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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meetings and Outings 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Meetings:  All Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. at the York Region Police 

Building Meeting Room (Baseline Road between McCowan 

and Civic Centre Road) unless noted otherwise. No July or 

August Meetings. Members events (insurance compliance). 

Visitors welcome. 

York Regional Police, 3 District Community Meeting Room 

3527 Baseline Road, Georgina.  

 

 

 

Tuesday, June 13   Costa Rica: Norma Knowlton, our club treasurer recently went on an 

adventure tourism trip to Costa Rica. She will lead this meeting with a 

travelogue and fact based introduction and analysis on the geography of 

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/


Costs Rica including its diverse rainforest, upland and lowland 

landscapes.   
 

Phone Paul 905-722-8021 or Norma 905-476-4747 for further information about meetings.   

  

NOTICE about Meeting hours – 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. only. 

 

 

Outings: All regular outings – Note: Paid-up members may participate 

(for insurance compliance). 

2017 SPRING 

 

With the recent field and research work we have done since 

2015 surrounding the proposed Ainslie Hill Development in 

Sutton, we have confirmed and documented some threatened 

and/or endangered species. Working with MNRF staff I have 

set up some further work we can do to further contribute to 

the science here in 2017.Below are some planned field 

expeditions in the next few weeks of breeding season for 

focused outings. 

 

These outings will start at the Sutton Rail Trail Head, meet 

at the Sutton District Parking Lot (south-west corner of 

SDHS)on the north side of Catering Road. 

 

Paul Harpley SLSN.  

 
Wed. June 14

th
  7:00 p.m. Field Outing - Snapping Turtle, breeding birds with focus on 

Chimney Swift. 

 

Sunday June 18
th

 8:30 a.m. Birding – Lake Simcoe and area. Meet at Tim Horton’s Sutton, 

Dalton Road. 

 

Tuesday June 20
th

 7:30 p.m. Field Outing - Snapping Turtle, breeding birds with focus on 

Chimney Swift and Bats. 
 

York Region Forest News 

The Region's Herbicide Application contactor will be undertaking work in the Bendor and Graves Tract, North 

Tract and Davis Drive Tract beginning on Monday June 12, 2017.  The operation is expected to be completed 

within four weeks.   



For the safety of the public and workers please keep clear of the operation.  Please feel free to forward this email to 

other forest users.  If you have any questions regarding this operation please contact Matthew Currie 

at  matthew.currie@york.ca  or  905-830-4444 ext. 75249. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

Following-up from our previous SLSN Club meeting on Mining Issues in Canada, the article below details 

some current  Mining related news consistent with items of discussion in our meeting. 

Month of Action for Mining Justice 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017 - 16:26 

 

Government officials have told us that they plan to create an ombudsperson for the extractive sector - yet they have 

not announced it officially and it was not in the federal budget. We need to hold them to their word! Join Amnesty 

International and the Canadian Network for Corporate Accountability (CNCA) for a Month of Action for Mining 

Justice in May - and get started today! Let's create a groundswell of support that decision-makers won't be able to 

ignore.  

Taken Action in May 2017 

This May, thirty organizations including Amnesty International took Action for Mining Justice.  

Week One  

A webinar on May 4th to hear about CNCA's meeting with Canada's Minister of International Trade, François-

Philippe Champagne and to get prepared for our Month of Action.  

mailto:matthew.currie@york.ca


>>> Register here  

Week Two 

Writing a letter or send a tweet to Minister Champagne.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 

Living Land Coalition – The European Union 
 

15 May 2017 

Over 250,000 citizens and 600 organisations demand a better food and farming system 

http://edge.united-church.ca/webinars/event-registration/?uts=1492114452#checkout


Commissioner Phil Hogan and the Living Land coalition 

By Maxime Paquin 

 

Civil society sends a strong message to the European Commission: the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy is 

in dire need of a fundamental rethink. This is what 258,708 citizens and over 600 organisations and 

businesses told the Commission in the largest ever public consultation on agricultural policy which ended on 

2 May. Indeed, it was the second largest EU public consultation ever after that held on the Birds & Habitats 

Directives. 

On Thursday, 11 May 2017, Commissioner Phil Hogan was presented with the logos of 600 organisations that called 

for a radical reform of the Common Agricultural Policy. The Living Land coalition handed Commissioner Hogan 

the logos before a high-level conference
(1)

 on the future of the CAP in Brussels, which was organised by Bird Life 

Europe and Central Asia in collaboration with the European Environmental Bureau (EEB). 

http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/styles/1600/public/hogan1.jpg?itok=5wNiOgBH


 



The conference coincided with the release of the preliminary results of a study
(2)

 on the CAP by Guy Pe'er and 

Sebastian Lakner. "The available evidence analysed so far points to major inefficiencies resulting from the lack of a 

coherent set of objectives, ineffective and partly conflicting instruments, and poor uptake of knowledge. We also 

identified very poor relevance of the objectives themselves, and that both farmers and the public are unsatisfied with 

the CAP and its outcomes. While the design and implementation of CAP instruments fails to meet current 

sustainability challenges, the good news is that the knowledge and tools needed to move towards a better and 

smarter CAP are available. What’s needed now is the political will to use them", said Pe'er. 

“It is clear that the current CAP is failing farmers, citizens, and the planet, but we are seeing the emergence of a new 

movement bringing together many different interests around the need to revolutionize our food and farming system 

in a sustainable way”, said Ariel Brunner, Bird Life Europe’s Senior Head of Policy. 

The EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), which takes up almost 40% of the EU budget, is a major driver of 

unsustainable farming in Europe, as it continues to stimulate industrial food production that causes environmental 

degradation. Unsustainable agriculture is the single biggest cause of biodiversity loss in Europe, causing the 

depletion of species like farmland birds and bees, as well as depleting healthy soil and clean water. The 

yellowhammer, meadow pipit, European turtle dove and red-footed falcon are but a few examples of birds that are 

vanishing. 

http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/european-turtle-dove-streptopelia-turtur
http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/news/vanishing-europe%E2%80%99s-farmland-birds
http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/news/vanishing-europe%E2%80%99s-farmland-birds


 



Evidence shows that our rural areas have lost over 58% of their farmland birds, and 24% of European bumblebees 

are threatened by extinction, with inevitably significant economic losses. The CAP also fails to address the needs of 

rural areas: between 2007 and 2013, about 20% of jobs in the farming sector were lost, with an increasing number of 

small farmers being put out of business.  

During his keynote speech, Commissioner Phil Hogan admitted that the CAP had flaws and that the EU needed to 

do much more. “We must always strive to do more, and the CAP needs to step up to the plate and help to deliver on 

our ambitious international agreements, such as the SDGs and the Paris agreement on climate change”, he said. 

The European Commission is expected to present the outcomes of the Consultation during a conference on 7 July 

2017. The EU'S new Common Agricultural Policy should be implemented in all Member States by 2021. 

  

Notes: 

1. All the speakers' presentations are available on EEB's website. 

2. The European Environmental Bureau (EEB) and BirdLife Europe and Central Asia commissioned Guy Pe’er and 

Sebastian Lakner to conduct a study, which was done in collaboration with Gioele Passoni, Clémentine Azam, Jurij 

Berger, Lars Hartmann, Stefan Schüler, Robert Müller, Marie von Meyer-Höver, and Yves Zinngrebe. The study 

was accompanied by an interdisciplinary scoping committee composed of Tim Benton, Peter Bezak, Aletta Bonn, 

Lynn Dicks, Neal Haddaway, Bernd Hansjürgens, Kaley Hart, Jennifer Hauck, Felix Herzog, Francisco Moreira, 

Amanda Sahrbacher, Christian Schleyer, Clelia Sirami, and William Sutherland. Over 30 additional scientists 

contributed publications to the database. The project has been supported by Naturschutzbund Deutschland (NABU), 

the German Centre for Integrative Biodiversity Research (iDiv) Jena-Leipzig-Halle, the Helmholtz Centre for 

Environmental Research – UFZ, and the University of Göttingen. The project ran from January to April 2017. The 

results are preliminary and the analysis is still ongoing. We are fully aware that the study has various limitations 

including the fact that the analysis shouldn't be limited to just peer reviewed evidence, but also include expert 

knowledge, case studies, grey literature, etc. The database is available on iDiv's website. The authors welcome 

further contributions of relevant evidence via an online survey which will remain open until 15 July 2017. The 

authors shall strive to release the full report in Autumn 2017. For further information, read BirdLife and 

EEB's briefing document. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 

Water Conservation 

Guelph chapter of the Council of Canadians to call on Liberal MP to protect waterways 

March 18, 2017 - 11:03am 

http://mailchi.mp/eeb/just-1-week-left-to-register-who-will-fix-the-broken-cap-a-recipe-for-a-living-land-eeb-birdlife-conference-11-may-2716413
https://idata.idiv.de/
http://www.surveymonkey.de/r/RapidCapAssessment
http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/attachments/bl_eeb_cap_fitness_check_study_briefing.pdf


Speed River 

The Council of Canadians Guelph chapter and allies will be calling on Liberal MP Lloyd Longfield to take action to 

protect lakes and rivers. 

Guelph Today reports, "Next week, on Wednesday, Mar. 22, three organizations will come together and take a stand 

on the issue of water protection in Guelph and across Canada. The event is part of World Water Day. A crowd will 

gather in the park, 1765 Gordon St. (across the river from The Boathouse) at 4 p.m. Some words will be said at the 

gathering, a group photograph will be taken, and participants will be asked to sign a message that will be delivered 

to Guelph MP Lloyd Longfield. The message is a demand for stronger federal water protection measures." 



The article adds, "The Council of Canadians, Wellington Water Watchers, and the Guelph/Wellington Coalition for 

Social Justice are hosting the World Water Day gathering." 

The photo will be taken at the confluence of the Speed and Eramosa rivers. 

Event organizer Karen Rathwell says, "It’s a photo snap and a quick message signing to send to Lloyd Longfield, to 

say we need the government to step up and protect those 99 per cent of our rivers and lakes that are now 

unprotected. It’s a beautiful watershed and a beautiful water system, and we really need to step up to protect our 

fresh water in Ontario." 

In December 2011, the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers pushed for changes to the Navigable Waters 

Protection Act and the Fisheries Act in Canada (as well as a number of other Acts including the Species at Risk 

Act). By June 2012, federal oversight of pipelines and power lines were removed from the Navigable Waters 

Protection Act and by December 2012, the Navigable Waters Protection Act was changed to the Navigation 

Protection Act, significantly reducing its scope of rivers and lakes by delisting 31,000 lakes and 2.25 million rivers 

from federal oversight. 

During the October 2015 federal election, Justin Trudeau stated, "Stephen Harper’s changes to the Fisheries Act, 

and his elimination of the Navigable Waters Protection Act, have weakened environmental protections. We will 

review these changes, restore lost protections, and incorporate more modern safeguards." 

But 17 months after taking office, the Liberals have not taken any real action on this file apart from various 

consultation processes. 

Twenty Council of Canadians chapters will be participating in World Water Day. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Boreal Forest Logging Concerns 
SumOfUs Organization 2017-04 

Greenpeace has been raising the alarm over the way Canada’s largest logging company has been clearing swaths of 

endangered Boreal forests. So the corporation is suing Greenpeace for $300 million to shut it up. 

 

The case, brought forward by Resolute Forest Products, is so ridiculous the lawsuit has actually been filed under 

American racketeering laws, designed to prosecute organized crime. This is nothing less than an attack on free 

speech and an enormous corporation doing its best to convert as much of our planet into profit as it can. 

 

To win this fight, we need the support of Resolute’s biggest customers: the publishing industry. As SumOfUs 

members we recognize Greenpeace’s incredible contribution to keeping our climate safe. And we know all too well 

that if a corporation can come after an organization with the reputation and following of Greenpeace, it’s only a 

matter of time before it comes for us too. 

 



Will you stand with Greenpeace and ask North America’s largest book publishers to protect our forests? 

 

We have just over a week to get 500,000 signatures in time for Book Expo America, one of the largest gatherings 

in the publishing industry’s calendar. If there’s one thing book publishers understand, it’s protecting free speech. We 

need to reveal this ploy from Resolute for what it is. It is an attack on one of the fundamental principles of 

publishing: the power and freedom to tell the truth. 

 

We also want to show them what being a customer of a corporation like Resolute does to our forests. Aside from 

aggressively logging Canada’s Boreal -- perhaps the world’s last remaining great forest -- it has shown utter 

disregard for caribou habitat to the point where it might already be too late to save some herds. There are 

environmentally friendly alternatives to clearcutting old growth forests, and it’s time the publishing industry learned 

about them. 

 

SumOfUs has asked supporters to Join them as they stand with Greenpeace, with our great 

forests, and for free speech. Tell the publishing industry to stand with us. 
 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------- 

Critical conservation summit must not become a 

Mexican stand-off 



Golden Eagle, Mexico's national bird. © Adrian Berg 

 

By Carolina Hazin 

 

Ready, steady, go:  the 13
th

 Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity* opens tomorrow in 

Cancun, Mexico. The agenda? Nothing less than the future of the world's species and their habitats. 

Over the next 15 days, governments will be discussing international policies to tackle a variety of issues. These 

include: the creation and management of protected areas, the protection of oceans, the restoration of degraded 

habitats and, of course, the funding needed to promote these activities. 

However, this time around the elephant in the room will be the economy. The world is yet to find ways to align 

development and nature conservation. Policy wonks call it “biodiversity mainstreaming” - making sure that the 

value of biodiversity is taken into account by productive sectors. 

To set the tone, ministers of environment, fisheries, agriculture, forestry and tourism will meet ahead of the 

Conference (on the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

December) to agree on the ways and means to reduce the impacts of production on 

nature, and generate win-win situations for nature and development. The fact that it is the first time that ministers of 

these various sectors will gather globally to discuss biodiversity conservation is, in itself, good news. 

http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/styles/1600/public/9480425166_612a2ab68a_o.jpg?itok=7U-gQ0Sk


In 2010, the 196 States that tomorrow participate in the Conference set 20 global targets on biodiversity 

conservation, which are due in 2020 (the famous Aichi Biodiversity Targets). So far, with just 4 years to go, 

assessments demonstrate that so far, countries are far from successful in their commitments. Agriculture is poisoning 

habitats with heavy loads of pollutants, contaminating river bodies and killing insects that pollinates culture; 

fisheries are killing dozen of thousands of seabirds; governments are spending millions of dollars in subsidies for 

unsustainable productions that destroy nature. No wonder the global conservation community feels discouraged by 

so many promises, and so few actions. 

BirdLife International will be there of course, to advocate for stronger commitments by countries on sustainable 

production, sharing various successful cases where policies and practices on cattle breeding, energy production, 

fisheries or agriculture have been improved as a result of our work with the private sector and governments.  

The Grasslands Alliance is one such example. Farmers in South America are producing, and already exporting to the 

European, “grasslands and birds friendly” beef. One of the many good examples of such good practices. Tax 

incentives have also played an important role in the project. 

Our main message: during the COP we will be calling on countries to reduce the number of international formal 

Resolutions and move into actions on the ground. In other words, a little less conversation, a little (or a lot) more 

action. 

  

* The Convention on Biological Diversity was signed in 1992 at the occasion of the Rio Earth Summit – The 

UN Conference on Environment and Development. Today the Convention has 196 Parties, committed to 

promote conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable 

sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. In 2010 the Convention approved the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, with its 20 Aichi Biodiversity Targets 

 

 

Oceans - International 
 

The Oceans Conference – U.N. 
 

https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
http://datazone.birdlife.org/info/mainstream
http://datazone.birdlife.org/userfiles/file/mainstreaming/Factsheet3_Alianza_PastizalANew.pdf


 
 

ABOUT 

Our oceans, our future: partnering for the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14 

The high-level United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: 

Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development will be convened at 

United Nations Headquarters in New York from 5 to 9 June 2017, coinciding with World Oceans Day, to support 

the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14. The Governments of Fiji and Sweden have the co-hosting 

responsibilities of the Conference. 

The Conference aims to be the game changer that will reverse the decline in the health of our ocean for people, 

planet and prosperity. It will be solutions-focused with engagement from all. 



The Conference shall: 

 Identify ways and means to support the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14; 

 Build on existing successful partnerships and stimulate innovative and concrete new partnerships to advance the 

implementation of Goal 14; 

 Involve all relevant stakeholders, bringing together Governments, the United Nations system, other 

intergovernmental organizations, international financial institutions, non-governmental organizations, civil 

society organizations, academic institutions the scientific community, the private sector, philanthropic 

organizations and other actors to assess challenges and opportunities relating to, as well as actions taken 

towards, the implementation of Goal 14; 

 Share the experiences gained at the national, regional and international levels in the implementation of Goal 14; 

 Contribute to the follow-up and review process of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by providing 

an input to the high-level political forum on sustainable development, in accordance with resolutions 67/290 of 9 

July 2013, 70/1 of 25 September 2015 and 70/299 of 29 July 2016, on the implementation of Goal 14, including 

on opportunities to strengthen progress in the future; 

The Conference shall comprise plenary meetings, partnership dialogues and a special event commemorating World 

Oceans Day. 

 

The Conference shall adopt by consensus a concise, focused, intergovernmentally agreed declaration in the form of 

a "Call for Action" to support the implementation of Goal 14 and a report containing the co-chairs' summaries of the 

partnership dialogues, as well as a list of voluntary commitments for the implementation of Goal 14, to be 

announced at the Conference. 

The President of the General Assembly will convene a two-day preparatory meeting, on 15-16 February 2017, at 

United Nations Headquarters in New York, to be chaired by H.E. Mr. Alvaro Mendonya Moura, Permanent 

Representative of Portugal to the UN, and H.E. Mr. Burhan Gafoor, Permanent Representative of Singapore to the 

UN, the two co-facilitators, with a view to considering the themes for the partnership dialogues and elements for a 

"Call for Action". 

Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations is the Secretary-

General of the Conference. Mr. Miguel de Serpa Soares, Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United 

Nations Legal Counsel is the special advisor to the Presidents of the Conference on oceans and legal matters. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------- 

Major oil spill in Turkey; emergency teams deployed  
By Doğa Derneği, 19 Jan 2017 



Common Coots have been badly affected by the spill © Doğa Derneği 

 Birds of a Feather: Our partners’ highlights from 2016 

 A new hope for the Blue-throated Macaw 

 The Endangered Treasure of Ulcinj – documentary 

 The Mediterranean Basin: together for nature 

 10 birds that were saved from extinction 

A major oil spill is affecting coastal areas in western Turkey. Doğa Derneği (Birdlife Turkey) has deployed an 

emergency team of volunteers to help oiled wildlife. 

In the clear waters of Izmit Bay in western Turkey, a major oil spill is putting human health and marine biodiversity 

at risk. The spill occurred last Friday near the rich Key Biodiversity Area of Kocaeli Tepeleri, affecting bird species 

such as European Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis, Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo and Common Coot Fulica 

atra. 

Over the weekend, locals rang the alarm as oiled birds and deep-sea marine life started washing up ashore. As soon 

as the leakage began, Doğa’s Local Conservation Groups began work to rescue the affected wildlife, transferring 

them to the nearest wildlife rescue and rehabilitation centre, Faruk Yalçın Zoo. 

http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/news/birds-feather-our-partners%E2%80%99-highlights-2016
http://www.birdlife.org/americas/news/new-hope-blue-throated-macaw
http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/news/endangered-treasure-ulcinj-%E2%80%93-documentary
http://www.birdlife.org/africa/news/mediterranean-basin-together-nature
http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/news/10-birds-were-saved-extinction
http://www.dogadernegi.org/en/
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/22696894
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/great-cormorant-phalacrocorax-carbo
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/common-coot-fulica-atra
http://datazone.birdlife.org/species/factsheet/common-coot-fulica-atra
http://www.farukyalcinzoo.com/tr/anasayfa
http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/styles/1600/public/16113422_232277943848486_3876498994578107125_o.jpg?itok=cTkHktxs


 



Birds and marine life have been found dead in the coast of Izmit in Western Turkey © Doğa Derneği   

Itri Levent Erkol, Conservation Manager at Doğa Derneği, visited the coast and surrounding marine areas as soon as 

they were informed of the disaster. “Even if officially the cleaning and rescue work is now considered finished, we 

are still finding dead bodies of cormorants and coots”, says Erkol. “We are even finding oiled birds alive and 

citizens are having to take them home to clean them up.” 

 

Volunteers and locals have been taking oiled wildlife to rescue centres and even to their own homes - the Coot 

above is in good hands now © Doğa Derneği 

Doğa notes that many are using diesel or gasoline to remove the oil from affected wildlife, but they recommend the 

use of olive oil instead, as the other solvents may cause further harm to the animals. 



 



hErkol also visited Faruk Yalçın Zoo to find out how the rescued birds were faring © Doğa Derneği 

Zoo officials informed Erkol that 17 of 58 rescued birds died for different reasons related to the oil spill, but the 

conditions of the survivors are improving.   



 



The rescued wildlife waiting to be released at Faruk Yalçın Zoo © Doğa Derneği  

Doğa’s president, Dicle Tuba Kılıç, called government officials to make an official announcement stating the 

companies responsible for the oil spill and to give official data on the affected wildlife. 

“We’re worried the oil threat is still present for birds that winter in the area,” said Erkol. 

Although nearly a week has passed since the catastrophic event, official statements have not yet been made about 

who is responsible for the spill or regarding any official rescue operations. 

“This disastrous event once more shows that Turkey is not ready to handle oil spills, even at regional level” says 

Erkol. “More wildlife rescue centres should be established at key areas and official rescue work should be carried 

out – with the support of volunteers from local and national NGOs.” 

Do you want to help? Donate to support Doga’s work at www.dogadernegi.org/en/donations with the 

communication ‘’Izmit oil spill”. 

Europe And Central Asia Turkey Important Bird And Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) - Europe And Central Asia 

Oil SpillOilDoga Dernegi (BirdLife In Turkey)TurkeyEnvironmental DisasterCatastrophe 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Bottlenose whales off Nova Scotia coast threatened by 

seismic testing for oil & gas 
Council of Canadians - January 5, 2017 - 10:56am 

http://www.dogadernegi.org/en/donations/
http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/news
http://www.birdlife.org/news/country/turkey
http://www.birdlife.org/europe-and-central-asia/programmes/important-bird-and-biodiversity-areas-ibas-europe-and-central
http://www.birdlife.org/news/tag/oil-spill
http://www.birdlife.org/news/tag/oil-spill
http://www.birdlife.org/news/tag/doga-dernegi-birdlife-turkey
http://www.birdlife.org/news/tag/doga-dernegi-birdlife-turkey
http://www.birdlife.org/news/tag/environmental-disaster
http://www.birdlife.org/news/tag/environmental-disaster


 

The Council of Canadians South Shore chapter is encouraging people to join their campaign to protect offshore 

Nova Scotia. 

In October 2015, the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board granted approval to Shell to drill two oil wells 

on the edge of the Scotian Shelf, a geological formation located in the Atlantic Ocean southwest of Nova Scotia. The 

Canadian Press has reported, "The Scotian Shelf includes some of the province's richest fishing grounds for 

haddock, and a huge spawning area for lobster." The fisheries industry is worth over $1 billion to the economy of 

Nova Scotia and there are major concerns about the impact of this drilling and potential spills. 

Now Radio Canada International reports, "Scientists have found a new population of Northern bottlenose whales off 

Canada’s east coast and are worried they will be harmed by seismic testing for oil and gas. An older population of 

Northern bottlenose whales off the coast of the province of Nova Scotia has been studied for about 25 years by 

scientists including Hal Whitehead, researcher and professor of biology at Dalhousie University." 

The article highlights, "Whales are known to navigate and communicate using sound. A few months ago, Whitehead 

and others recorded general sound in the water up and down the Grand Banks, which is a shallow shelf that extends 

off Canada’s Atlantic coast before dropping steeply. When they processed the sound, they heard the new population 

of these whales, but they also heard seismic testing going on close to them. [Whitehead] says beaked whales like the 

Northern bottlenose whale may be particularly affected [by this sound]." 



The RCI report also notes, "One of two populations of Northern bottlenose whale is listed as ‘endangered’ and the 

other is ‘of special concern’ under Canada’s Species At Risk Act, a law designed to protect animals." 

Beyond the threat to whales and the risk of oil spills, offshore drilling contributes to climate change. Because of the 

long lead times associated with offshore drilling, it is inconsistent with reducing carbon emissions by 2030 and 

achieving a 100 per cent clean energy economy by 2050. 

A new United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) report highlights that Old 

Town Lunenburg - a world heritage site located on the south shore of Nova Scotia - is at risk because of climate 

change. CBC reports, "Rising seas could put some of its coastal land permanently underwater, and lead to damage to 

buildings and roads from storm surges and flooding." 

To join this campaign, please contact the chapter at southshore.cpons@gmail.com 

 

mailto:southshore.cpons@gmail.com

