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SOUTH LAKE SIMCOE NATURALISTS 
SLSN is an incorporated not-for-profit Member of Ontario Nature. 

Post Office Box 1044 Sutton West, Ontario, L0E 1R0 

Telephone 905-722-8021     (www.slsnc.ca)  

 

Research Partner with The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca) 

Member: Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 

Member: Greenbelt Alliance 

 
     Note: Please renew your membership to receive future Newsletters  

 

E-NEWS BLAST 

 
Outings: All regular outings – Note: Only paid-up members may participate 

(for insurance compliance). 

2014 
 

Saturday, October 25 Autumn Birding and Nature Study: The annual Autumn Birding trip 

along Lake Simcoe will concentrate on waterfowl and shorebirds. Rare 

migrants can sometimes turn up unexpectedly so be prepared. Later in 

the day we may do some hiking and general nature study in one of our 

local natural areas. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Tim Horton’s in Sutton on 

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/


 

 

Dalton Road. Dress for the weather. Bring binoculars. Phone Paul at 905-

722-8021, if you plan to participate. 

 

Sunday, December 28 Sutton Christmas Bird Count: The Annual Count this year is an 

official Audubon Society and Bird Studies Canada Count. Call Paul to 

register 905-722-8021. Coordinated by Paul and Debra Harpley.  

 

Saturday,February 21 Winter Trail Outing: An afternoon adventure in a Regional Forest 

location in the South Lake Simcoe area. Actual details of the trip will 

depend on weather and existing conditions snowshoeing, skiing, hiking. 

Meet at Coffee Time, Highway 48 south of Baldwin at 1:00 p.m. Dress 

for the weather. Phone Paul at 905-722-8021 if you plan to participate. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2015 
 

Date in January Rouge National Park Winter Bird Count:  Call Paul Harpley to 

register 905-722-8021. Date to be announced later. Area 10 organized by 

Paul Harpley. 

 

Date late February Deer Census  in Rouge Park National Park: Call Paul Harpley to 

register 905-722-8021. Date to be announced later. Organized by Paul 

Harpley. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Meetings:  All Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. at the York Region Police Building 

Meeting Room (Baseline Road between McCowan and Civic Centre 

Road) unless noted otherwise. Paid up members events (for 

insurance compliance). 

______________________________________________________ 

2014 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 9   Lake Simcoe Science Update: Paul Harpley will review current 

research for members. Old Growth Forests: These forests are remnants 

of the once extensive, deep, and dark mature tree forests that once were 

widespread in the Southern Ontario pre-European settlement. Members 

will research and report on them in the province and in our local area. 

Member researched and presentation evening. 

 

Tuesday, October 14 Bees and Agricultural Pesticides: Barbara Meyers will 

present current knowledge regarding neonicotinoids pesticide use in 

Canada. Don’t miss this must see presentation! Everyone welcome. 



 

 

There will be a small silent auction and baked goods for sale as in 

past years.  Club members please donate few, but unique auction 

items. Paid up Club members reserve seats with $5.00 donation by 

September 20.  Non-members $15. as space allows. The event this 

year is planned at our regular meeting place, York Region Police 

Building Meeting Room (Baseline Road between McCowan and 

Civic Centre Road).  Updates will follow.  Limited seating.  Phone 

Carol 705-437-2993 or Mary 705-437-1262 for further information.   

 

Tuesday, Nov. 11   Sable Island: Club members Hessel and Mary Pape will present an 

illustrated talk on this unique wild place, its history, natural heritage and 

future. Don’t miss this presentation about this mysterious islands off the 

east coast of Canada.  

 

December Christmas Social: Date and details to be announced. 

 

Tuesday, January 13 Northern Lights: The night sky in the autumn is occasionally alive with 

turning, swirling colours in Georgina. We will investigate research and 

report on the aurora borealis here and in the far north. If anyone has good 

pictures please bring them to the meeting. Member researched and 

presentation evening.  

 

Tuesday,February 10 Snowy Owls: As the winter sets in some arctic birds arrive in our area. 

Snowy owls come down from the arctic some years. What do they do in 

their arctic homes, why, when and how do they come south. Member 

researched and presentation evening. 

 

Other Naturalists News 

 
NAFTA leaders could save the monarch butterflies 
By Carter Roberts and Omar Vidal 

updated 8:42 AM EST, Fri February 14, 2014 



 

 

A monarch butterfly lands on a hibiscus flower in Virginia. 

HIDE CAPTION 

Monarch butterflies 

 

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 President Obama and his counterparts from Canada and Mexico will meet at summit 

 Carter Roberts, Omar Vidal: They should discuss plight of monarch butterflies 

 2013 was the worst year for these butterflies in recorded history, they say 

 Roberts, Vidal: They're a special to North America, we must stop their decline 

Editor's note: Carter Roberts is president and CEO of World Wildlife Fund. Omar Vidal is 

director general of WWF in Mexico. 

 

(CNN) -- Twenty years ago last month, the North American Free Trade Agreement was born. 

The goal of NAFTA was straightforward -- to encourage the free movement of goods and capital 

between the U.S., Mexico and Canada. Few points in history have been as important in forging 

bonds between our three countries. 

 

While NAFTA is a relatively new pact that ties our nations, there are some things that go back 

far longer that bind us. Like the annual monarch butterfly migration, which started long before 

the trades, borders or foreign affairs were even an issue. 

 

There's no record telling us when monarch butterflies first began their journeys of up to 2,800 

miles between southern Canada, the northern U.S., and central Mexico. It's easy to assume that 

an end date for the migrations is just as elusive, but reality tells a different story. 

http://worldwildlife.org/


 

 

 
Carter Roberts 

In January, we got grim news from the central mountains of Mexico, the southernmost 

destination for migrating monarchs and sanctuary for their winter hibernation. 

 

 
Omar Vidal 

According to surveys carried out by World Wildlife Fund, together with Mexico's National 

Commission on Protected Areas and other partners, the entire hibernating population of monarch 

butterflies in the 2013-2014 season occupied an area of forest not much bigger than a football 

field -- a mere 1.6 acres. This is a 44% drop from the previous season, and a continuation of the 

freefall migrating monarchs have taken since data collection began two decades ago. 

2013 was the worst year for these butterflies in recorded history. Now people are talking about 

the migration disappearing altogether. 

 

There are several reasons for the decline, including extreme climate events in the U.S. and 

Canada as well as deforestation in Mexico. Yet the biggest culprit is likely the widespread 

extermination of milkweed, a flowering plant critical to monarch butterfly reproduction and 

development. 

 

Across much of the monarch's range, particularly in the midwestern U.S., milkweed has fallen 

victim en masse to changing land use and the advent of herbicide-resistant crops. In short, the 

cupboard is bare for monarch caterpillars, and as a result one of North America's most dazzling 

natural wonders is on the brink of vanishing entirely. 

 

If you've been fortunate enough to witness any part of the monarch spectacle, you understand 

why we can't let this happen. Whether a blanket of orange against a deep blue sky; a forest 

draped from root to leaf in dormant monarchs; or a single butterfly fluttering past you en route to 

join the masses, there is nothing quite like it. 

 

The proverbial silver lining to this dark news on migratory monarch numbers is that it may have 

come at an opportune time. 



 

 

Next Wednesday, February 19, U.S. President Obama will meet with Canadian Prime Minister 

Stephen Harper and Mexican President Peña Nieto at the North American Leaders' Summit in 

Toluca, Mexico. Toluca is just a short distance from the monarch's hibernation sites. During the 

summit, the butterflies will still be in nearby forests, poised to emerge from a four-month siesta 

that began in early winter. 

 

White House officials have said the three leaders will discuss "a range of issues important to the 

daily lives of all of North America's people." What isn't clear is whether the plight of the 

monarchs will make the agenda, and if the three countries bound by an age-old butterfly 

migration will together show resolve in making sure this unique connection isn't permanently 

severed. 

 

Whether monarchs flying south from Ontario, across America's heartland to converge on the 

oyamel fir trees of the Sierra Madre; gray whales hugging the California coast as they migrate 

from Baja to the Beaufort Sea and back again; or pronghorn antelope clinging to strongholds 

from the Northern Great Plains to the Sonoran Desert, the natural bonds connecting the U.S., 

Mexico and Canada stretch back millennia and transcend anything that can be traded or written 

on paper. They are bonds to take pride in, that unite the countries of North America in 

unexpected, beautiful ways. Something we simply cannot let disappear. 

 

The summit in Toluca may be the last hope we have of saving the monarch migration. President 

Peña Nieto himself has been committed to the conservation of the monarch sanctuaries of Estado 

de Mexico since he served as governor there from 2005 to 2011. He knows firsthand the 

significant efforts and sacrifices of Mexico's local indigenous communities, authorities and civil 

society organizations to protect the sanctuaries. He also knows the important contribution the 

butterflies bring to local social and economic well-being. 

 

Only a joint effort from all three countries will turn the tide in favor of the monarch. Our leaders 

must re-energize efforts to conserve the monarch butterfly, like those under the North American 

Agreement on Environmental Cooperation that was born alongside NAFTA. This plan must 

include concrete actions to halt destruction of milkweed in the U.S. and Canada, restore monarch 

habitat in all three countries, and strengthen law enforcement in Mexico to stop deforestation. 

If together we could pull off something as big and ambitious as NAFTA, solving the monarch 

crisis must be within our means. We urge our heads-of-state, on behalf of all the people of North 

America, to use this opportunity to commit to the long-term preservation of one of our most 

ancient and spectacular bonds. 

 

 

The Greenbelt Foundation 

MAJORITY OF ONTARIANS WANT TO SEE GREENBELT GROW 

 

Posted by Jenny Chan on April 30, 2014 



 

 

April 30, 2014 

  

MAJORITY OF ONTARIANS WANT TO SEE GREENBELT GROW 

Environics Poll Shows Continued Support for Greenbelt 

After nine years, support for Ontario's Greenbelt remains strong. Ontarians want to see more 

land included in the land protection policy according to a recent poll conducted by Environics 

Research Group. 

According to the survey, three-quarters of Ontarians (74%) feel it is very important to continue 

to grow Ontario's Greenbelt. Polling results align with Mississauga, Oakville, and Toronto taking 

the necessary steps to grow the Greenbelt. These cities have begun work to include areas along 

Fourteen Mile Creek, Credit River and Etobicoke Creek river valleys, and the Don, Humber and 

Etobicoke Creeks as part of Ontario’s Greenbelt. This is in addition to the recent inclusion of 

Glenorchy Conservation Area to Greenbelt protected land. 

"Growing the Greenbelt ranks up there with developing public transit and increasing access to 

local food," says Burkhard Mausberg, CEO of the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. "This 

overwhelming response is a most encouraging sign." 

Support for the Greenbelt is at an all time high with 93% of Ontarians supporting the 1.8 million 

acres of protected land. 

"Knowing that we are going into the review of Ontario's Greenbelt Plan in 2015, we are 

delighted that the Greenbelt remains an important contribution to the quality of life in Ontario," 

said Mausberg.  

Other findings of note: nearly all respondents (99%) said protecting the natural water system is 

an important benefit of the Greenbelt and 97% said preserving agricultural lands and green 

spaces that support clean air are important benefits to them. 

Visit greenbelt.ca to see details of the Environics polling. 

The Greenbelt Foundation survey was conducted by Environics Research Group from September 

12 to October 20, 2013 among a sample of 825 residents of the Greater Golden Horseshoe. A 

sample of this size has a margin of error of +/-3.4 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. A 

disproportionate sample was employed, with Toronto being under sampled and other regions 

over sampled. 

http://www.greenbelt.ca/environics2013
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