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SOUTH LAKE SIMCOE NATURALISTS  
SLSN is an incorporated not-for-profit Member of Ontario Nature. 

Telephone 905-722-8021     (www.slsnc.ca)  

Research Partner with The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca) 

                                                                                                                                                                                

In recent weeks, as anticipated, Ontario businesses continued to open up in 
regard to COVID-19 lockdowns of the Fourth Wave. A provincial staged opening 
strategy is in effect, and we are in Stage 3 with increasing delta variant wreaking 
havoc in western Canada and much of the rest of the world. Outdoor programs 
include day-use in parks, and recreation activities in local parks continue.   

Outdoor events are only possible given provincial and municipal guidelines, and 
our communities priority moving forward, with vaccinations (noting that people 
are in various stages), masks and social distancing remain important.  

Naturalists want to be outside as much as possible, and done safely, helps keep us 
healthy. Consequently, we continue our outings this fall. This COVID year we 
have planned two interesting local outings on October 6 and 29th with details 
below. We will continue to follow the advice and guidelines of provincial and 
municipal public health officials. 

P. Harpley 

Outings: All regular outings ï Note: Paid-up members in good standing 

may participate (for insurance compliance). 

2021 Summer 

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/
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Wednesday October 6:  Birding and Nature Study Walk: We will do some light 

hiking and area birding and wildflower identification, as 
conditions determine, in an interesting diverse forest area 
with flat trails . Meet at 2:00 p.m. at the parking lot for the 
Metro Road Tract, York Region Forest (1763 Metro Rd. 
North), located on the south side of Metro Road 
approximately 2.5 km. west of WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ, visit 
(www.york.ca/forestry for more location details). Dress for the 
weather and conditions. Bring binoculars etc.  

 
Friday October 29: Nature Study Expedition and Birding: With the rainy 

autumn, this afternoon outing will include searching for and 
identifying native mushrooms, ferns, and their allies. The 
forest and regrowth meadow/ wildland includes a dynamic 
Pefferlaw river area stream section. The outing will offer 
light hiking and area birding as conditions determine. Meet 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Pefferlaw Library parking lot. Check 
Pefferlaw Library location, visit 
(https://www.google.com/search?q=georgina+libraries&rlz=1C1CHBF_e
nCA941CA941&oq=Georgina+Libraries&aqs=chrome.0.0i512j69i64.1285

6j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 for more location details). 
Dress for the weather and conditions. Bring binoculars etc.  

 

Meeting/Outing Report 
Our SLSN members outdoor meeting/walkabout on August 22 was at the Udora 

Hall Wildlands. The event respected protocol principles, advice, and guidelines of 

provincial and municipal public health officials. Nine members, an interested 

and committed group, met briefly at the pavilion and talked about current 

affairs and activities during COVID-19 summer and details of other naturalist 

information.  

Heading out on the main trail the recent warm and droughty weather meant 

the ground and forests and fields were rather dry so the plan to search for 

August fungi was limited. One lowland forest cedar swamp was so dry the 

older trees seemed water stressed and a few were dying or dead. Fortunately, 

http://www.york.ca/forestry
https://www.google.com/search?q=georgina+libraries&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Georgina+Libraries&aqs=chrome.0.0i512j69i64.12856j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=georgina+libraries&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Georgina+Libraries&aqs=chrome.0.0i512j69i64.12856j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=georgina+libraries&rlz=1C1CHBF_enCA941CA941&oq=Georgina+Libraries&aqs=chrome.0.0i512j69i64.12856j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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as is always the case in nature, there was so much else to see and experience 

on our walk.  

    

There were diverse habitats in the area, including grassland meadows, Red 

pine forest regeneration areas, wet Cedar forest and mid-successional forest 

fen. The plant diversity associated with these habitats was interesting. In this 

regard a partial list of notable wild plants is listed below. 
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Wildflowers    Trees 

Black-eyed susan   Aspen polar                      
Wild grape    Cottonwood                                                       
Cypress spurge   E. White spruce                          
Jewelweed                                     White birch            
Wild cucumber                              Basswood            
Cow vetch                                       E. White cedar         
Wild parsnip    American elm          
Herb Robert                       
Garlick mustard     Butterflies                                                                                 
Early meadow rue                
Wild Lily of the valley    Cabbage White           
Joe Pye weed     Monarch                   
Indian Tobacco               
CŀƭǎŜ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŀƭ    Ferns                
Burdock      Lady                  
Yellow wood sorrel    Ostrich feather                
±ƛǇŜǊΩǎ ōǳƎ ƭƻǎǎ     Woodsia        
vǳŜŜƴ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ƭŀŎŜ   

 

Herb Robert 
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Lily of the Valley             P. Harpley 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Bird Watching News 
 
Member Jeff Boylin in early September is already cleaning out his bird boxes for 
ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀǾƛŀƴ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎΦ IŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎ  
 
άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴŜǎǘƛƴƎ ōƻȄŜǎΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
disinfectants, I scrape and brush out the inside and allow them to air dry for a few 
days. This way it should take care if any insects or parasites that want to 
overwinter. Interesting all the different items the birds use to build their nestsέ.  
 

     Bluebird house 
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Some of the many items bluebirds use to make 

nests 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mid-August birding 
 
Irving Himel did a bird sweep August 18th between Island Grove, Willow Beach, 
ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ фΥпт ŀΦƳΦ ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
but a surprise Great Black-backed gull was a highlight. His brief report of full 
observations is below. 
 
Today is calm and very overcast. On a drive to JacksƻƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ YŜǎwick I note 
that the Osprey nests are being made smaller, and the fledglings are flying. The 
Purple Martins are gone south. The female Common Mergansers are again 
present as I also saw my first of the season BONAPARTE & GREAT BLACK-BACKED 
GULL. 
 
OVER the weekend my backyard feeders were very busy as the Grackles had 
ascended on mass, but sharing with Mourning Doves, Cardinal and a lot of Blue 
Jays.  The chickadees come in 4 or 5 at a time, each chasing each other away 
Downy Woodpecker, both nuthatches and a few Chipping Sparrows are feeding. 
Goldfinch are devouring the niger seed, and a few Hummingbirds are delightfully 
sipping the sugar-water. 
 


