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SOUTH LAKE SIMCOE NATURALISTS 
SLSN is an incorporated not-for-profit Member of Ontario Nature. 

Telephone 905-722-8021     (www.slsnc.ca)  

Research Partner with The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca) 

Member: Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 

Member: Ontario Greenbelt Alliance 

 

I hope members had a great summer and were able to get outside and engage in naturalist 

activities like hiking, canoeing and kayaking, birding and related pursuits. The weather was 

generally warm and not too rainy, and this week at the start of autumn is almost balmy! The 

COVID-19 pandemic has meant that our activities and community/family events have been 

different for sure. I realize that even though as naturalists’ actual outdoors activities is 

paramount to our experience, and some of you are missing this, but up until the last month or 

so community activities and recreation including our own have not been possible.  

Many of us have been away on our own summer family engagements. In recent weeks things 

have been opening up. For example, recently Georgina has started to offer recreation programs 

for residents. The town is offering programs such as youth archery, yoga, cardio bootcamp and 

tie-dye classes for kids in local parks. Other municipalities in York Region are also starting to 

reopen recreation programs; Newmarket moved its fitness equipment to an ice pad; Aurora 

reopened its pool facilities for limited summer swim programs etc. Other community 

organizations like churches, children and adult amateur sports organizations, music, visual arts 

shows, theatre, outdoor classrooms and others have begun to do this in outdoor (and even 

some indoor) settings as well.  

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/


A few weeks ago Norma, Gord and I met to discuss possible limited meeting/outing 

opportunities after all these months of restrictions our members this fall (the Y.R. Police Station 

meeting place is still unavailable). Principles we arrived at were that outdoor events are only 

possible given provincial and municipal guidelines. As naturalists outside in nature is so 

important, but it must be done safely. We had decided on a date at the end of September to 

see how cooling weather into autumn would unfold. 

With key principles and protocols in mind we have decided to hold a limited outdoor 

meeting/walkabout for members (in good standing only – for insurance compliance) that will 

meet the protocol principles that are necessary. This meeting is only for those who want to 

safely meet outdoors. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Date: Sunday September 27   Location: Brown Hill Park, parking is on Blake St. (first street 

south off Ravenshoe Rd. east of Hwy. 48). Outdoor location.                                                                                                           

Time:  

COVID-19 Protocol Principles that Apply 

Wear face mask, bring your own hand sanitizer, and be prepared to social distance 2 metres 

while attending. Attendance limited to 15 as names are taken by Norma.  No refreshments 

will be available. Supply your own if you want. Bring a lawn chair. There is a covered park 

pavilion. Rain or shine. 

Note: No one should attend who is sick and experiencing symptoms of illness (cough, fever 

etc.)  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

This meeting is not in any way essential and any member having underlying health issues, 

susceptibility to infection etc. or unsure about attending should not attend. No one should feel 

they should or have to attend. 

It is noted that recent increases in COVID-19 infections in Ontario and across Canada in the last 

few weeks. Ontario Hot Spots Ottawa, Toronto and Peel Region are expected to grow in the 

coming weeks. So, the next few days is a strategic time for in-person safe meeting, as 

temperatures begin to drop into October the growing documented infection cases is expected. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: Please renew your membership to receive future Newsletters, including meeting and 

outings updates and details. 



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- 

Media Pick suggestion for SLSN: You-Tubes Zooms, 

Webinars 
 
Some members have been interested in spending some screen time on their computer. 
Various high-quality programing is now readily available after the start of the COVID-19 
Pandemic and continuing of much better quality and technical merit than we in our 
organization could produce. These programs include U-Tubes, Zoom meetings, Webinars and 
related digital platforms programing. Below are some recommended Links, of many that 
members could search themselves, to partake in below. Enjoy! 

'Kiss the Ground' A ground breaking U-Tube presentation about regenerative agriculture.  

 https://youtu.be/3iknWWKZOUs 

Ontario climate change impact assessment 
August 17, 2020 - The Ontario government has selected a consulting team to conduct the province's first-ever 
multi-sector climate change impact assessment. Get more details and related information, on FOCA's website: 
https://foca.on.ca/climate-change-and-waterfront-ontario/ 

 

Drawdown 101 — An Introduction to the Science of Climate Solutions". 

Visit drawdown.org to explore climate solutions and to download our latest publication, The Drawdown Review. 
The best-selling book, Drawdown fundamentally shifted the global conversation about climate change. We can, 
address climate change with tools we have on hand today. Climate Fast. 

 

 Status of fish populations and habitats in Toronto and Region waters – TRCA 

 

Join us for our first ever virtual Lake Ontario Evening! Login to learn all about how fish 

populations and habitats are faring in the Toronto and Region Area of Concern from our panel of 

experts. 
 
In 2019/2020, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) and Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority (TRCA) scientists used more than 30 years of electrofishing data, long 
term habitat restoration records, and nearly a decade of hydroacoustic and telemetry survey 
data to assess the status of fish and their habitats in Toronto. At this Lake Ontario Evening, you’ll 
hear about how fish and fish habitat are doing, what we still don’t know, and how we can 
continue to support our native fish communities. 
 
This event is part of the Toronto and Region Remedial Action Plan's (RAP) Lake Ontario Evenings 

speaker series. Learn more about the Remedial Action Plan at torontorap.ca. 

   
Location: Online webinar (Register to receive an event link) 
Date: Tuesday, October 20 
Time: 5:30 to 7:30 PM 

 

Tours of Exploration – Travel Blogs – Canadian and World trips. https://toursexplore.com/canada-

blog  

https://cllimatefast.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d226670d99b737ee5f9f543ac&id=f248b5086f&e=0330ee6aa7
https://foca.on.ca/climate-change-and-waterfront-ontario/
https://cllimatefast.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d226670d99b737ee5f9f543ac&id=582fd926ff&e=0330ee6aa7
https://torontorap.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46af5215dba1f07afdc48f31b&id=f728847f22&e=f2c2a6f6ad
https://torontorap.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46af5215dba1f07afdc48f31b&id=91100e7af1&e=f2c2a6f6ad
https://toursexplore.com/canada-blog
https://toursexplore.com/canada-blog


Brown Bear Live Cam 

https://explore.org/livecams/brown-bears/brown-bear-salmon-cam-brooks-

falls?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events&utm_conte

nt=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events+CID_0001bab0bb54f11317e792d7cc4d8d51&utm_s

ource=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Bear%20Cam 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------- 

2020-07-29 

Comet NEOWISE photos – Jeff Boylin 

This Comet NEOWISE has only been visible for the last week. Three nights were 
evenings where I could see it well. I took these images early this morning. The 
Moon is now washing it out so its farewell for another 6500 years. Being a naked 
eye object below the Big Dipper was fantastic to kook at. It is the 2nd best of the 
last 3 large Comets in the past 24 years. The 3rd best was Hale Bopp in 1997 and 
the best of the best was Hyakutake in 1996, so its been a while. 
                                                               

  Comet NEOWISE 

Photos – Jeff Boylin 

https://explore.org/livecams/brown-bears/brown-bear-salmon-cam-brooks-falls?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events&utm_content=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events+CID_0001bab0bb54f11317e792d7cc4d8d51&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Bear%20Cam
https://explore.org/livecams/brown-bears/brown-bear-salmon-cam-brooks-falls?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events&utm_content=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events+CID_0001bab0bb54f11317e792d7cc4d8d51&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Bear%20Cam
https://explore.org/livecams/brown-bears/brown-bear-salmon-cam-brooks-falls?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events&utm_content=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events+CID_0001bab0bb54f11317e792d7cc4d8d51&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Bear%20Cam
https://explore.org/livecams/brown-bears/brown-bear-salmon-cam-brooks-falls?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events&utm_content=Youre%20Invited%20This%20Weeks%20Virtual%20Events+CID_0001bab0bb54f11317e792d7cc4d8d51&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=Bear%20Cam


 

  Detail 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Local SLSN members wildlife observations and 
photos – contributed 
 



 
 
Walking Stick - Stick insect 2020-08-11 Jeff Boylin Prout Rd. Georgina 

 



 
Heather MacKay observation – Osprey, 2020-08-14 
This Osprey was reported by Heather siting in a White Pine tree all day August 14 in the 
Jackson’s Point area, and friend Joe got a picture of it. Probably fishing from the tree 
overlooking Lake Simcoe. They are nesting at numerous locations around the Town in dead tree 
snags and the Hydro Towers etc. The young would have hatched by mid-August. They eat 
primarily fish so that’s why they hang at the Lake. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



 
 

  Photos of Great Egret 
 
Loes and Hans Pape – Great Egret 2020-08-16 



At around 7 pm we saw this bird near the pond behind the house near the Black river at Elm 
Grove.  Have there been more sightings in the area of egrets?  We used our pocket camera so 
the pictures are not great.   

Hans & Loes 

Looks like a Great egret, but hard to tell some details from the photos (We know what its like to 
get good photos some times). They do breed in specialty locations in the province. The bird 
would likely be a post-breeding dispersal bird foraging at your property wet are. I have not 
heard of anyone else seeing on in our area. Have made a note of your observation. Over the 
years on occasion we have had them appear, often in early spring presumably on route to 
breeding area especially on the upper Great Lakes. Serendipity reigned when a week later I saw 
a Great Egret flying over Zephyr Creek one afternoon, confirming the bird’s presence in the 
local area. We think it must have been the same bird. 
 
P. Harpley 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

York Region Forest News 
The Region's Trail Mowing contactor will be undertaking work in the York Regional Forest beginning on Monday 
August 17, 2020. The operation is expected to last up to five weeks .  
 
For the safety of the public and workers please keep clear of the operation. Please feel free to forward this email 
to other forest users. If you have any questions regarding this operation phone Matthew Currie 1-877-464-9675 
ext. 75249.  
 

The Region is also planning on constructing two limestone trails in the Nobleton Tract. These trails are planned to 

connect the parking lot on 15th Sideroad to the entrance at 8th Concession. The Secondary trail will connect the 

trail to that of King Township’s trial network to the west (and Subdivision). We are expecting work to commence 

within the next couple of days and be completed in three weeks. 

 

For the safety of the public and workers please keep clear of the operation.  Please feel free to forward this email 

to other forest users.  If you have any questions regarding this operation phone Colin MacDonald at 905-830-4444 

x75258. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cormorants 

SLSN member Mary Green inquired about the Cormorant Hunt issue. This is 

what the scientists are doing.  

2020-09-08 

Blog T.O. 



Experts are trying to stop a huge bird hunt in Canada 
Twee 

Save this Article 

People in Ontario are not happy that the provincial government has approved a mass hunt of 
the double-crested cormorant bird, and now experts are trying to put an end to it.  

In an open letter to the Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry John Yakabuski on Tuesday, 51 
wildlife ecologists, aquaculture experts, environmental sciences experts and others are opening up 
about why this hunt is problematic.  

"As ecologists, fisheries scientists and natural resource managers, we are concerned at the lack of 
scientific examination associated with the announcement," they wrote. 

Back in July, the Ontario government announced a 106-day hunt of the aquatic bird to manage the 
population, which depletes fish stocks and whose droppings damage trees. 

Hunters can take 15 birds per day, however, they are not required to report how many birds they've 
actually taken.  

"No rationale is provided as to why a provincial wide hunt is being adopted instead of targeted localized 
management approaches," the letter continues.  

"This hunt departs from two of the seven principles of the North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation. First, that wildlife should only be killed for a legitimate, non-frivolous purpose. Second, 
that scientific management is the proper means for wildlife conservation." 

In a statement to CBC, a spokesperson for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry said that many 
people are concerned about the effect the birds have on their communities.  

"Ontario currently has a healthy and sustainable cormorant population. The ministry will continue to 
monitor the double-crested cormorant population status and trends to support sustainability of 
cormorants in the province." 

News of the hunt unsurprisingly garnered lots of backlash on social media.  

A petition has started in hopes of stopping the hunt.  

Hunters with an outdoors card and a small game license will be allowed to hunt the cormorant bird from 
Sept. 15 to Dec. 31.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cormorant#:~:text=Cormorants%20and%20shags%20are%20medium,webbing%20between%20all%20four%20toes.
https://gsfraser.blog.yorku.ca/files/2020/09/DCCO_OpenLetter_Final_signed.pdf?x97714
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/open-letter-ontario-minister-natural-resources-forestry-cormorant-hunt-1.5708840
https://www.change.org/p/ontario-minister-of-natural-resources-and-forestry-john-yakabuski-stop-the-fall-hunt-of-double-crested-cormorants-in-ontario


Naturalists, Outdoor enthusiasts and others concern about the Sale of 
MEC (Mountain Equipment Coop) – Change.org Petition – Have your 
say!  

P E T I T I O N  U P D A T E  

Save Our MEC - Here's the Plan 
Paul Finch 
Canada 
SEP 19, 2020 —  
Dear friends, 

This campaign has taken off - with over 90,000 of us signed up. Now we need your help to win. Time is 
short, and we have to act fast. 

Contrary to news reports, the sale of MEC has NOT yet been completed. 

Here are the most important things to do right now: 

1. Help us trigger an Emergency General Meeting of the co-op. If you are a member of MEC, sign on 
at https://www.ourmec.ca 

The board has failed to consult members about the sale of the co-op, and has refused to release the 
results of the election held earlier this year. If enough of us add our names, we can force an Emergency 
General Meeting and conduct new board elections. 

Note: If you have ever bought anything at MEC, then you're a lifetime member of the co-op. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lake Simcoe Act Review News 
 
 Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks  
Office of the Minister  
777 Bay Street, 5th Floor  
Toronto ON M7A 2J3  
Tel.: 416-314-6790  

Ministère de l'Environnement,  
de la Protection de la nature et des 
Parcs  
Bureau du ministre  
777, rue Bay, 5e étage  
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 2J3  
Tél. : 416.314.6790  

         357-2020-1864 
 
August 24, 2020  
 
Mr. Paul Harpley, BSc. (Hons.), M.A. EC/F.I.’06  
President, South Lake Simcoe Naturalists  

https://www.ourmec.ca/


Email: paul@harpley.ca  
 
Dear Mr. Harpley:  
Thank you for your emailed letter and for bringing to my attention the concerns your organization has as 
environmental stewards of Lake Simcoe. The ministry is always pleased to hear from organizations that are 
dedicated to protecting and restoring Lake Simcoe.  
 
Decades of research, monitoring and scientific studies have made us keenly aware of the threats and pressures 
that have come to bear on the Lake Simcoe watershed. As the instrument guiding our protection and restoration 
efforts, the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, 2009 (the Plan) has resulted in the adoption of a suite of management 
measures by all partners that will help address many of the challenges facing the watershed that you have raised in 
your letter.  
 
Through the Made-In-Ontario Environment Plan, we remain committed to implementing the Plan. After a decade 
of sustained effort, the Province and its many partners are making progress towards our long-term objectives, 
despite the challenges resulting from the considerable urban development and population growth in the 
watershed. However, as your letter suggests, more remains to be done.  
Restoring the health of the watershed is a long-term undertaking. While phosphorus loads from sewage treatment 
plants have decreased significantly since 2009, we are seeing increases in tributary loads. This increase is likely due 
to more water carrying phosphorus flowing from the tributaries into the lake. Within the lake, we are measuring 
increases in dissolved oxygen approaching the Plan target of 7mg/L; and decreases in phosphorus concentrations. 
We are also seeing signs of naturally reproducing cold water species such as lake trout, lake whitefish and cisco, as 
a positive step towards the desired outcome of sustaining a cold-water fishery. 
  
The Plan is based on the principle of adaptive management. It is expected that the Plan will evolve and improve 
over time, based on new science and implementation experience. For this reason, the Lake Simcoe Protection Act, 
2008 requires that the Plan be reviewed every 10 years. In the coming months, we will be providing people the 
opportunity to participate in the first Plan review. The ministry will be providing more details on the public 
engagement process and I look forward to receiving input from your organization.  
 
I assure you our government remains committed to this important work moving forward.  
Our recently released 10 Year Report on Lake Simcoe details the progress that Ontario has made in this important 
region since the implementation of the Plan in 2009. In the report you can read about the improvements in overall 
lake health that are being made. You can find the report at www.ontario.ca/page/ministers-10-year-report-lake-
simcoe.  
Thank you again for your interest in this important issue.  
Sincerely,  
 

 
Jeff Yurek  
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2020-08-17 

Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition - www.RescueLakeSimcoe.org 

Phone: 647-267-7572 

http://www.rescuelakesimcoe.org/


  

 

September Newsletter 
 
The media attention our cause has received this summer is a great indicator that our message -- that the 
policies of the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan are critical to keeping our water and beaches clean and safe, and 
must be kept intact -- is resonating with people and gaining traction. Thanks to all who have helped spread 
the word! But we can't relax just yet - the LSPP Review is now just around the corner. 
 
Here's how we are protecting Lake Simcoe together right now, and letting our policymakers know we care 
about the lake: 

1. Letter campaign - have you sent your letter yet? 
2. Municipal delegations, and responses to date. 
3. Innisfil Community Mapping Report released - with cool interactive map. 
4. Lawn signs back in stock - get yours today! 

 

1. Protect Our Plan Letter Campaign 

 

 

Have you sent your letter yet? Please take 60 seconds and do it right now.  
 
We can't allow the Ontario government to weaken the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan and erode the lake's 
health by allowing more sewage, pollution and development to worsen water quality. What we want is 
clean water, safe beaches and plentiful green space for future generations, and we need to let them know!  
 
Right now, 265 letters have been sent. Help us get to 400.  

 

2. Municipal Delegations and Responses 

 

We have been making presentations and asking Councils to pass a resolution that demonstrates a 
commitment to ensuring the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan is not weakened during the provincial review.  
 
Are you interested in how your municipality has responded, and my thoughts on why they are reacting the 

https://mailchi.mp/06a42678c5a8/rescue-lake-simcoe-5847083?e=a6f38539ac#1
https://mailchi.mp/06a42678c5a8/rescue-lake-simcoe-5847083?e=a6f38539ac#2
https://mailchi.mp/06a42678c5a8/rescue-lake-simcoe-5847083?e=a6f38539ac#3
https://mailchi.mp/06a42678c5a8/rescue-lake-simcoe-5847083?e=a6f38539ac#4
https://rescuelakesimcoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Rescue_Lake_Simcoe_Coalition_Proposed_Resolution.pdf


 

way that they are? It's all detailed in my recent blog post: If municipalities truly want a clean Lake Simcoe 
they need more than hope. 
 
Looking forward, the Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition and allies are going to make another eight delegations to 
Councils this fall: Simcoe County, Durham Region, Newmarket, Aurora, King, Brock, Uxbridge, and Georgina. 
Residents can support our campaign by calling their Councillor and asking them to support 
our resolution and protect Lake Simcoe. 
  

 

3. Innisfil Community Mapping Report 

 

 

Before COVID hit, we hosted a Community Mapping Event in Innisfil. Participants articulated a strong desire 
to protect what attracts people to Innisfil: clean beaches, fish-bearing streams, Lake Simcoe, and the 
proximity of nature and trails. It was agreed that Innisfil has some work to do to bring wetland and 
woodland protections up to the recommended minimums, preferably before the Orbit Plan is developed. 
 
The report of that event was released at the end of August, and special thanks to our friend Adam at the 
Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition for creating a special web-based version of the report with an interactive 
map. 
 
The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition is pleased to have worked with residents and elected officials on this 
event and its recommendations, and looks forward to further encouraging and facilitating public 
participation in realizing the vision of sustainable growth in the Lake Simcoe watershed. 
  

 

4. Lawn Signs Back in Stock 

 

  

 

Here's an easy way to show your support for the lake: order your lawn sign today!  
  

 

Thank you for your ongoing love of Lake Simcoe! 
 
Claire Malcolmson 
Executive Director  

 

https://rescuelakesimcoe.org/2020/08/28/if-municipalities-truly-want-a-clean-lake-simcoe-they-need-more-than-hope/
https://rescuelakesimcoe.org/2020/08/28/if-municipalities-truly-want-a-clean-lake-simcoe-they-need-more-than-hope/
https://rescuelakesimcoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Rescue_Lake_Simcoe_Coalition_Proposed_Resolution.pdf
https://rescuelakesimcoe.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Innisfil_Community_Mapping_Report_final.pdf
https://www.simcoecountygreenbelt.ca/innisfil_community_mapping
https://www.simcoecountygreenbelt.ca/innisfil_community_mapping
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNjuRaI_dyO9LGWeaLTQMzCT5Dpum78tQr4iwHNJnNhUJ5TQ/viewform


 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 

2020-08-20 

National Observer 

Greenbelt Council, environmental advocates 
urge Ford government to reconsider highway 
plans 

By Emma McIntosh | News, Politics | August 20th 2020 

 
The Oak Ridges Moraine, an environmentally sensitive part of the Ontario Greenbelt that was formed by glacial activity, 
pictured in 2011. A new proposed highway project would run through the region. Photo by Suzanne Schroeter/Flickr 

A provincial advisory group and environmental advocates are urging the Ford government to reconsider plans to 
expedite a new Greater Toronto Area highway that could cut through the Greenbelt. 

The idea for a highway through the region’s West Corridor was floated, then killed, by the previous Liberal 
government and revived under the Progressive Conservatives. The government announced its preferred route for 
the highway on Aug. 7, and has proposed to fast-track the project’s environmental assessment. 

The Greenbelt Council, a government-appointed expert panel, said it would be “ill-advised” for the government to 
speed up the project, chair David Crombie wrote in an Aug. 18 letter to Municipal Affairs Minister Steve Clark, 
pointing to “significant stakeholder concerns.” 

“The Greenbelt Council continues to have strong reservations about new transportation corridors in the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe in terms of both lack of need and the fact that such large-scale infrastructure compromises the 
protection of prime agricultural lands and the long-term integrity of natural heritage areas in the Greenbelt,” 
Crombie wrote. (Crombie, a respected former Toronto mayor, also served as a Progressive Conservative MP.) 

And in a new report released Thursday, green non-profit Environmental Defence said the project would seriously 
damage the environment and pave the way for increased carbon emissions. It would also cut through at least 53 
waterways in the protected Greenbelt, which Premier Doug Ford has repeatedly pledged not to develop. 

https://www.nationalobserver.com/u/emma-mcintosh
https://www.nationalobserver.com/news
https://www.nationalobserver.com/sections/politics
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/06/18/news/doug-ford-promises-transparency-environmental-changes-made-during-covid-19


“This highway was cancelled previously for good reasons,” said Environmental Defence programs director Keith 
Brooks. 

“At a time like this, in a climate crisis… we’re going to build a new highway?” 

The Ontario government has said it expects the corridor, Highway 413, will be used for 300,000 vehicle trips per 
day by 2031. It would run through the Halton, Peel and York regions, connecting several major 400-series routes. 

“The GTA West Corridor will help alleviate traffic congestion and improve the movement of people and goods 
across the province,” Transportation Minister Caroline Mulroney said in an Aug. 7 statement. 

Brooks pointed to research showing that building new roads doesn’t reduce congestion — it tends to attract more 
drivers, a concept called “induced demand” that was identified by two University of Toronto researchers in 2009. 
It’s not yet clear exactly how much that demand could affect Ontario’s climate goals, he added. 

“The impacts are significant,” he said. 

“This highway was cancelled previously for good reasons,” said Environmental Defence program manager Keith 
Brooks. #onpoli 

 
More information: https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/08/20/news/greenbelt-council-environmental-advocates-urge-ford-government-

reconsider-highway?utm_source=National+Observer&utm_campaign=70745009d7-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_20_01_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cacd0f141f-70745009d7-263631697 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Have your Say on Transportation in the GTA. 
2020-09-14 

https://www.newmarkettoday.ca/local-news/province-seeks-input-on-greater-golden-horseshoe-

transportation-plan-2709464?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Email  

Province seeks input on Greater Golden Horseshoe 
transportation plan 
Online survey will guide highway and transit investment from today to the year 2051 

https://www.economics.utoronto.ca/workingPapers/tecipa-370.pdf
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/08/20/news/greenbelt-council-environmental-advocates-urge-ford-government-reconsider-highway?utm_source=National+Observer&utm_campaign=70745009d7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_20_01_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cacd0f141f-70745009d7-263631697
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/08/20/news/greenbelt-council-environmental-advocates-urge-ford-government-reconsider-highway?utm_source=National+Observer&utm_campaign=70745009d7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_20_01_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cacd0f141f-70745009d7-263631697
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/08/20/news/greenbelt-council-environmental-advocates-urge-ford-government-reconsider-highway?utm_source=National+Observer&utm_campaign=70745009d7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_20_01_33&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cacd0f141f-70745009d7-263631697
https://www.newmarkettoday.ca/local-news/province-seeks-input-on-greater-golden-horseshoe-transportation-plan-2709464?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Email
https://www.newmarkettoday.ca/local-news/province-seeks-input-on-greater-golden-horseshoe-transportation-plan-2709464?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Email


NEWS RELEASE 
ONTARIO GOVERNMENT 
************************* 
The Ontario government is launching an online survey that will help inform long-term transportation planning for 
the Greater Golden Horseshoe, and guide highway and transit investment from today to the year 2051. Gathering 
input directly from communities is part of the government's commitment to develop regional transportation plans 
that reflect local needs and priorities. 

"We've received great feedback as we develop this transportation plan and are encouraging even more people to 
participate in helping to shape the future of transportation in the Greater Golden Horseshoe," said Caroline 
Mulroney, Minister of Transportation. "This survey is incredibly important. We need the community to take part in 
order to build a high functioning and efficient transportation system that will keep families and the economy of the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe moving." 

This regional transportation plan will help renew and expand modern infrastructure, foster a healthy environment, 
and allow the region to stay competitive in a global economy. By participating in the development of the plan, local 
residents can help ensure the plan meets the environmental, economic and social needs of the families, businesses 
and communities throughout the region. 

The survey is the latest step in continued engagement with the general public, municipal and freight stakeholders, 
businesses and Indigenous communities. A summary of the survey findings will be produced by the Ministry of 
Transportation and posted on the Greater Golden Horseshoe transportation plan web page. 

QUICK FACTS 

• The Greater Golden Horseshoe is the urban region centred around the City of Toronto and extends from 
Waterloo, Wellington and Brant County from the west, Peterborough and Northumberland from the east, 
Simcoe County to the north, with Haldimand and Niagara to the south. 

• In 2016, there were 33.3 billion passenger-kilometres and 3.9 billion commercial vehicle-kilometres travelled 
and a total of $1.05 trillion in commodity value of goods transported on the provincial road network in the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe. 

• By 2051, population and employment are forecasted to grow from 9 million to 14.9 million people, and 4.5 
million to 7 million jobs, respectively. 

• Ontario is developing regional plans across the province, starting with Connecting the Southwest: A Draft 
Transportation Plan for Southwestern Ontario, which was released in January 2020. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2020-09-18 

Bird Life 

Hundreds of organisations unite, calling world leaders 

to 'act on nature' 

On the eve of the High Level Week of the UN General Assembly, a call for world leaders to act to halt and reverse 
nature loss this decade comes from far and wide: Businesses; Environment, Development and Humanitarian 
Organisations; Faith groups; Local and Regional Governments; Indigenous People; and Youth are all calling for 
action to secure a sustainable future for people and planet. 

https://www.ontario.ca/form/survey-greater-golden-horseshoe-transportation-plan?utm_source=newmarkettoday.ca&utm_campaign=newmarkettoday.ca&utm_medium=referral
https://www.ontario.ca/page/connecting-southwest-draft-transportation-plan-southwestern-ontario?utm_source=newmarkettoday.ca&utm_campaign=newmarkettoday.ca&utm_medium=referral
https://www.ontario.ca/page/connecting-southwest-draft-transportation-plan-southwestern-ontario?utm_source=newmarkettoday.ca&utm_campaign=newmarkettoday.ca&utm_medium=referral
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By BirdLife International 
 

JOINT PRESS RELEASE 

Organisations representing hundreds of millions of individuals globally, alongside more than 560 global businesses 
with combined revenue of $4 trillion, have today issued unprecedented coordinated calls for urgent action on 
nature to protect human and planetary health. 

Nature is currently declining at rates unseen in human history, with up to one million species threatened by 
extinction. WWF’s Living Planet Report 2020, released last week, revealed that wildlife populations have declined 
on average by a shocking 68 per cent since 1970, putting humanity’s future in grave danger. In a distinct indication 
of growing concern and momentum for change, global organisations representing interests far beyond 
conservation are voicing simultaneous calls for decisive action to secure a sustainable future for people and the 
planet. 

These calls for action, coming ahead of the High Level 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Bill 197 – Ontario Government  

2020-08-10 

Ecojustice is suing the Ford government for its failure to consult with Ontarians before it passed Bill 197 
(COVID-19 Economic Recovery Act), an omnibus bill that severely curtails public participation in environmental 
decision-making and makes significant changes to a number of environmental laws. The Ontario government 
unlawfully steamrolled this bill through the legislature without any public consultation. 

On July 8, the Ford government tabled Bill 197. Less than two weeks later, the Ford government made it law – 
without any public consultation. 

The legislation makes major changes to the province’s Environmental Assessment Act, the Planning Act and 
other environmental laws. Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights gives the public the right to participate 
meaningfully in environmental decision-making about these types of changes – but the Ford government 
ignored that right and steamrolled Bill 197 through the Ontario legislature. 

This is not the first time the Ford government has pushed through significant environmental changes without 
allowing the public to have their say. 

https://ipbes.net/news/Media-Release-Global-Assessment
https://wwf.panda.org/wwf_news/press_releases/?793831/WWF-LPR--reveals-two-thirds-decline-in-wildlife-populations-on-average-since-1970
https://www.naturepositive.org/callstoaction
https://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/styles/1600/public/news/pexels-james-wheeler-417074.jpg?itok=hO_3awll


In 2019, a majority of an Ontario court agreed with Ecojustice that the Ford government’s failure to consult 
with the public before scrapping cap and trade was unlawful. In that case, the Court stopped just short of 
handing the Ontario government a formal sanction. 

Now, once again, Ecojustice is going to court to uphold Ontarians' legal right to be consulted on major changes 
to environmental regulations. 

Ecojustice is committed to defending Canadians’ right to speak up when projects threaten the air, land, water 
and biodiversity around us. When governments try to deny individuals and communities this right, our lawyers 
are ready to step in and go to court. 

Sincerely, 

Devon Page, executive director, Ecojustice 

For more information and action visit: 
https://ecojustice.ca/contact/?gclid=CjwKCAjwwab7BRBAEiwAapqpTDH7xqN4Ey2QAgG7P-mZYAWZvLNk6oyUOfcFt2eg-1c-

EnanTTy1ahoCvLYQAvD_BwE  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2020-09-11 

New Scientist – WWF Report Findings 

Wildlife crash – Global! 
Global populations of mammals, birds, amphibians, reptiles and fish have fallen an average of 68 per cent globally 

since 1970, declining at a rate faster than previously predicted, according to the 2020 Living Planet Report by the 

conservation group WWF. The report draws on data covering 20,811 populations of 4392 vertebrate species. The 

largest drops identified in the report are in South America, Central America and the Caribbean, where the average 

size of monitored wildlife populations has declined by 94 per cent. It also highlights that three-quarters of ice-free 

land on Earth has been significantly changed by human activity and more than 85 per cent of the area covered by 

wetlands has been lost globally.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2020-08-14 

Ecojustice 

Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) 

Parliamentary Petition: https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2758 

August 14, 2020 

Canada’s cornerstone environmental law, the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) has never 
explicitly included your right to a healthy environment. We need that to change.  

https://ecojustice.ca/contact/?gclid=CjwKCAjwwab7BRBAEiwAapqpTDH7xqN4Ey2QAgG7P-mZYAWZvLNk6oyUOfcFt2eg-1c-EnanTTy1ahoCvLYQAvD_BwE
https://ecojustice.ca/contact/?gclid=CjwKCAjwwab7BRBAEiwAapqpTDH7xqN4Ey2QAgG7P-mZYAWZvLNk6oyUOfcFt2eg-1c-EnanTTy1ahoCvLYQAvD_BwE
https://newscientist.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6710b48697068ec8e08d69abf&id=a13116a3af&e=e19b0517b4
https://petitions.ourcommons.ca/en/Petition/Details?Petition=e-2758


CEPA was last reformed in 1999, and since then it has never been updated. As a result, this law has not 
kept pace with the current science and is no longer up to the task of protecting Canadians from 21st-
century risks. Chief among the list of improvements this law needs is the meaningful inclusion of our right 
to a healthy environment. 

As you may remember, Ecojustice and our partners have led a years-long effort to get CEPA reform on the 
table and secure government commitments to modernize this critical piece of legislation. 

That work is paying off.  

Environment Minister Jonathan Wilkinson and his parliamentary secretary, Peter Schiefke, are currently 
developing their plans to update CEPA. 

Now we need your help in reminding them that a CEPA that doesn’t include the right to a healthy 
environment can’t be called a modern law that will effectively protect Canadians and the environment 
from harm. 

Please, add your name to this parliamentary petition in support of a stronger, more effective CEPA that 
includes the right to a healthy environment.  

For more on why CEPA reform and enshrining your right to a healthy environment in law matters — now, 
perhaps more than ever — don’t miss our latest blog from Dr. Elaine MacDonald, who heads up 
Ecojustice’s healthy communities program.  

Sincerely, 
Devon Page, executive director, Ecojustice 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2020-08-14 

Environmental Defence 

Plastics Issue 

Rolling back the deposit on alcohol containers 
 

 

 

  

The province is proposing amendments to Ontario’s deposit return program for alcoholic beverage 
containers—spoiler alert, it’s not great. 

https://e-activist.com/page/email/click/1943/4862483?email=%2BwxSbpLKIjWyjdwy41%2FibA==&campid=cGaGD57Zx8%2BZkArzVWMSmA==


The Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks is considering allowing beer, wine and liquor 
producer to opt out of the existing deposit return program (DRP) and instead meet their recycling 
targets using the Blue Box system. That would be a huge mistake. 

Not only does the DRP achieve recycling rates that are double those of the Blue Box, it allows for 
containers to be reused many times over. The average beer bottle is reused 15 times before it’s 
recycled! 

Ashley Wallis 

Program Manager, Plastics  

For more information and action visit: https://act.environmentaldefence.ca/page/34341/donate/1  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Amazing Wildlife Facts 
2020-09-09 

New Scientist 

Hummingbirds can drop their body 
temperature below 4°C when they rest 

LIFE 9 September 2020 

By Christa Lesté-Lasserre 

 
A sparkling violetear (Colibri coruscans) flying and feeding at a flower in the Amazon in PeruAll Canada Photos / Alamy 

Hummingbirds can enter a hibernation-like state at night, dropping their body temperature to under 4°C in an 
effort to preserve energy for use during the day. 

The birds are among the few animals, including night hawks and some small rodents, that are capable of torpor, in 
which body function reduces to a bare minimum for a few hours, says Blair Wolf at the University of New Mexico. 

https://act.environmentaldefence.ca/page/34341/donate/1
https://www.newscientist.com/subject/life/
https://www.newscientist.com/author/christa-leste-lasserre/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2245639-brain-switch-lets-us-control-a-kind-of-suspended-animation-in-mice/


Previous studies have found that hummingbirds can drop their body temperature … 
 
Read more: https://www.newscientist.com/article/2254001-hummingbirds-can-drop-their-body-temperature-below-4c-when-
they-rest/#ixzz6XYh83eB6 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Take Personal Action 
2020-09-17 

Green Party of Ontario 

Mike Schreiner 
Leader 
Green Party of Ontario 

Wolf Lake at Risk – destruction of last Red Pine ancient Trees – 

Sudbury area 

Petition: https://secure.gpo.ca/protect-wolf-lake?source=C20.PWL.E.TLNK   

 

Some places are too special to be dug up. 

Wolf Lake is one of them - home to the largest remaining old-growth red pine forest in the world. 

Conservative and Liberal governments promised to protect Wolf Lake, but then allowed mining exploration to 

continue for decades. 

Now Doug Ford is doing more of the same, putting this critically endangered forest at greater risk. 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2254001-hummingbirds-can-drop-their-body-temperature-below-4c-when-they-rest/#ixzz6XYh83eB6
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2254001-hummingbirds-can-drop-their-body-temperature-below-4c-when-they-rest/#ixzz6XYh83eB6
https://secure.gpo.ca/protect-wolf-lake?source=C20.PWL.E.TLNK


Mining companies want to carve new scars into the heart of this provincial treasure. 

Let’s make good on decades’ old promises and stop mining in Wolf Lake 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2020-08-14 

C.B.C. What on Earth 

How cutting speed limits could slow climate change 
   

 

 

   
 

Canadian cities from Edmonton to Montreal are lowering speed limits, primarily in an attempt to save lives. But 
slowing down may also be an easy way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution — not just on 
urban roadways but also on highways (and even the high seas). 
 
According to Natural Resources Canada, driving a vehicle with an internal combustion engine at 120 km/h 
burns 20 per cent more fuel than driving at 100 km/h. An Ontario law that requires trucks to install technology 
to limit their speed to 105 km/h was estimated to have reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 4.6 megatonnes 
between 2009 and 2020. 
 
That’s largely because air resistance increases exponentially at higher speeds, reducing a vehicle’s fuel 
efficiency and generating more pollution per kilometre. 
  
In addition, certain pollutants such as nitrogen oxides are generated mainly at higher speeds, said Marianne 
Hatzopoulou, professor and Canada research chair in transportation and air quality at the University of 
Toronto.  
 
That’s the reason the Netherlands recently cut its daytime highway speed limits from 130 km/h to 100 km/h. 
But Hatzopoulou said cutting speed limits can reduce emissions on city streets, too. 
 
In both cases, it’s not just your maximum speed that counts but how often and how much you speed up and 
slow down, as a result of things like congestion and traffic control. “All these acceleration events will actually 
lead to higher emissions," she said. 
 
If a speed limit is set at 70 km/h, for example, cars try to accelerate to that speed at a green light, cruise very 
briefly at 70 km/h, then rapidly decelerate at the next red light. If the speed limit is 40 km/h, there’s a lot less 

http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaFaq812fhXhv9bRRCi71lU
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaFwUfBhDMX67agJOc5ias3
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaFTonbx2hWUJblBKLStjyc
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaGfSuLMqMWJlcqtHlFEsEl
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaGCmCm1PhWxXdvlDVsPBKu
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaGCmCm1PhWxXdvlDVsPBKu
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaGYQJWhdMWmzeAdAvg0KQD


acceleration and deceleration, Hatzopolou said. 
 
Lower speed limits have indirect climate benefits, too. They can discourage car travel and, by making streets 
safer, encourage walking and cycling.  
 
The city of Prince George, B.C., advocates reducing downtown speed limits to 30 km/h specifically to encourage 
walking and cycling as part of its 2020 climate mitigation plan. 
 
“Slower speeds … actually create liveability,” said Sandy James, a Vancouver-based urban planner who has 
been advocating for lower speed limits for years.  
 
James thinks it’s a message governments are starting to get. She noted that Europe is beginning to mandate the 
use of intelligent speed assistance in new vehicles. The technology limits a vehicle’s speed based on local speed 
limits.  
 
Meanwhile, the U.S. National Association of City Transportation Officials recently recommended setting lower 
urban speed limits based on safety, as well as local urban density and activity, rather than the traditional 
method of gauging how fast drivers are comfortable driving. 
 
Regardless of the posted speed limit, individual drivers can actually reduce their fuel consumption (and 
emissions) by 15 to 20 per cent through improved driving habits alone, according to Ralph Sims at Massey 
University in New Zealand. 
 
Here are some eco-friendly driving tips from Hatzopoulo: 

• Stick to the posted speed limit (or go slower if there’s congestion or traffic signals ahead). 

• Keep a steady pace (cruise control can help). 

• Accelerate and decelerate slowly. 

• Limit the number of times you change speed — this may mean fewer lane changes and less passing. 
— Emily Chung 
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Environmental Defence Canada  

Prime Minister Trudeau: Don't let Canada miss its 
methane reduction target! 

In 2016, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau promised that Canada would reduce methane emissions from the oil and 
gas sector by a minimum of 40-45 per cent by the year 2025. But delays and weak regulations by the federal 
government now mean that Canada won’t meet this commitment. Instead, a reduction of less than 30 per cent 
will be achieved by the deadline. 

http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaHlkRwwChWbbfF5x53bTWM
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaI4j6H1phVOphOPqeDyc94
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaI4j6H1phVOphOPqeDyc94
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaIqNehgNMVD1iTHmOqJlfd
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaINhlRwchVrDjYzjodUulm
http://newsletters.cbc.ca/c/16YiaINhlRwchVrDjYzjodUulm


Missing the methane reduction target is a big deal - why? Methane is a highly potent greenhouse gas that 
contributes greatly to climate change, and the technologies and practices capable of reducing methane emissions 
are available and well understood by both government and industry. These solutions aren’t even expensive, 
making methane reduction one of the most affordable climate solutions available today. 

Urge Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to fulfill his commitment to reduce methane emissions from the oil and gas 
sector by strengthening federal regulations. This push is vital to ensure that industry doesn’t stall in using the 
inexpensive and readily available solutions to fight climate change - there isn’t time to lose. 
 
Your letter will be sent to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 
Jonathan Wilkinson. 

Share: 

Environmental Defence is a leading Canadian advocacy organization that works with government, industry and 
individuals to defend clean water, a safe climate and healthy communities. 

 


