nesting Boxes is an important thing to do 

especially as spring will be arriving soon 

I’m an advocate of cleaning nesting boxes from time to time. Leaving a remnant nest may be 
more attractive to potential tenants. I often leave dried clean material on top what remains a 
starter foundation after I remove several layers. This can also leave a cozy winter shelter. 
Sometimes the box can become very full after several successful nesting seasons. A box with 
pine sticks is often occupied by a House wren. If there are feathers it could be an Eastern 
bluebird’s nest. With grass it could be a Tree swallow nest. 
 
Jeffrey Boylin, SLSN member 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

South Lake Simcoe Conservation issues, at the lake News.  
Recent media articles on threats to lake and landscape, members are 

monitoring.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



15 
 

Georgina Island Fixed Link Bridge proposal – Local residents 

association details its response to this proposed undertaking on Lake 

Simcoe 

2023-12-19 

LAKE SIMCOE SOUTH SHORE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION (LSSSRA) - Update 

Facebook Post - Roger Prouse, Pefferlaw 

December 19, 1:11 p.m. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/319631464790769/?multi_permalinks=6988822994538216%2C698175955857

7893%2C6988364834584032%2C6970040303083152%2C6969791703108012&notif_id=1703004549230844&notif

_t=group_activity&ref=notif  

  
This is the latest update from LAKE SIMCOE SOUTH SHORE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION (LSSSRA).  
 
My opinion… 
$400 million ESTIMATED cost, the majority financed by Public funding dollars. Environmental risks. Noise 
pollution. Light pollution. Water pollution and salination. Loss of property values. For 200 residents? 
$2,000,000 per resident? You can’t blame anyone for asking but is it just me or is this just plain lunacy? 
 
As 2023 comes to a close, we wanted to provide you with an update about the LSSSRA’s efforts to 
protect Lake Simcoe and oppose the Georgina Island Fixed Link (GIFL). We continue to add new 
members and have had a number of enquiries from Georgina Island First Nation (GIFN) residents. 
 
In October we met with the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) and presented our Discussion 
Paper (see link below) and reiterated our request that this project needs a full impact assessment and a 
thorough analysis of alternatives. 
 
We had a meeting two weeks ago with Mike Jacobs who represents GIFN to review our Discussion Paper 
and to obtain an update from him. We again reiterated our view that we felt this project required a full 
Impact Assessment and a thorough analysis of alternatives. Mr. Jacobs confirmed the Fixed Link is still 
their preferred option but they are seriously reviewing the ferry alternatives. 
 
GIFN are now expecting to file their Detailed Project Description with IAAC in March 2024. They have 
booked the Kin Community Hall in Sutton on January 24, 2024. They will provide an update on the Fixed 
Link and will have their technical advisors on site to answer questions. I will confirm date and timing in 
January but it is tentatively set for 1–3 PM. Eventbrite tickets to attend will be made available on the 
GIFL website. 
 
We attended the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) Board of Directors meeting on 
Friday. Mr. Jacobs presented an update to their Board and confirmed that GIFL consultants are now 
working with LSRCA and GIFL is providing reports as they become available. They have scheduled 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/319631464790769/?multi_permalinks=6988822994538216%2C6981759558577893%2C6988364834584032%2C6970040303083152%2C6969791703108012&notif_id=1703004549230844&notif_t=group_activity&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/groups/319631464790769/?multi_permalinks=6988822994538216%2C6981759558577893%2C6988364834584032%2C6970040303083152%2C6969791703108012&notif_id=1703004549230844&notif_t=group_activity&ref=notif
https://www.facebook.com/groups/319631464790769/?multi_permalinks=6988822994538216%2C6981759558577893%2C6988364834584032%2C6970040303083152%2C6969791703108012&notif_id=1703004549230844&notif_t=group_activity&ref=notif
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technical team meetings in the new year. We have been in contact with LSRCA staff and have raised our 
concerns and thanked them for their involvement.  
 
We view LSRCA’s involvement as a positive step forward. 
 
The GIFL website has been updated with a few new postings and studies but the critical environmental 
and coastal engineering studies have not been provided. 
 
The project is estimated at $400 million. There are 200 First Nation residents on the island. Details of 
exactly where the financing will come from are not confirmed, but Mr. Jacobs said that there are 
ongoing conversations with the Federal Government. We know that the Canada Infrastructure Bank has 
conditionally approved a $100 million loan and GIFN have made a request to the Treasury Board for 
federal funding. GIFN will also be contributing to the funding. 
 
Please forward this to other concerned citizens and ask them to join LSSSRA at no cost and be included 
in our mailing list. All they need to do is email lakesimcoessra@gmail.com 

 
If you wish to review the comments, LSSSRA filed on the initial Project Description they can be 
found at: 
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/.../83539/contributions/id/58501 
LSSSRA Protect Lake Simcoe Discussion Paper can be found at:https://iaac- 
http://aeic.gc.ca/.../proj/83539/contributions/id/60403 
The link to the GIFL website is: www.gifixedlink.com 

 
 
GIFIXEDLINK.COM 

Georinga Island First Nation | Georgina Island First Nation Fixed Link GIFL 

 

2024-01-14 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Georgina+Island+Fixed+Link+Bridge+Meeting+january+24+2024.com&rlz=1C1

CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Ge&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIABBFGDwyCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIAhBFGDs

yBggDEEUYOzIGCAQQRRg7MgYIBRBFGDkyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRg80gEINjk1MGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chro

me&ie=UTF-8  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/83539/contributions/id/58501?fbclid=IwAR0rJtFR8p7iEKa_PQ-0f1IN8XOnO5l5GhItqNFvbLikbC4TJt8SXUzZKLo
https://aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/83539/contributions/id/60403?fbclid=IwAR3293J8_DAG0F3t8kZ1KkFXNqQCgFsLM8YxCpxZzvwCN7UXnz5h9VRlpfU
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR1fVmkAUiJEKumMVMVFabhG1Gb0fJv2NybGCBjrzHroGAwbNghAkLOIeh4
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR1RUiY6-gpzLrZeKJbqR7-svATldoMEZdysBaApMAVisMnlbo52HZE3ovU
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR1RUiY6-gpzLrZeKJbqR7-svATldoMEZdysBaApMAVisMnlbo52HZE3ovU
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR0QKEKBlWxDkOuRDLo5Cxd2vV0KIzTfysQaU8SrITveLwTmqsvzMTBGniI
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR0QKEKBlWxDkOuRDLo5Cxd2vV0KIzTfysQaU8SrITveLwTmqsvzMTBGniI
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR0QKEKBlWxDkOuRDLo5Cxd2vV0KIzTfysQaU8SrITveLwTmqsvzMTBGniI
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR0QKEKBlWxDkOuRDLo5Cxd2vV0KIzTfysQaU8SrITveLwTmqsvzMTBGniI
https://www.google.com/search?q=Georgina+Island+Fixed+Link+Bridge+Meeting+january+24+2024.com&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Ge&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIABBFGDwyCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIAhBFGDsyBggDEEUYOzIGCAQQRRg7MgYIBRBFGDkyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRg80gEINjk1MGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Georgina+Island+Fixed+Link+Bridge+Meeting+january+24+2024.com&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Ge&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIABBFGDwyCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIAhBFGDsyBggDEEUYOzIGCAQQRRg7MgYIBRBFGDkyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRg80gEINjk1MGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Georgina+Island+Fixed+Link+Bridge+Meeting+january+24+2024.com&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Ge&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIABBFGDwyCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIAhBFGDsyBggDEEUYOzIGCAQQRRg7MgYIBRBFGDkyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRg80gEINjk1MGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Georgina+Island+Fixed+Link+Bridge+Meeting+january+24+2024.com&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Ge&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIABBFGDwyCAgBEEUYJxg7MgYIAhBFGDsyBggDEEUYOzIGCAQQRRg7MgYIBRBFGDkyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRg80gEINjk1MGowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.gifixedlink.com/?fbclid=IwAR1RUiY6-gpzLrZeKJbqR7-svATldoMEZdysBaApMAVisMnlbo52HZE3ovU
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Georgina Fixed Link Bridge Meeting 2024-01-24 – Community 

members turn out and have a lot to say about this proposed 

undertaking on Lake Simcoe 

2024-01-31 

Georgina Post THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2024  

    

Georgina Post 

 

By Mike Anderson 

Nearly 100 residents attended the Georgina Island Fixed Link Town Hall held at the Kin 
Community Centre in Sutton on Wednesday, January 24. 

The fixed link, a 2.4 km bridge and causeway, proposed by Georgina Island First Nation (GIFN), 
would replace the seasonal ferry service and winter ice road, providing safe, dependable access 
to the mainland for 200 band members living on the island. 
According to WSP, GIFN’s engineering consultants, building a fixed link could cost $500 million, 
with funding from GIFN, the Canada Infrastructure Bank (CIB) and federal government grants. 

The town hall was billed as a “progress report” on the Fixed Link Project, and an opportunity to 
hear detailed technical presentations from WSP engineers and their senior ecologist, before 
WSP’s Detailed Project Description (DPD) is submitted to the Impact Assessment Agency of 
Canada (IAAC) for approval. 

https://georginapost.com/
https://georginapost.com/
https://i0.wp.com/georginapost.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/IMG_3548_web.jpg?fit=1200%2C900&ssl=1
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Many residents attending, including members of the Lake Simcoe South Shore Residents 
Association (LSSRA) and the McRae Beach Association, own properties along the shoreline and 
oppose the fixed link. 

They are concerned that a causeway will impede water flow, increase sedimentation and weed 
growth, and potentially impact their property values. 

They want a full environmental assessment completed and cheaper alternatives, like an electric 
ice-breaking ferry, considered, which would have less of an environmental impact. 

Aazhaawe Ferry in service 
Unfortunately, the town hall got off to a rough start when residents were told the release of a 
key study, Coastal Engineering, was delayed. 

“It’s not that we are hiding it. We are waiting for some additional data to be obtained to 
complete the coastal engineering,” said Farzin Shadid-Noorai, WSP’s Project Director. 

Indeed, the town hall seemed a bit chaotic at times, with some residents interrupting speakers 
with questions or getting up from their chairs to engage WSP speakers one-on-one during 
presentations. 

This prompted an exasperated Shadid-Noorai to ask them to sit down. 

“We can’t have two meetings running simultaneously,” he said. 

The highly charged atmosphere continued during the question period when Lenora Charles, an 
elder from Georgina Island, expressed her opposition to the project. 

“I’ve been there sixty years and seen the rights and wrongs. And I don’t want this. This is the 
biggest wrong I have ever seen,” Charles said. 

While the Chief and Band Council are firm proponents, Charles said some people on the island 
are opposed to a fixed link because they believe it will damage the island’s ecology and bring 
too much development. 
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“Everybody just speaks on our behalf and says we’re all for it, but we’re not,” she said.

 Lenora Charles with Farzin Shadid-Noorai 

 
Several residents also questioned why WSP was not exploring viable options to a fixed link. 

However, WSP confirmed that the only option on the table was the fixed link, as GIFN had 
already decided to rule out other options, including a replacement ferry. 

“It was our understanding that the icebreaker concept was not a viable option for the 
community; we have to look at a fixed link,” Shadid-Noorai said. 

“We did not come with any preconceived solution in our minds, we are responding to the what 
the community needs and what they envisage.” 

Still, the town hall shed more light on what some call the largest infrastructure project ever 
proposed for Lake Simcoe. 

Residents, for instance, learned the federal government has sole jurisdiction over Indigenous 
infrastructure projects like the fixed link. 

That means Ontario’s Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), LSRCA and 
Town of Georgina approvals are not required, and they will only be involved in the permitting 
process after the project is approved by IAAC. 

The Fixed Link Project is also not subject to a full federal environmental impact assessment. 

Instead, WSP is following a streamlined IAAC process, which will skip the requirement of a full 
impact assessment if the project is approved — this would shave two years off the project 
timeline and see the fixed link operational by late 2016. 

“Our DPD is geared to and pointed to the direction of us not requiring the impact assessment to 
fully respond to IAAC,” Shadid-Noorai said. 
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Still, according to Tamara Skillen, director of WSP’s environmental planning team, the length of 
the causeway (1.2 km) – which exceeds the IAAC’s limit of 400 metres – could still trigger a full 
impact assessment. 

Another potential trigger is the number of species threatened by the construction of a fixed 
link. 

Heather Drost, WSP’s senior ecologist, acknowledged that eight species at risk, including two 
birds (Eastern Whip-poor-will & Least Bittern), one turtle (Blanding’s), four bats, and one frog 
(Western Forest), could be impacted. 

Drost also said that fish habitats could be affected, principally the spawning areas for Northern 
Pike and Muskellunge (muskie), near The Georgina Island wetland. And, a “multi-use fish” 
habitat located east of the Sand Islands. 

Still, according to Drost, delaying construction during spawning, adding culverts to the 
causeway to allow fish passage, habitat creation, and fish restocking could lessen the impact. 

“There will be impacts. What those impacts will be we don’t know, because there is still work 
being done. We don’t know the [final] length of the causeway yet. We don’t know how many 
culverts,” Drost told the Post. 

“They’re not really high sensitivity habitats. But that doesn’t mean they don’t have value. They 
have value for local people and fishermen.” 

While the Coastal Engineering Study was unavailable, its author, Sundar Premasir, WSP’s 
coastal engineer, provided residents with a 25-minute overview. 

Premasir explained that due to the shallow water in the study area – the maximum water depth 
is 2.5 metres – the fixed link could affect water velocity, causing shoreline erosion and 
sedimentation. 

“The proposed causeway may obstruct the natural flow of sediment along the eastern side, 
adjacent to the southern tip of the island,” he said. 

“The mainland shorelines are [also] expected to see sedimentation and erosion patterns near 
the land connection of the proposed causeway,” he added. 

However, Premasir said culverts in the causeway could minimize changes in water velocity and 
shoreline protection structures could be used to limit erosion. 
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GIFN held a Fixed Link Presentation and Open House for band members at the GIFN Community 
Centre on January 31. There are also two meetings scheduled with elders and youth on 
February 6. 

According to WSP, its Detailed Project Plan (DPD) will be forwarded to IAAC for approval in late 
February. 

Residents can read the DPD and submit their comments on the project to IAAC at: https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/83539                                                                            Read more: 
https://georginapost.com/2024/01/28/gifn-holds-town-hall-on-fixed-link-project/  

Ontario Nature Action Alerts and Letters to Ford Government 
Ministers 
 

SLSN signatories to letters 
The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy  
Minister of Finance  
c/o Budget Secretariat  
Frost Building North, 3rd Floor  
95 Grosvenor Street  
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1Z1  
 
Dear Minister Bethlenfalvy,  
Re: 2024 Budget consultations  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into the 2024 Budget. On behalf of the 63 
undersigned organizations, we respectfully request that the Government of Ontario invest $100 
million per year over four years in the establishment of new protected and conserved areas, as 
recommended by the government-appointed Protected Areas Working Group. 
  
As you are aware, a healthy environment is key to enjoying a good quality of life in Ontario. It is also 
key to a healthy economy and avoiding the astronomical costs of flooding, pollution and other 
forms of environmental degradation. In maintaining a healthy environment, protected areas are 
effective nature-based solutions to climate change and biodiversity loss that enhance our resilience 
and conserve the plants, animals and ecosystems that sustain us. 
  
In 2021, the Protected Areas Working Group appointed by the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks provided strong recommendations in its report A New Approach: Advancing 
Protected and Conserved Areas in Ontario. Their recommendations below align with the recently 
updated Ontario Biodiversity Strategy and should be addressed in the 2024 Budget.  
Launch a Wild Ontario Accelerator Fund 
  

https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/83539
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/proj/83539
https://georginapost.com/2024/01/28/gifn-holds-town-hall-on-fixed-link-project/
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• Establish a new fund of $100 million per year over four years to identify innovative and 
cooperative approaches to new protected and conserved areas.  
• A made-in-Ontario fund could leverage matching resources from the federal government, as 
recently occurred through the $1 billion tripartite framework agreement between the governments 
of Canada and British Columbia and the First Nations Leadership Council.  
 
Secure Near-term Opportunities for New Protected and Conserved Areas  

• Support First Nations that are interested in Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas … 
 

Read full letter: https://catalog.ontarionature.org/letter-to-minister-bethlenfalvy-re-2024-
budget-consultations/page/1  
 

   ---------------------------------------------------------------- 

2024-02-02 

Ontario Nature - Action Alert 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing changes to 

regulations under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 

 

The people of Ontario have good reason to be deeply alarmed by the Government of 

Ontario’s intent, once again, to weaken protections for endangered species in the province. 

The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is proposing changes to 

regulations under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 to “streamline” its implementation and 

speed up development projects. In so doing, the ministry would undermine the core 

purpose of the legislation – protecting and recovering species at risk. 

Species at risk in Ontario need protection now more than ever before. With over 230 

threatened and endangered species, Ontario is “losing more biodiversity than we are 

conserving.” 

https://catalog.ontarionature.org/letter-to-minister-bethlenfalvy-re-2024-budget-consultations/page/1
https://catalog.ontarionature.org/letter-to-minister-bethlenfalvy-re-2024-budget-consultations/page/1
https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fero.ontario.ca%2fnotice%2f019-8016&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fero.ontario.ca%2fnotice%2f019-8016&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsobr.ca%2f_biosite%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2fstate-of-biodiversity-report-E-FINAL-aoda-with-links-and-correction-1.pdf&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsobr.ca%2f_biosite%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2fstate-of-biodiversity-report-E-FINAL-aoda-with-links-and-correction-1.pdf&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fontarionature.good.do%2fweakening-SAR-protections%2femail%2f&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
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Yet MECP’s response is to abdicate responsibility and undermine protections for species at 

risk. 

 Please join us in urging Minister Andrea Khanjin not to proceed with the proposed 

regulatory changes which would weaken protections for Ontario’s most vulnerable plants, 

animals and ecosystems. 

 Anne Bell, Director of Conservation and Education 
 

 

 

Read more: https://ontarionature.good.do/weakening-SAR-protections/email/  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Lake Simcoe - Planning, Policy and Science News, government 

Ministries and Agencies  

2023-11-09 

Barrie Today 

Province drops $1.3M into Lake Simcoe for phosphorous 
reduction 
One study will look at chemicals and metals in the water and sediment to identify new threats to 
the watershed 
 
Bob Bruton 
about 12 hours ago 

Lake Simcoe's Kempenfelt Bay is shown in a file photo. Raymond Bowe/BarrieToday 

The province is sinking another $1.3 million into four new multi-year projects to further reduce 
phosphorus levels entering Lake Simcoe. 

https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fontarionature.good.do%2fweakening-SAR-protections%2femail%2f&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
https://ontarionature.thankyou4caring.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fontarionature.good.do%2fweakening-SAR-protections%2femail%2f&srcid=56499&srctid=1&erid=12841870&trid=ac244999-d3f0-45c0-9ff4-4cb68e7df0d6
https://ontarionature.good.do/weakening-SAR-protections/email/
https://www.barrietoday.com/writers/bob%20bruton
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Barrie-Innisfil MPP Andrea Khanjin, who is also Ontario’s minister of the environment, 
conservation and parks, made the announcement Thursday morning at Southshore Centre 
along the city's lakeshore. 

“(It’s) to improve the health of the lake and the communities that depend upon it,” Khanjin 
said of the funding. “We’re taking action to restore and protect (Lake Simcoe).” 

Khanjin said there has already been a 50 per cent reduction in phosphorus entering the lake 
from sewage treatment plants, and that algae levels have been reduced. 

Three of the four projects are being led by the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
(LSRCA). 

Barrie-Innisfil MPP Andrea Khanjin, Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority CAO Rob Baldwin and Barrie Mayor Alex Nuttall are shown at 
Thursday's Lake Simcoe funding announcement at the Southshore Centre in Barrie. Khanjin is 
also the province's minister of the environment, conservation and parks. | Bob 
Bruton/BarrieToday 

“For many decades, phosphorus had been one of the foremost issues impacting the long-term 
health of the lake,” said Rob Baldwin, the LSRCA’s chief administrative officer. “The funding 
announced today will support necessary and extensive monitoring work that we do to calculate 
the amount of phosphorus entering the lake.” 

Projects include water sampling and analysis to monitor phosphorus and other nutrients 
flowing into Lake Simcoe, to help determine which future actions can be taken to improve the 
lake’s overall health. 

There will be a study of chemicals and metals in the water and sediment that could harm the 
lake. This research can help identify new threats to the watershed, as well as ways to protect it, 
now and during the long-term. 

Projects also include creating wetlands and ponds, restoring streams, building channels and 
planting grasses to better manage stormwater in Innisfil, Newmarket and Oro-Medonte. These 
projects will help landowners and municipalities lower the amount of pollution going into Lake 
Simcoe from urban areas. 
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And Toronto Metropolitan University has received funding to conduct water quality research 
that will help tackle barriers to improving water quality from the Holland Marsh. 

“Let’s be clear, the Holland Marsh is our salad bowl. (It) feeds our cities,” said Khanjin, citing its 
importance. 

Since 2018, the province has committed more than $27.3 million to protect and restore Lake 
Simcoe, including a $24-million investment for a new phosphorus recycling project to help 
reduce phosphorus discharges from the Holland River into Lake Simcoe. These investments are 
part of a commitment to implement the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan. 

“The lake has always been a touch point for everybody that lives in Simcoe County,” said Barrie-
Springwater-Oro-Medonte MPP Doug Downey. “The importance of water, the importance of 
the ecology, we all just know it, but we have to tell our story and protect it for future 
generations.” 

Barrie Mayor Alex Nuttall said the new funding needs to be spent wisely. 

“There’s been some incredible wins, there’s also been some missed opportunities on Lake 
Simcoe,” he said. “I think when we’re putting this funding in place, we need to make sure that 
those who know the science, those who’ve done the work, are able to put those dollars where 
we believe they’re going to have best use and that’s what the (LSRCA) is doing.” 

Nuttall also went on to criticize the federal government for not meeting its financial 
responsibility in funding Lake Simcoe’s health. 

During the last four years, the province says it has invested more than $3.3 million in 19 multi-
year projects in the Lake Simcoe watershed to improve stormwater management and help 
reduce phosphorous pollution. 

Its reduction is needed to protect the lake’s cold-water fishery and prevent excessive weed 
growth and algae blooms. 

Read more: https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/province-drops-13m-into-lake-simcoe-for-

phosphorous-reduction-7808177?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=7967a87d89-

DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-7967a87d89-323665374  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2023-12-15 

Barrie Today 

https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/province-drops-13m-into-lake-simcoe-for-phosphorous-reduction-7808177?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=7967a87d89-DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-7967a87d89-323665374
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/province-drops-13m-into-lake-simcoe-for-phosphorous-reduction-7808177?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=7967a87d89-DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-7967a87d89-323665374
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/province-drops-13m-into-lake-simcoe-for-phosphorous-reduction-7808177?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=7967a87d89-DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-7967a87d89-323665374
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Barrie council firing off letters addressing Lake Simcoe's 
health 
Barrie deputy mayor says it's time for action and not more words, noting 17 previous letters on 
various matters elicited just two replies. 
 
Bob Bruton 
about 11 hours ago 

A satellite view of Lake Simcoe.Photo courtesy of the Province of Ontario 

Protecting Lake Simcoe from phosphorus pollution, who to involve in doing that and how it’s 
funded were discussed but not necessarily solved by Barrie city council Wednesday night. 

A letter to the province, requesting timelines, another letter to the feds concerning funding, 
and meetings with the Canadian and Ontario environment ministers were the gist of a 
convoluted direct motion that was approved. 

How effective these measures will be is the question.  

Deputy Mayor Robert Thomson noted the last Barrie council wrote 17 letters on different 
matters to other levels of government and got two replies resulting in zero action. 

“It shows you the effectiveness of writing letters,” he said. “I think we’ve got to have actions.” 

The direct motion says a letter of support for a phosphorus reduction project will be sent to 
Ontario’s minister of environment, conservation and parks, who is Barrie-Innisfil MPP Andrea 
Khanjin, with a request for a proposed timeline for implementation of the Lake Simcoe 
Protection Plan. 

Coun. Robert Thomson represents Ward 5 in Barrie and also serves as the city's 
deputy mayor. | Image supplied 

Correspondence will also be sent to the federal minister of environment and climate change 
requesting a funding envelope and parameters for the Lake Simcoe Cleanup Fund. 

https://www.barrietoday.com/writers/bob%20bruton
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Mayor Alex Nuttall and CAO Michael Prowse will request a meeting with both the federal and 
provincial ministers of environment to discuss phosphorus reduction programs.  

But Coun. Ann-Marie Kungl wanted a plan to reduce Lake Simcoe’s phosphorus pollution to 44 
tonnes per year, with a target date of 2030. 

Thomson said more work needs to be done first, such as meeting with the federal and 
provincial environment ministers. 

“I think we can come to a reasonable target, whatever all three levels of government can work 
out. I think that would be a better approach than setting a target (now),” he said. “I don’t like to 
be set up for failure. There needs to be more work before we pick a number.” 

Kungl said she disagreed. 

“That’s unfortunate because it wasn’t just a number picked, it was one that was set years 
back,” she said. “Whether or not it’s achievable I think allows us to stay true to the intention of 
what we’re investing towards. 

“Change the goal once we have more information, if we’re not going to hit it. But I don’t think 
we should just throw it out of the line of sight.” 

The direct motion’s preamble says in 2009 the government of Ontario released its Lake Simcoe 
Protection Plan, which called for the lake’s phosphorus pollution to be reduced by 50 per cent, 
to 44 tonnes per year, to protect Simcoe’s cold-water fishery and prevent excessive weed 
growth and algae blooms. 

Also that the federal government originally committed funding for a Lake Simcoe Cleanup Fund, 
with a first round of funding 2007 to 2012, and the second round of funding 2012 to 2017, had 
been cancelled. 

That in the 2022 federal budget, Ottawa committed $19.6 million for a Freshwater Action Fund, 
including Lake Simcoe, but is yet to provide funding or parameters for a Lake Simcoe Cleanup 
Fund. 

And that the Ontario government has spent approximately $13 million on Lake Simcoe 
environmental related activities, such as monitoring water quality, and the province initiated in 
2022 a $24-million, three-year investment to build a Lake Simcoe phosphorus reduction project 
to help reduce phosphorus discharges from the Holland Marsh into Lake Simcoe. 

In a Dec. 13 letter to the editor in BarrieToday, Khanjin noted the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan 
— a 10-year report on the lake — indicates its health is improving as a result of actions taken to 
safeguard it. 

https://www.barrietoday.com/letters-to-the-editor/letter-mpp-lauds-provinces-lake-simcoe-protection-plan-7961847
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Recently, Khanjin announced funding of $1.3 million to protect Lake Simcoe by working with 
conservation leaders like Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority.  

“This builds on the over $40 million our government has invested to protect Lake Simcoe since 
we came to office in 2018,” Khanjin said in the letter. “This includes $24 million earmarked for a 
phosphorus reduction facility, which our government is committed to building with help of 
municipal partners." 

Khanjin also said her government’s fall 2023 economic statement announced $200 million in 
upgrades to critical stormwater infrastructure. 

“This will help reduce the flow of phosphorus into Lake Simcoe and other lakes in the province,” 

she said…   

Read More: https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/barrie-council-firing-off-letters-addressing-lake-simcoes-

health-7987576?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=1a761990da-

DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-1a761990da-323665374 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority Annual Meeting, 

and the health of Lake Simcoe 

2024-01-29 

Barrie Today 

Riepma, Greenlaw elected to top positions at conservation 
authority 
 
At Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority's annual general meeting, board members also 
received update on lake's health 
Barrie Today Staff about 9 hours ago 

NEWS RELEASE 
LAKE SIMCOE REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
**************************** 
At its 73rd Annual General Meeting, Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority board 
members and staff closed out the business of 2023 and officially launched the business of 2024 
with the election of a new chair and vice chair. 

https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/province-drops-13m-into-lake-simcoe-for-phosphorous-reduction-7808177
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/barrie-council-firing-off-letters-addressing-lake-simcoes-health-7987576?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=1a761990da-DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-1a761990da-323665374
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/barrie-council-firing-off-letters-addressing-lake-simcoes-health-7987576?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=1a761990da-DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-1a761990da-323665374
https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/barrie-council-firing-off-letters-addressing-lake-simcoes-health-7987576?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=1a761990da-DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-1a761990da-323665374
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One of the meeting highlights was a presentation by Dr. Brian Ginn on the health of Lake 
Simcoe. 

Dr. Ginn emphasized the importance of taking a holistic view and considering the many 
indicators of lake health. 

“Much like when we go to the doctor, there are many indicators, such as blood pressure, 
vitamin and mineral levels, weight, and much more that are factored into being given a clean 
bill of health. Lake Simcoe is no different,” he told the board. “Lake health can’t just be 
determined based on phosphorus levels, or any other one indicator. We need to continue to 
measure and monitor many factors, and then adapt our management decisions based on our 
findings.” 

Chief administrative officer Rob Baldwin highlighted that some significant work was completed 
in 2023, to transition and implement recent changes made to the Conservation Authorities Act. 
He also introduced a year-in-review video compilation, highlighting noteworthy achievements. 

To view the 2023 year-in-review video the metrics and infographic, please visit the website. 

2023 Year in Review – LSRCA U-Tube:  

https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/home/annual-
reports/?utm_source=barrietoday.com&utm_campaign=barrietoday.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medi
um=referral    

Annually, the board of directors elects a chair and a vice chair and after five and three years 
respectively in their positions, chair Wayne Emmerson, chairman and chief executive officer of 
the Region of York, and vice chair Bradford Coun. Peter Ferragine both stepped aside to usher 
in new members to these posts. 

Barrie Coun. Clare Riepma was elected chair, and Oro-Medonte Mayor Randy Greenlaw was 
elected to the position of vice chair. 

Both expressed their gratitude to the rest of the board for their trust and support, and their 
enthusiasm for the work that lies in the year ahead. 

The outgoing chair, Wayne Emmerson, thanked board members and the staff of the 
conservation authority for their hard work and their support. 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed chairing this board,” he said. “I always knew the conservation 
authority did great work, but as the chair, I had the opportunity to see firsthand the 
tremendous knowledge, skill, and determination these folks apply to preserving and improving 
the health of the lake and the watershed. We’re privileged to have an organization like this 
working behind the scenes.” 

https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/home/annual-reports/?utm_source=barrietoday.com&utm_campaign=barrietoday.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/home/annual-reports/?utm_source=barrietoday.com&utm_campaign=barrietoday.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/home/annual-reports/?utm_source=barrietoday.com&utm_campaign=barrietoday.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://lsrca.on.ca/index.php/home/annual-reports/?utm_source=barrietoday.com&utm_campaign=barrietoday.com%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
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Peter Ferragine also thanked the board and staff, saying, “I have been a long-standing member 
of this board and as vice chair over the last three years, I’ve had the opportunity to get more 
involved and lend my support for the significant conservation and restoration work that the 
team at the conservation authority are continuously implementing. I’m proud to continue on 
the board, and to offer up my experience and counsel to the new chair and vice chair.” 

The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority’s mission is to collaborate to protect and 
restore the Lake Simcoe watershed with innovative research, policy, and action. 

Read more: https://www.barrietoday.com/local-news/riepma-greenlaw-elected-to-top-positions-at-

conservation-authority-8176317?utm_source=BarrieToday.com&utm_campaign=0d6d1956d4-

DailyBAR&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8859d4fc8-0d6d1956d4-323665374  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

NOTICE: Town of Georgina public information 

Town of Georgina is updating their Tree Preservation and Compensation Policy 

Update 

The Town of Georgina is updating its Tree Preservation and Compensation Policy to bring it into 
conformity with other Town written documents, the applicability of use for certain planning 
applications and the mitigation of tree disturbances during this process. The aim is to 
implement the most common best practices through the update, in order to achieve a more 
diverse urban forest.  
  
The current Policy and information surrounding this update can be found online at 
https://www.georgina.ca/living-here/home-and-property/tree-preservation/tree-preservation-
and-compensation-policy-update for review.  
 
Members of the public interested in reviewing information regarding this current Policy Update 
and providing comments please follow-up as per contact below. 
  
If you would like to provide comments or if you have any questions or require further 
information please contact: Justine Burns, Senior Landscape Architect at 905-476-4301 ext. 
2246 or jburns@georgina.ca  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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