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SOUTH LAKE SIMCOE NATURALISTS 
SLSN is an incorporated not-for-profit Member of Ontario Nature. 

Post Office Box 1044 Sutton West, Ontario, L0E 1R0 

Telephone 905-722-8021     (www.slsnc.ca)  

Research Partner with The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca) 

Member: Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 

Member: Ontario Greenbelt Alliance 

 
     Note: Please renew your membership to receive future Newsletters  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Meetings and Outings 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Meetings:  All Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. at the York Region Police Building 

Meeting Room (Baseline Road between McCowan and Civic Centre 

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/


Road) unless noted otherwise. Members events (insurance 

compliance). Visitors welcome. 
 

York Regional Police, 3 District Community Meeting Room 3527 Baseline 

Road, Georgina.  

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________ 
  

Note: No January Meeting – York Region Police Building Meeting Room is not 

Available 

 

Tuesday, February 9  PARIS: The COP21 Summit on Climate Change Meetings. The 

United Nations organized climate summit will be reviewed and 

discussed. The two week conference included many organizations 

represented in addition to the 195 national delegations. This is the 

SLSN Annual Meeting. Annual 2015 Club Summary, Finances and 

Election of Officers will take place. Member researched and 

presentation evening. 

 

Tuesday, March 8  Cottontail rabbit and Snowshoe hare: Club members research and 

presentation these important southern Ontario mammals. These animals 

supply important winter food for our predator animals and although they 

are small and non-aggressive they have special talents and secret lives. 

Life history, tracking, range and much more will be explored.   

 

Tuesday, April 12  Caribou Conservation in Ontario: Club members research and 

presentation these important Ontario mammal of woodland and tundra. 

Presently a hot button Canadian wildlife management issue. Life 

history, tracking, range and serious conservation issues in the boreal and 

much more will be explored.   

 



Tuesday, May 3  We know that insect species are being Lost across the planet: Club 

members research and presentation. This will be a review and analysis 

of an expose article in the December 2015 “Canadian Geographic” 

Magazine. “Insects are by far the most populous species on Earth, and 

they seem to be disappearing. So why aren’t more people concerned?” 
This serious wildlife and planetary conservation issue and needs 

urgently to be explored by us all.  Please read the article – pp. 51-56 

Canadian Geographic, Dec. 2015 at the local library, or on-line for 

the conversation.  

Note: This is the first Tuesday of the month, as the meeting room is not available the 

second Tuesday in May. 

 

 

Outings: All regular outings – Note: Paid-up members may participate (for insurance 

compliance). 

2016 

 

 

Date in February TBA: Winter Trail Outing: An afternoon adventure in a Regional Forest 

location in the South Lake Simcoe area. Actual details of the trip will 

depend on weather and existing conditions snowshoeing and skiing. 

Meet at Coffee Time, Highway 48 south of Baldwin at 1:00 p.m. Dress 

for the weather. Phone 905-722-8021 if you plan to participate. Note:               

Due to the warm winter, lack of snow and open water this outing will 

only be planned if more winter weather returns allowing good 

snowshoeing and skiing conditions. 

 

Date late February: Deer Census in Rouge Park National Park: Call Paul to register    

905-722-8021. Date to be announced later dependent on winter 

conditions for optimum tracking. 

 

  



SLSN Members: Please consider submitting an article for the Newsletter on a natural 

history or environmental related topic near or afar. Submit articles to the SLSN 

Executive for review and consideration. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sutton Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 2015-12-27 

Report 

More than a dozen birders in the field and many feeder watchers in the Georgina area participated in the 

annual Sutton CBC on Sunday December 27, 2015. The day started off fully overcast for owling with a 

temperature of -8 degrees Celsius. As the day progressed the temperature rose to 2 degrees by mid-

afternoon. A light persistent wind from the northwest occurred throughout the day. 

A total of 44 species on the day, and four (4) Count Week bird species were seen (lower than most years as 

Lake Simcoe was almost fully open) though 2013 Count day was only 42 species with three count week 

birds and Lake Simcoe fully closed in with ice. With little snow and rain days before birds were hard to find 

at feeders (they were our in field and forest naturally feeding). Highlights for the count day were American 

Black duck (4), Red-breasted merganser  (3), Sandhill crane (2), Great Black-backed gull (1), Snowy owl 

(5), Bald eagle (4), Northern shrike (1), Red-bellied woodpecker (4), Brown creeper (1), and Carolina wren 

(1). Significant Count Week birds were Tundra swan (6), Little gull (1), Barred owl (1) and Belted 

kingfisher.  

Paul Harpley  

--------------------------------------------------------------- 



19
th

 Annual Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 12-

15, 2016 

Bird Watching is one of the fastest growing hobbies in the world.  It’s not hard to see why it’s so popular:  it 

gets you outdoors, you don’t need a lot of equipment, and it’s fun to spot the less common birds.   

People count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or more days of the count (Feb 12-15, 2016) and enter 

their sightings at www.BirdCount.org. The information gathered by tens of thousands of volunteers helps 

track changes in bird populations on a massive scale. The GBBC is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology and the National Audubon Society with partner Bird Studies Canada. 

Here is a link to the instructions and to  last year’s results  http://gbbc.birdcount.org/2015-gbbc-summary/  

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ministry review of the Upper York Sewage 

Solutions Environmental Assessment 

SLSN Members: See Attachment Region of York/MOEE Summary document, Ministry review 

of the Upper York Sewage Solutions Environmental Assessment, or visit 

www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-review-upper-york-sewage-solutions-environmental-

assessment#section-6. 

Please review the information, and submit comments. This project has generated much 

self-serving political hot wind by past Mayors and Councillors in the affected 

municipalities, but little real action in my opinion. P.H. See a summary of key points 

MOEE below. 

The ministry’s evaluation of the environmental assessment for additional sewage servicing 

capacity in the Towns of Aurora, Newmarket, and East Gwillimbury. 

 

http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=64079792.bd9e75a2c84f760c123bae9561496def.1404391801649.1421160194925.1421176309041.49&__hssc=64079792.4.1421176309041&__hsfp=1581982135
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=64079792.bd9e75a2c84f760c123bae9561496def.1404391801649.1421160194925.1421176309041.49&__hssc=64079792.4.1421176309041&__hsfp=1581982135
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdscanada.org/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015FebUpdate_English_DownloadableInstructions_Undated_mji.pdf
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/2015-gbbc-summary/
http://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-review-upper-york-sewage-solutions-environmental-assessment#section-6
http://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-review-upper-york-sewage-solutions-environmental-assessment#section-6


Ministry Review of an Environmental Assessment for the proposed undertaking, the Upper 

York Sewage Solutions (UYSS), which includes three integrated components: 

 A water reclamation centre treating 40 megalitres per day of wastewater to produce a) 

clean treated water for discharge to the East Holland River and b) reclaimed water for 

various applications; 

 A project-specific phosphorous off-setting program. Seven existing stormwater 

management ponds in the Towns of Aurora, East Gwillimbury and Newmarket would 

be retrofitted to maximize phosphorus capture, a new pond would be constructed in 

the Town of Georgina, and low impact development technologies would be installed 

in the Town of Newmarket; and 

 Modifications to the existing York Durham Sewage System: wastewater would be 

conveyed by a new forcemain adjacent to the existing York Durham Sewage System, 

a second new forcemain would convey wastewater from the existing Newmarket and 

Bogart Creek Pumping Stations to the first new forcemain, and connections from the 

Newmarket and Bogart Creek Pumping Stations to the new forcemains for treatment 

and discharge to Lake Ontario would be constructed. 

The Ministry Review concludes that the Environmental Assessment was prepared in 

accordance with the approved amended Terms of Reference and contains sufficient 

information to assess the potential environmental effects of the proponent’s undertaking. The 

Environmental Assessment demonstrated that York Region will be able to meet the 

objectives set out in the Lake Simcoe Protection Act, the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan and 

the Phosphorous Reduction Strategy. Most of the issues raised by Aboriginal communities 

and the Government Review Team during the EA process were addressed in the EA. 

Conditions are being considered to address the remaining concerns regarding Aboriginal 

community consultation, and reinforce York Region’s commitments regarding phosphorus 

offset facility monitoring and pilot testing of the reverse osmosis concentrate. 

York Region is planning for the future and 

wants your feedback also Region of York, 2016-01 
 

The Regional Municipality of York continues to plan for future water and wastewater 



servicing and is looking for your input. York Region is expected to grow to 1.79 

million people and 900,000 jobs by 2041. To accommodate this growth and be at 

the forefront of best practices, York Region is reviewing and updating its Water and 

Wastewater Master Plan. 

The Water and Wastewater Master Plan ensures water and wastewater systems 

meet current and future demands and are able to provide safe, cost-efficient and 

reliable services to the Region’s communities. Your community, your say. 

 

Since the second round of the public open houses held in June 2015, the Region 

has completed the evaluation of water and wastewater servicing strategies and 

alternatives. Study findings, staff analysis and community input have helped us to 

determine a preliminary recommended water and wastewater servicing solution. 

These results will be presented to the public for feedback at the third and final round 

of open houses in January. 

 

Open house format: 

Self-guided review of material with staff available to answer questions. 

For more information, please contact 1-877-464-9675 ext. 75513 or 

watermasterplan@york.ca. Please let us know if you need any accommodation due 

to a disability to participate fully in an open house. 

 

Comments and feedback can also be given through york.ca/wwmp and social media 

using #YRYourSay. 

 

The Water and Wastewater Master Plan update follows requirements of the 

Municipal Class Environmental Assessment master planning process. Completion of 

this update is expected in 2016. 

 

Input regarding this plan is being collected in accordance with applicable legislation. 

Personal information you submit will become part of the public record available to 

the public, unless you request this information remain confidential. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



York Region Forests News 

The Region's Hazard Tree Removal contactor will be undertaking work in the Hollidge, 

Brown Hill, North, Hall, Davis Drive, Pefferlaw and Clarke Tracts beginning on Monday, 

February 8, 2016.  The operation is expected to last up to six weeks.  Signs will be posted in 

the parking lot / main entrance of the forest tract where work is being conducted. 

  

For the safety of the public and workers please keep clear of the operation.  Please feel free 

to forward this email to other forest users.  If you have any questions regarding this 

operation please contact matthew.currie@york.ca or 905-830-4444 ext.75249. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Northern Shrike – Winter Visitor 

A regular winter visitor to Southern Ontario including Georgina and East Gwillimbury is the 

Northern shrike. They are songbirds with a hook-tipped bill that act like small hawks. 

Shrikes perch watchfully on bush tops, tree tops and wires. The often impale prey like mice 

and voles on hawthorns or barbed wire to eat them. Recently in Georgian I have documented 

one particularly showy Northern shrike below. 

“On Monday February 1st at 4:30 p.m., I observed a Northern shrike hunting the meadows 

and fields on the west side of Park Road, and alighting in roadside small Buckthorn shrubs 

about 1000 feet south of the hamlet of Egypt (in the Town of Georgina). This may be the 

same bird I observed in the same time in the afternoon on January 26 on Smith Blvd. 300 

feet west of the hamlet of Egypt main corner in wild apple trees on the south side of the 

road. The shrike in this area is consistently seen here. Both observations documented were 

close for viewing from a car. So, for those who want to observe a shrike consistently,  this 

area may be of interest”.  

Paul Harpley 

mailto:matthew.currie@york.ca


            Northern Shrike – Kevin Tipson     

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Local Advocate Newspaper Article, Residents outraged by discovery 

of ditched ducks. Thursday Feb. 4, 2016, page 8. 

 

This item in a recent Georgina Advocate newspaper is truly disturbing, documenting dead ducks in a ditch 

on the west side of Hadden Road north of Hwy. 48. This year on the Sutton Christmas Bird Count myself 

and another birder (a Wildlife Management student at Sir Sandford Fleming College) found a similar 

situation. While birding off a main north-south road in central north Georgina on a Hydro One publically 

accessible property we found exactly the same kind of dead Mallard ducks. They obviously had been 

dumped by a hunter after shooting them and the two breast meat areas ripped out. Both of us were 

thoroughly disgusted with this discovery. This act of disgrace is known as “Breasting”, where hunters only 

remove breast meat and discard the rest of bird, in this case improperly, without fully cleaning and utilizing 

the full meat of the bird (very wasteful). We were in a hurry on the Sutton CBC Count that day covering our 

area quadrant and had to keep moving. This hunter behaviour shows a complete disrespect for the animals 

and the opportunity to hunt these birds. We took photos of these dead birds for documentation. I suspect the 

birds in the Advocate article represent the same fate. 

 

My father (now deceased) was an avid duck hunter and would be fully disgusted with this hunter behaviour. 

My brothers and myself when we were young, after assisting him hunting early morning on Lake Scugog 

for years each autumn would help clean the birds shot fully and carefully extract all the edible parts of the 

ducks. It was one of my first experiences of working and handling wildlife in the hand and understanding 

anatomy of a bird, and the fleeting nature and value of life. My mother later would cook all the birds later 

for dinner’s weeks later. 

 

This behaviour must be better documented in our area. If you find these sites please document them 

photographically and submit them to me for evidence, so we can demonstrate how widespread this is. 



 

Paul Harpley        

 

 

Long Point Bird Observatory 

Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists’ Workshop 
(August 6 to 14, 2016) 

Deadline: Applications are due 30 April 2016 

It is time to start getting our teen birders excited about the Long Point Bird Observatory’s 

2016 Doug Tarry Young Ornithologist Workshop.  Website – 

http://www.birdscanada.org/longpoint/index.jsp?targetpg=lpboyow. 

 

ATTENTION PARENTS AND KEEN TEEN BIRDERS! 

The Long Point Bird Observatory is looking for keen teen birders to apply for the 2016 

Doug Tarry Natural History Fund - Young Ornithologist Workshop to be held from 

August 6 to 14, 2016. Participants will receive hands-on training in field ornithology 

including bird banding, monitoring, field identification, birding trips, preparing museum 

specimens, guest lectures, and more! Six of Canada’s most promising ornithologists 

between the ages of 13-17 will be selected to attend, and will receive the Doug Tarry 

Bird Study Award to cover all on-site expenses. Applications are due April 30, 2016. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Long Point Bird Observatory | Bird Studies Canada:  lpbo@birdscanada.org 

The Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists’ Workshop (YOW) is a ten day ornithological and 

natural history immersion experience at Long Point Bird Observatory designed to foster 

the interests and development of ornithology in Canadian teenagers. Thanks to the 

foresight and generosity of humanitarian and naturalist Doug Tarry, the workshop is 

free for selected participants. 

The workshop is a major component of the observatory's education program that has 

kick-started the careers of many of Canada's most talented field biologists. Since its 

http://www.birdscanada.org/longpoint/index.jsp?targetpg=lpboyow
mailto:smackenzie@birdscanada.org


inception in the 1975, over 150 youth have been through the YOW. 

The workshop focuses on "hands-on" learning and training in field ornithology. It 

provides a unique opportunity for like-minded teenagers to enhance their knowledge 

and skills in the scientific study and aesthetic enjoyment of birds. Participants learn how 

to identify, age and sex birds, and how scientists study populations and behaviour. 

Careful and skilled instructors teach bird handling and banding techniques, how to 

prepare specimens for scientific study and bird monitoring techniques. Regularly 

scheduled afternoon field trips to places of biological interest within the Long Point 

World Biosphere Reserve introduce participants to the flora and fauna of the region. 

Evening programs include data compilation, presentations and nocturnal fieldwork. 

Space is limited to six participants, ranging in age from 13-17 years old. The Award 

covers all direct costs of the workshop (accommodation, meals, travel while at Long 

Point, and professional instruction). Recipients are responsible for their own 

transportation to and from Long Point, though a small travel grant may be available. 

Prospective participants are invited to download and complete the application form 

(www.birdscanada.org/lpbo). Completed applications should be sent to the Doug Tarry 

Bird Study Awards - Long Point Bird Observatory, P.O. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario N0E 

1M0 (fax 519-586-3532), E-mail: lpbo@birdscanada.org , by 30 April 2016. 

 

For 

more information and an application form: Contact 

lpbo@birdscanada.org. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Ontario Wildlife  
Some considerations Regarding the Ontario Wolf 

and Coyote cull Spring Bear Hunt, 2015-12 
 

2015-12-31 

 

From Paul Harpley – South Lake Simcoe Naturalists (Ontario Nature) 

 

Ontario Proposed Wolf and Coyote Cull 
 

mailto:lpbo@birdscanada.org


Posted on Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights Registry (EBR #012-6073) on December 

17, the Ontario govt. is proposing to remove the previous requirements for hunters to 

purchase a special hunting ‘seal’ to kill wolves and remove the restriction to kill only one 

wolf per season. 

 

What is the real reason this Ontario government is proposing this new Regulation other than 

as a cash grab to fund their huge Provincial deficit, and  because the moose population is 

rapidly declining in Ontario, and they have no real idea why this is happening and how to 

properly and ecologically address the problem.   

 

Rather than close the sport hunting of moose and calves as one can still kill a moose calf in 

Ontario, and/or protect moose habitat from intensive forestry and forestry applied herbicides 

that wither young seedlings eaten by moose during the winter months it would seem the 

Ontario Government thinks  it is simply easier to kill wolves and coyotes. 

 

This is poor and deplorable wildlife management and  the Ontario Government would be 

better to properly fund high quality, science based wildlife research on the moose decline 

issue than support essentially unregulated shooting of wolves and coyotes, a kind policy over 

50 plus years old, that never made any sense then either. Stop this regulation idea now. 

 
 

Response to the Actual Wolf Post 

I strongly oppose MNRF’s proposal to weaken protections for wolves and coyotes in 

northern Ontario. Science has consistently shown that hunting apex predators such as wolves 

and coyotes is not an effective long-term strategy to deal with population declines in moose 

and other ungulates. In fact, it may well have the opposite effect. I urge MNRF to 1)maintain 

existing hunting activity reporting and seal requirements across Ontario; and 2)determine 

better ways to deal with moose population declines 

In this Post on Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights Registry (EBR #012-6073) on 

December 17, 2015 the Ontario govt. is proposing to remove the previous requirements for 

hunters to purchase a special hunting ‘seal’ to kill wolves and remove the restriction to kill 

only one wolf per season. 



What can be the real reason this Ontario government is proposing this new Regulation, other 

than as a cash grab to fund their huge Provincial deficit. It is well known that the moose 

population is rapidly declining in Ontario, and from my recent research it would appear the 

Ontario Government wildlife management staff have no real idea why this is happening, and 

how to properly and ecologically address the problem. Shooting more wolves will not solve 

this problem.  

I undertook a research program for an honours thesis “Response to Wildlife Hazard in 

Ontario” at the University of Toronto in the late 1970’s focussing then on the Wolf and Bear 

Bounty Act related to problem human and wildlife encounters including wolves (Harpley, 

1978). At that time wolves had been subject to bounties killing for many years in Ontario, 

and claims of control of predator/prey relations through this kind of hunting management 

were clearly demonstrated to be ineffective.  

Broadly thinking rather than close the sport hunting of moose and calves as one can still kill 

a moose calf in Ontario, and/or protect moose habitat from intensive forestry and forestry 

applied herbicides that wither young seedlings eaten by moose during the winter months, it 

would seem the Ontario Government thinks it is simply easier to kill wolves and coyotes. 

This will not work. 

This is poor and deplorable wildlife management and  the Ontario Government would be 

better to properly fund high quality, science based wildlife research on the moose decline 

issue than support essentially unregulated shooting of wolves and coyotes, a kind policy over 

50 plus years old, that never made any sense then either. Stop this regulation idea now. 

Paul Harpley 

Reference: 

Harpley (1978) Response to Wildlife Hazard in Ontario, Thesis, University of Toronto 

(UTSC), Bladen Library 73 pages. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Ontario Black Bear – Proposed Spring Black 

Bear Hunt 
 

I worked in Black Bear research in 1970’s in Algonquin Provincial Park. Focus was on 

parasitology but did work in association with the orphaned bear research with George 

Kolinowski between North Bay and Algonquin at that time. There is a real concern about 

orphaned bear survivorship after their mothers are shot. These young bears proper training 

for survivorship in the wild from their mothers, not depending on human food is 

compromised and sets potentially a further, pernicious cycle of problem human interaction 

circumstances and behaviour that would not exist under natural unharvested conditions.  

 

Even back in the 1960’s, my father who was an avid hunter, expressed deep concern about 

Bear hunting not being an appropriate hunting activity in Canada, or anywhere. I undertook 

a research program for an honours thesis “Response to Wildlife Hazard in Ontario” at the 

University of Toronto in the late 1970’s focussing then on the Wolf and Bear Bounty Act 

related to problem human and wildlife encounters including Black bears (Harpley, 1978). At 

that time the baiting and shooting of hungry bears as they came out of hibernation was and 

still is a deplorable activity by any measure. The vast majority of these hunters at that time 

were wealthy Americans. 

 

The good and rigorous science on the condemnation and ending of this bear hunting activity 

in Ontario is clear and available to anyone to review. Do not expand, indeed end spring and 

fall bear hunting in Ontario. 

 

Expend money and man-power on monitoring, science education of bear biology and 

ensuring Ontario residents in bear country act appropriately. 

 

Reference: 

 

Harpley (1978) Response to Wildlife Hazard in Ontario, Thesis, University of Toronto 

(UTSC), Bladen Library 73 pages.. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 
 

Kill Pipelines, Not Wolves - Ontario 
January 12, 2016 - 2:58pm Earthroots. 

 

On December 17
th

, the Ontario government announced Phase 2 of their Moose Project designed to help the 

declining moose population. While the first phase shortened the moose hunting season and number of 

moose tags issued, Phase 2 involves an unscientific attempt to help the moose population by encouraging 

the hunting of wolves. Starting in 2017, hunters will no longer require a “seal” to kill wolves or coyotes. 

Instead, anyone with a small game license - approximately 100,000 hunters in Ontario - will be allowed to 

kill 2 wolves and an unlimited number of coyotes. 

According to the Ontario government itself, selective hunting of wolves will do nothing to help the moose 

population. To have any impact, whole packs of wolves would need to be culled by aerial shooting or 

poisoning, a move that the Ontario government should not consider. Encouraging the hunting of wolves will 



do little to help the moose population, but will have devastating consequences for wolves and coyotes. 

Wolves will be the scapegoat for the real problem facing moose: climate change. 

The moose population is declining in some parts of Ontario, but killing wolves won’t help. Moose are 

affected by hunting, with more non-Aboriginal moose hunters than actual moose in the province, but even 

more significantly they are impacted by climate change. The most important factor to sustaining the moose 

population is habitat. Moose depend on cold temperatures and deep snow, while warming temperatures 

delay their breeding. Warmer temperatures also increase the tick infestations that prey on and dwindle the 

moose population. 

Protecting Ontario’s moose population requires a real response to climate change. The proposed Energy 

East pipeline will impact the moose population, not only threatening water sources in their habitat, but 

significantly contributing to climate change. Energy East would transport 1.1 million barrels of tar sands oil 

daily from Alberta through Ontario and on to New Brunswick. Energy East would represent a 40% 

expansion of the tar sands and the equivalent pollution of every car in Ontario or the re-opening of every 

coal plant in Ontario. 

Moose are an integral part of the ecosystem and hold particular importance for the First Nations who have 

treaty rights to hunt them. Ontario must protect the moose population, but hunting wolves is not the answer. 

Earthroots’ Wolves Ontario project offers viable alternatives to protect the moose population without 

hunting wolves. Ontario must also address the role of climate change in the declining moose population. 

The Ontario government cannot protect moose and approve reckless projects like Energy East. 

Ontario is accepting public comment on the Moose Project until January 18th. Join us in telling the 

Ontario government to save the wolves and address climate change as the real source of the declining 

moose population by rejecting Energy East. You can send your comments 

to mooseproject@ontario.ca and include Premier Wynne at premier@ontario.ca.   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CARE Petition 2015-12-31 

Stop the Ontario Wolf and Coyote Cull 
 10,941 SUPPORTERS 

 BY: Annamaria Valastro 

 TARGET: premier@ontario.ca; christie.curley@ontario.ca;...  

11,000 
               

http://wolvesontario.org/moose/
mailto:mooseproject@ontario.ca
mailto:premier@ontario.ca
http://www.care2.com/petitions/feedback/935414288


We've got 10,941 supporters, help us get to 11,000. Ontario announces wolf and coyote cull. Please add 

your comments to this petition. We need an avalanche of comments into the Premier's office to stop this. 

Let's Stop the War on Wildlife! 

EBR # 012- 6073 

As all controversial government announcements are released when no one is watching, so too was the 

announcement by Ontario’s Premier Kathleen Wynne to begin a wolf and coyote cull in Northern Ontario. 

Posted on Ontario’s Environmental Bill of Rights Registry (EBR #012-6073) on December 17, the Ontario 

govt. is proposing to remove the previous requirements for hunters to purchase a special hunting ‘seal’ to 

kill wolves and remove the restriction to kill only one wolf per season. 

This wolf cull is not the same as the wolf culls of British Columbia where sharp shooters in helicopters 

chase and exhaust wolves and then gun them down.  

 

This cull is much worse. 

 

In Ontario the Wynne govt. will allow any hunter holding a small game hunting license to kill two wolves 

per season and remove all restrictions on the killing of coyotes.  

 

To put this in perspective, in 2010 (most current statistics available) Ontario sold over 28,000 small game 

licenses. When sold as a three year small game license, this number swells to over 100,000 small game 

hunters (2008 statistics). If this proposal is approved, each small game hunter can kill two wolves per season 

and as many coyotes as desired.  

 

Unlike targeted culls where a specific number of wolves are killed, the Ontario cull allows for thousands of 

wolves to be killed each year.  

 

Why? Because the moose population is rapidly declining in Ontario. 

 

Rather than close the sport hunting of moose and calves – yes - one can still kill a moose calf in Ontario – 

and/or protect moose habitat from intensive forestry and forestry applied herbicides that wither young 

seedlings eaten by moose during the winter months – it is simply easier to kill wolves and coyotes. 

 

There is no reason to kill wolves or coyotes except out of hatred or for luxury fur products. 

We fear for their safety and we need your help.  

 



Here is a sample comment from hunters who posted on the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters’ 

facebook page.  

 

Cody Perry: “Change the price of a moose tag to "one wolf pelt". Eliminate limit on wolf hunt. Let the guys 

who shoot wolves and trade them for moose tags sell the tag for whatever price they can get. Cheapest 

bounty system for the tax payer, reduces moose harvest substantially, eliminates the draw, makes hunting 

wolves a feasible way to make a living, helps bring wolf population down to a sustainable level.” 

 

This is second major cull announced by the Ontario govt. in the last two months. The first was the cull of 

black bears through a spring bear hunt.  

 

We hope you will get angry enough to say ‘enough is enough’. Please add your comments to this petition. 

We need an avalanche of comments into the Premier’s office to stop this. Let’s Stop the War on Wildlife.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Caribou protection report blasts Ontario, praises 

Manitoba, Saskatchewan 
“Ontario has really taken no meaningful action” among Canada’s already mediocre protection of 
woodland caribou, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society says. 



 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

While there remain about 32,000 woodland caribou across the country, their habitat is increasingly fragmented and degraded 

by industrial development and many herds are in danger of disappearing. 

By: Bob Weber The Canadian Press, Published on Mon Dec 14 2015 

Edmonton —Manitoba and Saskatchewan come out on top of a mediocre class in a new review of how 

Canada’s provinces and territories are protecting vulnerable woodland caribou. 

“They’ve been taking it seriously,” said Eric Hebert-Daly, national director of the Canadian Parks and 

Wilderness Society. “They’ve taken the bull by the horns and really driven things.” 

Woodland caribou are considered a strong indicator of a healthy boreal forest. While there remain about 

32,000 woodland caribou across the country, their habitat is increasingly fragmented and degraded by 

industrial development and many herds are in danger of disappearing. 

The federal government has written a recovery strategy for the animals that requires the provinces to 

preserve enough habitat to keep them on the landscape. Scientists say habitat for woodland caribou can be 

no more than 35 per cent disturbed for their numbers to remain stable. 

Some provinces have stepped up, said Hebert-Daly. 



In November, Manitoba created a 900-square-kilometre protected area, all of which lies within caribou 

range. 

Saskatchewan now requires new forest management plans to demonstrate at least 65 per cent of caribou 

habitat will be kept undisturbed. 

In Newfoundland and Labrador, the new Mealy Mountains National Park will permanently protect at least 

one caribou herd. Quebec added 5,000 square kilometres to its roster of protected spaces, some of which is 

home to caribou. 

And even one-time environmental bad-boy Alberta has stopped selling energy leases on caribou habitat. 

Other provinces? Not so much, Hebert-Daly said. 

“Ontario has really taken no meaningful action since the very beginning,” he said. 

Eleven of the province’s 13 caribou ranges are so degraded they won’t support caribou into the future. The 

society is in the middle of a court case against the provincial government over what it says are laws 

exempting industries from core protection provisions under its Endangered Species Act. 

And Hebert-Daly said British Columbia remains focused on stopping caribou decline by shooting wolves, 

while at the same time encouraging gas development on caribou habitat. 

But even with the good news, Canada’s performance this year on caribou recovery has been spotty at best, 

Hebert-Daly said. 

“We’re talking about an increase in protection of caribou habitat of 1 per cent since last year. These are 

important steps, but they’re still very, very small and aren’t at the rate they need to be to get to where we 

need to be.” 

Federal legislation requires provinces to have their protection strategies and range plans in place by 2017. 

The report suggests only Saskatchewan is on track to meet that deadline. 

Hebert-Daly said protecting caribou protects an entire ecosystem. 

“The impact on saving this particular species and its habitat has a domino effect on all the other species in 

the boreal forest,” he said. 

“If you’re able to protect their habitat, you create a bit of an umbrella effect. You’re actually protecting the 

ecosystems that sustain a whole lot of other species.” 

 

 

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2014/01/13/alberta_the_leader_in_disturbing_canadas_landscape_says_study.html


Canadian Caribou Update – CPAWS Caribou 

Ambassador Program, 2016-01 

Thank you for your continued support over the past few months as an integral member of our caribou 

ambassador program. Due in large part to your efforts, we were able to extend our reach and identify new 

caribou supporters across Canada. 

We set out a year ago with the goal of signing on 20,000 new caribou supporters to our pledge. Our 

collective efforts engaging with people online, meeting face-to-face and visiting different communities, we 

surpassed our goal and signed on 25,000 new caribou supporters! 

We now have a strong hold across the country ready to help drive action by governments to protect the 

threatened woodland caribou and their boreal forest home. 

Your ongoing help is a huge contributing factor to this success. 

Our regional chapters continue to do the work on the ground, talking with government officials and industry 

reps to find solutions to protect caribou. We encourage you to reach out to your local chapter if you’d like to 

continue to help with our outreach. 

Even with all we’ve been able to accomplish, we still have a long way to go. Under the federal Species-at-

Risk Act, all provinces and territories are requested to have site-specific plans in place to recover their boreal 

caribou populations by 2017. To date, not a single plan that meets the federal requirements has been 

developed. That means there are 51 left to develop in the next two years. 

In our 3rd annual review of government action to protect Canada's boreal caribou, CPAWS found there has 

been limited progress. In the future, we will being calling upon our caribou supporters when we need to 

pressure the government to take action and will be in touch on specific ways we can continue to work 

together to protect the boreal caribou and their habitat. 

Thank you again for your support and for helping us protect one of Canada’s most iconic species. 

 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) Caribou Team. 

 

http://action.cpaws.org/site/R?i=xw5A6htW2x2pRtk1wKixog
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World Wetlands Day – Bird Studies International 

– Feb. 2nd 
 
Billion people living off wetlands  

 

 

 

Today is a day to celebrate wetlands! February 2 is World Wetlands Day, with the focus on "Wetlands for our future: sustainable 

livelihoods". With more than a billion people making a living from wetlands, they provide vital benefits including food, flood 

protection, water purification and supply.  
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COP 21 Climate Change Conference Agreement 
Environmental Defence Post 2015-12-18 Dale Marshall 

http://birdlife.us7.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=9d038fec22941c8c91b775879&id=ffa240383c&e=21a723c358
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I had a front row seat to a historic moment. As a delegate to the U.N. climate conference in Paris, I was able 

to watch 195 countries adopt the Paris Agreement just a few days ago. After three successive overnight 

negotiating sessions, and more than 24 hours after the conference was supposed to end, French Foreign 

Minister Laurent Fabius finally banged his custom-made, green gavel on Saturday evening to signal that an 

agreement had been reached. 

The Paris Agreement is historic but only partly because of its contents. The agreement is the first global 

accord on climate change that fully acknowledges the science of climate change. But it is the global, people-

powered movement that I think will be most noted by history, and which is driving action on climate 

change. 

In terms of recognizing the science, the agreement commits the world’s governments to keep global 

warming well below 2 degrees Celsius, and to work for that limit to be 1.5 degrees. This goal is important 

because climate scientists have predicted that dangerous impacts—such as small island states like Tuvalu 

and Vanuatu disappearing under rising seas—will occur as the planet warms from 1.5 to 2 degrees above 

pre-industrial temperatures. 

The Paris Agreement also adopts the long-term goal of having the entire planet be carbon neutral in as little 

as 35 years. This is a recognition that the source of climate change—the burning of fossil fuels—must be 

eliminated. This is good news for our shared climate. 

Make no mistake, these goals were not set because political leaders from 195 countries suddenly all decided 

that climate change was their highest priority. These goals were set because social movements around the 

world demanded it. People stood together in innumerable countries to oppose new coal mines, to protest 

polluting power plants, to mobilize against oil pipelines, and to demand action on climate change. The 

leaders of the world’s countries committed to the Paris agreement because their citizens demanded it. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cop21/22841825703/in/photolist-ANsjZ6-BCzL3D-BAhsxW-ANmbdb-BCzKRB-BHyxvS-B3kBxh-B9AHgV-C71pEr-C71pT2-C4GZiY-B9vdaj-BwnaPh-BExsy1-BaatXW-BpYYyk-rVnnq3-BemqRK-ASrWq4-BChf7b-BEzFwT-AQs7uK-BChg8E-BMStCF-BKyse7-AQs6Lk-BnJnpd-rT986Q-rTahxq-rT96tS-rdJiJq-sazW95-rThcqM-AYVSgk-AP4BeV-ARnXyX-BnzPNE-AP4F4t-AXKvT9-AXKBtY-BpTQaH-AstQu6-s8rrd1-AXKGUs-AstPkn-AstMkv-BnzV7q-BpTQzR-AXKCvY-AstNag
http://environmentaldefence.ca/articles/updated-statement-environmental-defence%E2%80%99s-executive-director-tim-gray-adopting-internationa
http://environmentaldefence.ca/articles/updated-statement-environmental-defence%E2%80%99s-executive-director-tim-gray-adopting-internationa
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2015/cop21/eng/l09r01.pdf


And now, every new energy or infrastructure proposal must be vetted based on these goals. Limiting 

warming to 1.5 degrees means deep emission reductions over a very short time span. Those proposing 

highly polluting energy projects that will be around for a generation or more will be hard pressed to show 

that their proposed project fits into this new low-carbon paradigm. 

While there are elements in the agreement that are strong, where the agreement falls short is with nearer-

term commitments. The targets that are currently on the table for 2025 or 2030 will allow global warming of 

3 degrees Celsius or more. The gap needs to be filled, since waiting 10 or 15 years will close the door on 

holding on to a safe future. 

The Paris Agreement allows for a review and updating of climate change commitments in the short-term. In 

2018, the world’s governments will come together once again and, with the help of the United Nations, 

evaluate progress towards long-term goals like the 1.5 degree temperature limit. Starting in 2020, every five 

years countries must update their commitments. 

These will provide moments where the eyes of the world will be on governments, their commitments, and 

their actions to fulfill their commitments. Globally, citizens will ensure that a bright light will be shined on 

countries and governments that are not doing their fair share. And they will demand their countries do 

better. 

The delivery of international climate financing will also be scrutinized. This financing will assist poor, 

developing countries to adapt to climate change impacts that they did not cause, and to undertake economic 

and social development that follows a low-carbon pathway. Here too the Paris Agreement provided mixed 

results. The commitment to mobilize $100 billion per year in climate financing in 2020 is characterized in 

the agreement as a floor to build upon and is extended to an annual contribution for every year up to 2025. 

However, rich, industrialized countries did not provide full clarity on how the $100 billion will be 

generated, even in 2020. Greater transparency and predictability in climate financing is needed by 

developing countries so they can craft and execute climate adaptation, energy implementation, and 

economic development plans. 

The Paris Agreement has big implications for Canada. The Canadian government played a constructive 

role in Paris. It expressed support for the 1.5 degree limit midway through the negotiations, which helped 

give positive momentum to the talks. 

Now, energy development in Canada must be reflected in that commitment. Getting to carbon neutrality 

means a managed decline in fossil fuel industries, in Canada and around the world, and phasing in 100 per 

cent renewable energy. 

That won’t happen overnight. It is a huge undertaking. But the transition has started already, and the federal 

government needs to work with the provinces to accelerate it. 

http://environmentaldefence.ca/blog/prime-minister-trudeau%E2%80%99s-paris-speech-presents-new-canadian-approach-climate-change
http://environmentaldefence.ca/blog/prime-minister-trudeau%E2%80%99s-paris-speech-presents-new-canadian-approach-climate-change


From coast to coast to coast, Canadians are demanding meaningful climate action. Over the past year, we’ve 

gathered in record numbers in many cities across the country to call on our leaders to act now. On the eve of 

the Paris summit 25,000 marched in Ottawa, a city not known for grassroots activism. Canadian citizens 

have now chosen leaders that are serious about climate change—in many provinces and at the national 

level—and that’s a good thing. 

We can’t afford any more delays. In Paris, the Canadian government spoke some very strong words about 

climate change.  We, along with thousands of concerned Canadians, will be working to make sure those 

words turn into actions. 

 

Opportunity for Parks and Protected areas at COP21 

of the UNFCCC - CPAWS Canada - DEC. 8, 2015 

By Nikita Lopoukhine 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-climate-change-rally-1.3341744


 

The Paris COP21 has attracted thousands of experts and politicians on the matter of climate change. Canada 

has stepped into the middle of the fray, arguing limits to emissions and the need for concrete action. 

Canada`s delegation with Justin Trudeau at the helm, Provincial premiers and the newly minted Minister of 

Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, was well received to the point that Elizabeth May 

was filmed getting emotional over the welcome reception given Canada. This reception is in contrast to the 

pariah and obstructionist approach of the former government at previous COPs. 

That was the beginning of the meeting in Paris; now the bigger issues are in play. Debates are focused on 

whether we can live with a two degree rise in temperature of to try and shoot for a 1.5 centigrade increase as 



supported by Minister Mckenna. Others are debating the need for a binding protocol. If so, the mechanisms 

to police such a protocol and indeed defining associated penalties are also leading to late night discussions. 

As with all International Conventions, fundamental issues of funding debates are raging focused on who 

gets what and how much are critical to success. Debates are between developing countries and developed 

countries. Pledges will be made and stringent mechanisms under the Global Environmental Facility will be 

imposed on any fund transfers. 

At the COP as mostly elsewhere, hardly anyone is arguing against the need for the immediate curtailing of 

global emissions. Everyone agrees that clean energy as an alternative to fossil fuels is now a given along 

with investments in green infrastructure. True, there are a number of proponents for very expensive high 

tech carbon absorbing schemes. Multibillion-dollar technological approaches to storing carbon, from 

pumping it into depleted oil wells to building massive carbon absorption systems, bordering on science 

fiction are being proposed. 

At the same time — and inexplicably — a more convenient and less expensive method is being overlooked. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change determined that 20 percent of greenhouse gas emissions 

come from deforestation and other forms of land use change. Live vegetation absorbs CO2 and releases 

oxygen. Planting trees offsets carbon emissions. Cutting trees eliminates absorption of carbon. Indeed, 

forests can hold 20 to 100 times more carbon dioxide than agricultural systems could on the same amount of 

land. Similarly, mangroves, seagrasses, and salt marshes store carbon both in the plants and in the sediment 

immediately beneath them. 

When soils are turned over by plows, coastal marshes are drained, or peat lands burned, the carbon is 

exposed to oxygen with which it forms CO2 and finds its way into the atmosphere. There it persists for a 

long time, trapping heat as a greenhouse gas. Adding insult to injury, these land-use conversions also 

destroy natural carbon sinks. For example, most carbon accumulated in coastal marshlands does not find its 

way into the atmosphere. Carbon is buried in the sediment at rates up to 50 times higher than those observed 

on land, and these rates can be maintained for centuries or more. The Bay of Fundy marshlands in Canada 

could be absorbing a significant per cent of Canada’s CO2 reduction target had they had not been converted. 



Put simply, if we stop converting intact ecosystems, we would not only arrest 20 percent of greenhouse gas 

emissions, but we’d continue to have natural carbon sinks — all without investing in technological fixes. 

Halting forest degradation and forest restoration are on the agenda in Paris. There is concerted effort to 

recognize “ecosystem-based adaptation” or a “natural solution” approach which is the use of natural systems 

as a way to buffer the worst impacts of climate change. Arguments in favor of a “natural solution” must not 

stop with curbing further carbon emissions and protecting carbon sinks. Intact ecosystems also yield 

benefits for people and other species. These are beneficial for physical and mental health. They provide 

clean water, clean air, pollinators and food, especially sea food. Intact ecosystems also serve as insurance 

against floods, landslides and even tsunamis. The actual and replacement worth of such services would be in 

the billions of dollars 

The COP text being negotiated these days recognizes the value of ecosystem resilience but not of protected 

areas which is by far the least expensive of all the solutions. National parks and other forms of protected 

areas around the world have a particular role in a “natural solution.” They are arguably the most effective 

management strategy known to avoid conversion to other land uses. 

Nearly 14 percent of the world’s land surface, containing more than 15 percent of the world’s terrestrial 

carbon stock, is already under protection, along with significant areas of the sea. In many parts of the world, 

protected areas contain the remaining vestiges of intact ecosystems. The Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD) Strategic Plan calls for increased protection of 17% terrestrially and 10% marine by 2020. The 

combination of storing unreleased carbon and protecting ecosystems should make protected areas a natural 

component of any strategy discussed in Paris. Taking in these inherent values of protected areas in both 

adaptation and mitigation of climate change, the global targets provide an opportunity to significantly 

contribute to addressing Climate Change challenges. 

The Paris conference should recognize the role of protected areas as tools for permanent carbon storage and 

call on countries to implement robust protected-area systems as a core component of national strategies to 

achieve land and marine-based emissions reductions. Specifically and borrowing from the 19 South 

American Park Agencies (Redparques) declaration on the subject the following is recommended for the 

Paris UNFCCC: 



– Include the contributions of protected areas in submissions to the UNFCCC. 

– Tap Green Climate Fund and other multilateral and bilateral cooperation efforts in support of creation and 

management of protected areas. 

– Encourage integration of National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans with National Adaptation 

Plans. 

– Support action based on protected areas for implementation of National Contributions. 

Then, the following is recommended at the national level: 

– In line with the CBD 2020 protected areas targets, assure that the design and the management of protected 

areas also include connectivity, representativity and redundancy. 

– Assure the inclusion of protected areas in national climate change mitigation and adaptation plans. 

– Promote research to monitor, verify and report the contribution of protected areas to domestic climate 

change mitigation and adaptation strategies and international commitments. 

– Raise awareness among people and decision-makers on the role of protected areas for mitigation, 

adaptation, resilience and sustainable development. 

– Integrate existing protected areas through landscape approaches. 

– Expand, reshape, increase level of protection and/or create new protected areas to cover ecosystems that 

are key for facing climate change. 

Nikita Lopoukhine retired in 2005 as Parks Canada's Director General of the National Parks Directorate 

and is Emeritus Chair of the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas. 

 

Canadian Parks and Protected Areas  

Helping Canada weather climate change  
 

Report of the Canadian Parks Council Climate Change Working Group 

 
2013 Parks Canada Agency on behalf of the Canadian Parks Council - Jan. 2016 Newsletter items. 



The challenge of climate change Climate change is occurring  
 

An increase in the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere has altered the planet’s climate 

system and is the main driver of current rapid climate change. “Global atmospheric 

concentrations of CO2 [carbon dioxide], CH4 [methane] and N2O [nitrous oxide] have increased 

markedly as a result of human activities since 1750 and now far exceed pre-industrial values 

determined from ice cores spanning many thousands of years... Global increases in CO2 

concentrations are due primarily to fossil fuel use, with land-use change providing another 

significant but smaller contribution” (IPCC 2007).  

Rapid human-induced global climate change is occurring and will have far-reaching impacts on 

society, biodiversity and ecosystems (IPCC 2007; Lemmen et al. 2008). The rate and magnitude 

of climate change have altered natural systems and are already driving ecological change. 

Changes in temperature, precipitation, and an increased frequency of extreme events such as 

drought and floods are occurring, along with associated ecosystem changes such as shifts in 

ranges of terrestrial and aquatic plants and animals, and melting of glaciers and permafrost 

(Lemmen et al. 2008; Environment Canada 2009; Federal Provincial and Territorial 

Governments of Canada 2010).  

Reducing the amount of greenhouse gases being released into the atmosphere is critical for 

limiting the future rate and magnitude of climate change (IPCC 2007; Lemmen et al. 2008). 

These types of interventions, referred to as mitigation strategies, aim to reduce greenhouse gases 

by controlling emissions or by removing them from the atmosphere. 

Necessity for adaptation  

Because climate change will continue to impact the planet even with mitigation efforts, 

adaptation measures are a necessary complement to mitigation (Lemmen et al. 2008; Eby et al. 

2009; Solomon et al. 2009; Gillett et al. 2011). Many types of adaptation responses are already 

underway in most regions of Canada, and many more are being considered (Lemmen et al. 

2008). Most of these adaptation strategies focus on human and managed systems, such as 

designing infrastructure and protecting coastal habitats to withstand the impacts of severe 

weather events, shifting agricultural practices to more drought- and pest-resistant crops, and 

increasing the efficiency of water use. 

Climate trends for Canada  

Records from 1948 to 2011 indicate that annual temperatures have warmed by 1.5°C 

(Environment Canada 2012a). Warming has been greatest in the north, with increases of 2.5°C in 

the Mackenzie District during this period. Warming has been least in Atlantic Canada with an 

overall increase of 0.7°C. No significant cooling trend has occurred at any location in any 

season, and the largest seasonal temperature increases (3.2°C) have been in the winter. These 



temperature changes are associated with a decrease in winter snowpack and earlier snowmelt, 

and an earlier start to the growing season (Federal, Provincial and Territorial Governments of 

Canada 2010). Annual precipitation generally increased from 1950 to 2007 (Federal, Provincial 

and Territorial Governments of Canada 2010), most strongly in the northern half of Canada, but 

the fraction of precipitation that fell as snow decreased in southern Canada 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

New York Times 

Chinese Glacier’s Retreat Signals Trouble for 

Asian Water Supply 
By Edward Wong Dec. 8, 2015 

 

 
The Mengke Glacier, one of China’s largest, retreated an average of 54 feet a year from 2005 to 2014. From 1993 to 

2005, it retreated 26 feet a year. Credit Adam Dean for The New York Times. 

Advertisement 



MENGKE GLACIER, China — Over the years, Qin Xiang and his fellow scientists at a high and 

lonely research station in the Qilian Mountains of northwest China have tracked the inexorable 

effects of rising temperatures on one of China’s most important water sources. 

“The thing most sensitive to climate change is a glacier,” said Dr. Qin, 42, as he slowly trod 

across an icy field of the Mengke Glacier, one of the country’s largest. “In the 1970s, people 

thought glaciers were permanent. They didn’t think that glaciers would recede. They thought this 

glacier would endure. But then the climate began changing, and temperatures climbed.” 

Beneath Dr. Qin’s feet, the cracking ice signaled the second-by-second shifting of the glacier. 

 
The extreme effects predicted of global climate change are already happening in western China. 

Glacier retreat here and across the so-called Third Pole, the glaciers of the Himalayas and related 

mountain ranges, threatens Asia’s water supply. Towns and villages along the arid Hexi 

Corridor, a passage on the historic Silk Road where camels still roam, have suffered floods and 

landslides caused by sudden summer rainstorms. Permafrost is disappearing from the Tibet-

Qinghai Plateau, jeopardizing the existence of plants and animals, the livelihoods of its people 

and even the integrity of infrastructure like China’s high-altitude railway to Lhasa, Tibet. 

 

 
CreditAdam Dean for The New York Times 

 
Zhao Tingyu, 66, in front of homes built by the government to resettle villagers whose homes 

were destroyed by severe flooding caused by heavy rains in the town of Shibaocheng in Gansu 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/china/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/globalwarming/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.cits.net/china-guide/places/transparent-mengke-glacier.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/globalwarming/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/16/world/asia/plan-for-tourist-attraction-at-mogao-caves-worries-chinese-scholars.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/16/world/asia/plan-for-tourist-attraction-at-mogao-caves-worries-chinese-scholars.html?_r=0


Province. Shibaocheng is at the foot of the Qilian range, which has been devastated by recent 

storms. 

 

The fact that Chinese scientists are raising alarms about these changes is a key reason that the 

Chinese government has been engaging fully in climate change negotiations in recent years. 

Another is the deadly urban air pollution, caused mostly by industrial coal burning, that resulted 

in Beijing’s first red alert over air quality on Monday. 

China, which remains the world’s largest emitter of greenhouse gas, pledged last year to begin 

lowering carbon dioxide emissions around 2030, and in Paris this month, President Xi 

Jinping reiterated his resolve to help slow climate change. There are no vocal climate change 

deniers among top Chinese officials. 

In November, China released a detailed scientific report on climate change that predicted 

disastrous consequences for its 1.4 billion people. Those included rising sea levels along the 

urbanized coast, floods from storms across China and the erosion of glaciers. More than 80 

percent of the permafrost on the Tibet-Qinghai Plateau could disappear by the next century, the 

report said. Temperatures in China are expected to rise by 1.3 to 5 degrees Celsius, or 2.3 to 9 

degrees Fahrenheit, by the end of the century, and temperatures have risen faster in China in the 

last half-century than the global average. 

People across China are already feeling the impact. The most obvious devastation comes from 

flooding. The report said an increase in urban floods attributed to climate change has destroyed 

homes and infrastructure. From 2008 to 2010, 62 percent of Chinese cities had floods; 173 had 

three or more. 

 “China is more prone to the adverse effects of climate change because China is vast, has diverse 

types of ecology and has relatively fragile natural conditions,” Du Xiangwan, chairman of the 

National Expert Committee on Climate Change, wrote in the report’s introduction. 

Last weekend, Chinese scientists released a separate report that said the surface area of glaciers 

on Mount Everest, which straddles the Tibet-Nepal border, have shrunk nearly 30 percent in the 

last 40 years. 

Vanishing glaciers raise urgent concerns beyond Tibet and China. 

By one estimate, the 46,000 glaciers of the Third Pole region help sustain 1.5 billion people in 10 

countries — its waters flowing to places as distant as the tropical Mekong Delta of Vietnam, the 

hills of eastern Myanmar and the southern plains of Bangladesh. Scattered across nearly two 

million square miles, these glaciers are receding at an ever-quickening pace, producing a rise in 

levels of rivers and lakes in the short term and threatening Asia’s water supply in the long run. 

A paper published this year by The Journal of Glaciology said the retreat of Asian glaciers was 

emblematic of a “historically unprecedented global glacier decline.” 

“I would say that climatologically, we are in unfamiliar territory, and the world’s ice cover is 

responding dramatically,” said Lonnie G. Thompson, a glaciologist at Ohio State University who 

helped found a project to study climate change on the Tibetan Plateau. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/08/world/asia/beijing-pollution-red-alert.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/04/world/asia/china-burns-much-more-coal-than-reported-complicating-climate-talks.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/01/world/europe/obama-climate-conference-cop21.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/30/world/asia/chinese-report-on-climate-change-depicts-somber-scenarios.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/03/science/earth/lonnie-thompson-climate-scientist-battles-time.html


Across China, the surface area of glaciers has decreased more than 10 percent since the 1960s, 

according to the climate change report. The report linked the expected water scarcity to national 

security, noting that “in the future, disputes between China and neighboring countries on 

regional environmental resources will keep growing.” 

The Qilian range, on the north end of the Tibetan Plateau, straddles three provinces and towers to 

18,200 feet. Scientists here at the Mengke Glacier have been studying it from a permanent 

research station since 2007, one of about 10 major glacier research stations in China. The glacier 

is six miles long and covers nearly eight square miles. 

As it recedes more rapidly, floods here have become more frequent and more powerful. In July, 

the road to the research station flooded, with water rising more than six feet. 

Zhao Shangxue, who manages logistics here, said that he had had to abandon his car and walk 

four hours to the station. 

“The glacier has always melted in the summertime, but now it melts even more,” he said. 

A report by the research center said the retreat of the Mengke Glacier and two others in the 

Qilian range accelerated gradually in the 1990s, then tripled their speed in the 2000s. In the last 

decade, the glaciers have been disappearing at a faster rate than at any time since 1960. 

From 2005 to 2014, the Mengke Glacier retreated an average of 54 feet a year, while from 1993 

to 2005, it retreated 26 feet a year. 

As scientists like Mr. Qin study the glacier and the consequences of its retreat, towns and 

villages in the region are grappling with a worsening cycle of drought, sudden rainstorms and 

floods. 

The town closest to the glacier, Shibaocheng, has been devastated by recent storms. Its 1,250 

residents, mostly ethnic Mongolian, graze yaks, horses and sheep in high pastures below the 

glacier during the summer. In 2012, a sudden rainstorm set off flooding that destroyed about 200 

homes. Nearly 14,000 animals were killed or lost. 

“Old people here say they hadn’t seen such a flood in 50 or 60 years,” said Gu Wei, the deputy 

mayor. She said rain mixed with hail came down for three days. 

Scientists have no easy way to determine the exact relationship between the rainfall and the 

changes in the nearby glacier, Dr. Qin said. “The retreat of glaciers of course has an effect on the 

climate and on rain patterns, but we can’t measure it,” he said. 

Southeast of Mengke Glacier, 180 miles away along the Hexi Corridor, Sunan County at the foot 

of the Qilian Mountains has experienced some of the region’s worst flooding. It is home to 

ethnic Yugurs and has flooded a half-dozen times since 2006. 

Five years ago, at least 11 people died in floods and landslides. In July, heavy rains led to similar 

disasters in 13 villages, destroying more than 150 homes and causing more than $6 million of 

damage, an official report said. 



“Floods in the Hexi Corridor are related to torrential rains and precipitation from fronts,” said 

Wang Ninglian, a glaciologist at the Chinese Academy of Sciences. “It’s caused by climate 

change.” 

Kiki Zhao and Mia Li contributed research. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION 

ISSUES 

Towards a Hemispheric approach to 

Grasslands Conservation 
By Bethan John, Thu, 10/12/2015 - 11:10 

InShare 3 

In November, 460 farmers, conservationists, government officials and academics got together for 

the ninth Ranchers’ Gathering in the city of Santana do Livramento, on the border between 

Brazil and Uruguay. 

  

Organised by the Southern Cone Grasslands Alliance – a BirdLife initiative lead by Partners 

Aves Argentinas, Aves Uruguay, SAVE Brasil and Guyra Paraguay – this annual meeting 

provides a chance for a diverse group of people to share challenges and practical solutions to 

saving the rich biodiversity of the Americas’ grasslands.  
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Photo: Alianza del Pastizal (Grasslands Alliance)From the prairies in the North to the pampas in 

the South, grasslands are being destroyed by rampant agricultural intensification. Farmers face 

huge financial pressure to convert their native grasslands into crops to make more money over 

the short-term, or to sell their land to industrial-scale agricultural giants.  

  

Less than 2% of the grasslands in the Southern Cone of South America have any protected area 

status, despite the ecosystem being of global importance for biodiversity conservation and home 

to over 400 species of birds.  

  

With a similar story in North America, where less than 20% of native grasslands remain intact, it 

is no surprise that birds dependent on grasslands represent the largest group of avian species on 

the decline in the Americas. 



  

The Alliance aims to work with farmers to prove that traditional practices can be productive, 

profitable and biodiversity friendly.  

  

In the Southern Cone, 95% of the grasslands are privately owned and used for agricultural 

production, so it is essential that these farming practices are as environmentally sensitive as 

possible.  

  

The three main themes that were discuss in this year’s meeting were: ‘Towards a Hemispheric 

approach to Grasslands Conservation’, ‘Cattle Pasture and Grassland Management’, and ‘Quality 

of Meat from Grasslands.’ 

  

In one presentation, Professor Carlos Nabinger of the Federal University of Rio Grande do Sulin 

Brazil stated that it is possible to obtain yields of 300 kilograms of meat per hectare on natural 

grasslands when applying good management practices. According to Nabinger, you can increase 

revenue from the ranch through processing technologies while preserving natural resources. 

  



Photo: Alianza del Pastizal (Grasslands Alliance)Another presentation by Cristina Morales from 

Guyra Paraguay (BirdLife in Paraguay) discussed the topic “Efficiency of the Paraguayan 

livestock: an opportunity to mitigate the effects of global climate change.” In her speech she said 

that by improving the efficiency of livestock production in areas that are already producing, the 

Government can achieve their goal of 600,000 tons of production without deforesting the 

Paraguayan Chaco. 

  

The array of informative presentations by conservationists, producers and academics gave a 

thorough insight into the practical ways that traditional cattle ranching can be profitable and 

environmentally sensitive, so that rich native grasslands are not converted into monoculture 

crops.  

  



Cristian Artuso, from Bird Studies Canada (Bird Life in Canada), was one of the delegates at the 

meeting and said: “Those of us striving for meaningful conservation in North America’s 

grasslands could learn a lot from Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and Brazil and their remarkable 

collaboration that offers great hope for South America’s resident grassland threatened species, as 

well as over-wintering migrants Bobolink Dolichonyx oryzivorus, Upland Sandpiper Bartramia 

longicauda, Buff-breasted Sandpiper Calidris subruficollis, American Golden Plover Pluvialis 

dominica and others.”  

  

Christian added: 

“This Alliance is an amazing conservation initiative that is doing the Bird Life International 

Partnership proud.” 

The Alliance is recognised across the Americas for finding solutions to complex environmental, 

economic and social issues. The chance to learn from the Alliance and its on-the-ground 

experience is what attracted hundreds of people to the Ranchers’ Gathering in November.  
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Photo: Alianza del Pastizal (Grasslands Alliance)There is a sense of hopeful anticipation that the 

success in the Southern Cone will sweep into the savannas of Bolivia, across the llanos plains of 

Colombia, up through Mexico’s grasslands, until they reach the prairies of the US and Canada. It 

is ambitious. But millions of birds – from endemics to migrants – depend on it.  

  

The BirdLife Partnership in the Americas wants to drive this hemispheric approach to grasslands 

conservation, as part of their global commitment to protecting migratory birds and flyways.  

  

It depends on their Partners across the Americas working together, while finding conservation 

champions across sectors – from farmers to governments, corporations to academics. They must 

break down barriers and build trust, while encouraging a diversity of voices who will find new 

http://www.birdlife.org/worldwide/programmes/migratory-birds-and-flyways


and insightful solutions. They need to make grasslands productive and profitable, while ensuring 

they are preserved and protected.  

  

The Southern Cone Grasslands Alliance is the trailblazer, showing what can be achieved. There 

are many challenges to be overcome, but the birds of the Americas need conservation cowboys 

more than ever. 

 

Click here read more about the Grasslands Project in this World Birdwatch Article (PDF) 

 

Find out more: www.alianzadelpastizal.org. 

Thanks to Bobolink Foundation, Aage V Jensen Charity Foundation, US Fish and Wildlife 

Service – Neotropical Migratory Birds Conservation Act, and US Forest Service – International 

Programs who contributed to the Ranchers’ Gathering. 
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http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/dec_2015_grasslands_article_pp20-23.pdf
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http://www.birdlife.org/sites/default/files/dec_2015_grasslands_article_pp20-23.pdf
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The Blue Planet Project on fact-finding 

mission in Indonesia 
Council of Canadians e-journal 2015-12-07 

December 5, 2015 - 8:30am 
 



 
Karunananthan: "The headwaters of the Citarum River - source of drinking water for Jakarta, vital to food 

production in the Indonesian province of West Java and subject to tremendous industrial pollution." 

Blue Planet Project campaigner Meera Karunananthan is currently on a research mission to 

support the struggle against neo-liberal water policies in Indonesia. 

In terms of context, she explains, "For decades, Indonesian movements have been fighting neo-

liberal policies imposed by international financial institutions aimed at ensuring greater access to 

water resources for transnational corporations operating in Indonesia. ...The Indonesian water 

movement has won two major battles this year. In February 2015, a World Bank-imposed 

national water policy was annulled by the constitutional court and in March 2015, a Jakarta 

district court ordered an end to the contracts with private water companies in Jakarta. ...However, 

transnational corporations that have benefited from environmental deregulation and structural 

adjustment are ramping up their efforts to outmaneuver the public and social movements as they 

lobby for new policies that will continue to serve their interests." 

The research mission includes: 

1. On Dec. 2-3, meetings in the capital city of Jakarta with national organizations and local groups. 

The national water justice coalition, KruHa (the People's Coalition for the Right to Water) has 



been holding public consultations with groups to draft a water policy that reflects the 

environmental, social, economic and public health needs of local populations. 

  

2. On Dec. 4-5, a visit to the cities of Bandung and Bekasi to learn about the struggle against an 

Asian Development Bank funded Integrated Water Resources Management project. One 

example of this is the now-stalled Integrated Citarum Water Resources Management Investment 

Program. The Asian Development Bank was going to provide $50 million to redirect part of the 

Citarum River through the West Tarum Canal for irrigation and industry. This project would 

have meant that almost 900 families living along the Citarum River watershed area would have 

been evicted. 

  

3. On Dec. 6, a visit to the city of Sukabumi to see the impacts of the Paris-based transnational 

Danone's bottled water operations in Indonesia. The bottled water industry there denies access to 

water to small-scale farmers by buying land on which essential water sources are located. Local 

farmers have seen water levels drop significantly impacting their ability to produce food crops 

and their livelihoods. 

  

4. On Dec. 7-10, a visit to the island of Sulawesi to investigate community-based water resource 

management projects and see the impacts of extractive industries on water resources. The three 

types of resource extraction that are predominant on Sulawesi are mineral extraction, timber-

based concessions and plantations (including for palm oil). In the small town of Soroako on the 

island, Toronto-based Inco (now Vale Canada Ltd.) has been operating a massive nickel mining 

and smelting operation since the 1970s. This mine has prompted concerns about soil and water 

contamination and the displacement of the indigenous Karonsi’e Dongi peoples. 

In 2012, the Blue Planet Project partnered with KruHa to produce the Our Right to Water: An 

Expose on Foreign Pressure to Derail the Human Right to Water in Indonesia report. It focused 

on the World Bank-imposed market-based water policies that have led to deep inequalities in 

access to water and sanitation in Indonesia. It demonstrated how water legislation introduced in 

2004 contradicts a long history of respecting water as a commons in Indonesian tradition. 

Based on this research mission, Karunananthan will be producing a new report on Indonesia in 

2016. 

The Blue Planet Project gratefully acknowledges the support of Public Services International, 

Unifor, the Public Service Alliance of Canada (PSAC) and the United Steelworkers for this 

intervention. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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It’s going to be a crucial winter 

for the Monarch butterfly - Quartz News 

Service 2015-12-16  

Monarch butterflies are arriving in much larger numbers to their wintering grounds in Mexico 

than in the past couple of years, when their population shrank to record lows. But the orange-

winged insects are not in the clear yet, with unusually abundant rain and cold weather expected 

in the forests where they settle until the spring. 

 

The number of monarchs, the farthest-migrating butterflies in the world, has been dwindling for 

years as the habitat along their 3,000-mile journey from Canada to Mexico is degraded by 

farming, development, and illegal logging. 

 

Now the weather is threatening them too, says Gloria Tavera, central Mexico regional director 

for the National Commission of Natural Protected Areas (CONANP, for its acronym in Spanish). 

The butterflies gather in Mexico because of the relatively mild climate. But this year, the weather 

is expected to be colder than usual, and the rain more frequent, as warmer ocean 

temperatures intensify the effects of the El Niño weather system. 

 

Although the butterflies can withstand the cold, heavy rain knocks them off the trees where they 

perch by the thousands. Because their wings are wet, they can’t fly back up to avoid freezing to 

death. 

 

“Climate change is our main worry,” Tavera says. “We wake up with angst about the weather 

forecast.” 

 

A bad winter could derail efforts in Mexico, the US, and Canada to increase the butterfly’s 

roosting territory to six hectares (around 15 acres) by 2020, up from the less than two hectares 

recorded last year. 

In the US, the government is trying to convince farmers to reestablish milkweed, a plant with 

pinkish clusters of flowers that monarchs use as food and to breed. Monarch Watch, a nonprofit 

that advocates for butterfly preservation, has been distributing free milkweed plugs for people to 

plant in their gardens under a program sponsored by Monsanto. 

 

In Mexico, officials and nonprofits are helping farmers develop butterfly tourism as an 

alternative to cutting down forests—though after illegal logging dropped to virtually zero, felled 

forest acres have been on the rise the past three years. 

http://www.monarchwatch.org/tagmig/index.htm
http://www.fws.gov/savethemonarch/pdfs/migration-map.pdf
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.pdf
http://blogs.usda.gov/2015/06/19/updated-usda-program-enables-farmers-and-ranchers-to-help-monarch-butterflies/
http://news.monsanto.com/press-release/giving/monsanto-announces-multi-year-commitment-help-monarch-butterflies
http://www.wwf.org.mx/noticias/noticias_mariposa_monarca.cfm?251391/96-of-all-Deforestation-within-Mexicos-Monarch-Butterfly-Sanctuaries-Occur-in-a-Single-Community
http://www.wwf.org.mx/noticias/noticias_mariposa_monarca.cfm?251391/96-of-all-Deforestation-within-Mexicos-Monarch-Butterfly-Sanctuaries-Occur-in-a-Single-Community


 

Tavera says the rebound in monarch numbers this year is a sign that those measures are working. 

But others, such as Chip Taylor, an insect ecologist at University of Kansas, say this year’s 

bigger population is simply the result of good weather conditions during the breeding season. 

“The weather was better. That’s all we can say,” Taylor, who runs Monarch Watch, told Quartz. 

And now weather will determine how the monarchs do this winter.  

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

American Federal Government Admits 

Neonicotinoids Are Killing Bees 

 
Nancy Addison 

Dallas, TX 

Jan 11, 2016 — The federal government released a report this week that finally admitted 

neonicotinoids are the cause of catastrophic bee deaths. Peter Jenkins (attorney for the Center for 

Food Safety) said the EPA exempted pesticides used in seed coatings from standard regulations. 

“Unlike pesticides used as sprays or granular applications, those used as seed coatings carry no 

restrictions or mandatory safety measures when farmers and others handle them. It’s a critical 

oversight because the vast majority of neonicotinoids are used in that format,” Jenkins said. 

The report of imidacloprid is so critical the EPA “could potentially take action” to “restrict or 

limit the use” of the chemical by the end of this year, an agency email disclosed. 

I want to take this petition to the EPA immediately. 

  

Please help me get more signatures before I take it at the beginning of February.  

Use of clothianidin and other neonicotinoids is most worrisome, said Jim Frazier, professor of 

entomology at Penn State University, because the chemicals treat millions of acres of corn and 

other genetically modified plants throughout the U.S. Data show that the chemicals builds up 

over time in the soil, plants and trees, he said.  

 

About 1/3 of our food supply comes from bee and insect-pollinated plants. Bees are responsible 

for 80 % of food pollination. 

Brett Adee, a beekeeper lost more than 6,000 hives last spring when corn was planted, said a 



state investigation found his bees were poisoned by neonicotinoid poisons that were used on the 

seeds being planted on adjoining properties by his neighbors. 

 

Please help get their attention to make them outlaw these destructive poisons. Please share this 

petition with your friends and neighbors. 

 

For more information go to: http://www.organichealthylifestyle.com/the-plight-of-pollinators-

today/  

Nancy Addison, Change,org 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Pollinating birds and mammals declining, reveals 

first global assessment of trends in the status of 

pollinators 

Birdlife International 2015-12-18 

Hummingbirds are important pollinators in the Americas (Bryce Bradford) 

By Martin Fowlie, Wed, 18/03/2015 - 14:56 

InShare2 
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According to a new study by BirdLife, IUCN and others, the conservation status of 

pollinating bird and mammal species is deteriorating, with more species moving towards 

extinction than away from it. 

On average, 2.4 bird and mammal pollinator species per year have moved one IUCN Red List 

category towards extinction in recent decades, representing a substantial increase in extinction 

risk across this set of species. 

“Our study is the first global assessment of trends in pollinators”, said lead author Eugenie 

Regan of UNEP’s World Conservation Monitoring Centre. “It shows a worrying trend that may 

be impacting negatively on global pollination services, estimated to be worth more than US$215 

billion.” 

Nine per cent of all currently recognised bird and mammal species are known or inferred to be 

pollinators. Among mammals, bats are the principal pollinators, responsible for pollinating a 

large number of economically and ecologically important plants such as agave and cacti. Key 

pollinating birds include hummingbirds, honeyeaters, sunbirds and white-eyes. 

Approximately 90% of flowering plants are pollinated by animals, and humans rely heavily on 

many of these plant species for food, livestock forage, medicine, materials and other purposes. 

“Pollination is one of a suite of benefits (‘ecosystem services’) that nature provides to people. 

This is the first time the Red List Index approach has been applied to show trends in a set of 

species that deliver a particular ecosystem service”, said co-author Dr Stuart Butchart, Head of 

Science at BirdLife International, who conceived the study. “The results provide yet further 

worrying evidence that unsustainable exploitation of the natural environment by humans will 

come back to bite us”. 

Habitat loss from unsustainable agriculture was found to be the main cause of decline for a 

considerable proportion of species among both mammals and birds. Pollinating mammals, such 

as the large-bodied fruit bats, are also severely impacted by hunting for bushmeat, while birds 

are affected by the impacts of invasive alien species. 

During the period 1988 to 2012, 18 pollinator bird species qualified for being ‘up-listed’ to a 

higher threat category. For example, the Regent Honeyeater Xanthomyza phrygia was up-listed 

from Endangered to Critically Endangered due to rapid population decline driven by drought, 

habitat loss caused by historic clearance for agriculture, and possibly competition with other 

species. No pollinating bird species qualified for ‘down-listing’ to lower categories of threat. 

Between 1996 and 2008, 13 mammal species identified as pollinators were up-listed to a higher 

threat category and two species qualified for down-listing to a lower category of threat. For 

example, the Choco Broad-nosed Bat Platyrrhinus chocoensis moved from Vulnerable to 

Endangered due to habitat conversion to agriculture for cocoa, while among non-flying 

mammals the Sunda Slow Loris Nycticebus coucang moved from Near Threatened to Vulnerable 

due to harvesting for the pet trade and habitat loss. On the other hand, the Pemba Flying Fox 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/conl.12162/abstract
http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/speciesfactsheet.php?id=5374


Pteropus voeltzkowi moved from Critically Endangered to Vulnerable thanks to community 

conservation programmes which provide protection at specific roost sites. 

To determine the trend in the global status of pollinating birds and mammals, the authors used 

the Red List Index (RLI) – an established method that shows trends in survival probability over 

time for sets of species using data from The IUCN Red List. The RLI is based on the proportion 

of species that move through the IUCN Red List categories over time, either away from or 

towards extinction. 

The approach now needs to be expanded to include taxonomic groups that contribute more 

significantly than vertebrates to pollination, such as bees and wasps (Hymenoptera) and 

butterflies (Lepidoptera), according to the authors. 

The study, Global Trends in the Status of Bird and Mammal Pollinators, was produced in 

collaboration by the United Nations Environment Programme World Conservation Monitoring 

Centre (UNEP-WCMC), the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Sapienza 

University of Rome, and BirdLife International. It is published online in the 

journal Conservation Letters. 
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Africa’s vultures are sliding towards 

extinction warns BirdLife 
Bird Life International 2015-12-18 

 



"I can't imagine the African skies devoid of vultures", said Mark Anderson, Chief Executive, 

BirdLife South Africa. Can you? 

By Adrian Long, Thu, 29/10/2015 - 00:01 

InShare105 

Six of Africa’s 11 vulture species – the continent’s largest and most recognisable birds of prey – 

are now at a higher risk of extinction, according to the latest assessment of birds carried out by 

BirdLife International for the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™. 

The main causes of the drop in African vulture populations are thought to be indiscriminate 

poisonings, where the birds are drawn to poisoned baits, use of vulture body parts in traditional 

medicine, and deliberate targeting by poachers, as the presence of vultures can alert authorities to 

illegally killed big game carcasses. 

Dr Julius Arinaitwe, BirdLife International’s Africa Programme Director, said: 

“As well as robbing the African skies of one of their most iconic and spectacular groups of birds, 

the rapid decline of the continent’s vultures has profound consequences for its people – as 

vultures help stop the spread of diseases by cleaning up rotting carcasses.” 

“However, now we are becoming aware of the sheer scale of the declines involved, there is still 

just enough time for conservationists to work with law-makers, faith-based organisations, 

government agencies and local people, to make sure there is a future for these magnificent 

scavengers.” 

We’re not just going to sit around and watch vultures fall out of the sky.  

BirdLife Partners recently came together to take action for African vultures - making a 

commitment to save 'Nature's clean-up crew'. 
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Patricia Zurita (BirdLife's Chief Executive) with Bradnee Chambers (Executive Secretary of the 

UNEP Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS)) recently made a 

commitment to ensure that the plight of these essential creatures is made known to a global 

audience. 

It is high-time the world fully-appreciated the severity of this problem - for not only the birds 

themselves, but the health of the people of the continent.  

 

Today, BirdLife launches a campaign to save Africa's vultures: 

 

“Vultures and other birds play a critical role in maintaining healthy ecosystems,” said Simon 

Stuart, Chair of the IUCN Species Survival Commission. “Their decline can have serious knock-

on effects on other species and the many benefits provided by nature. While it is encouraging to 

see some positive outcomes of conservation action, this update is an important wake-up call, 

showing that urgent efforts need to be taken to protect these species.” 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/patricia-zurita/tackling-africas-impendin_b_8281966.html?__hstc=158991397.472aa64fafe48613a113bebee23ce1a7.1445512230833.1446033745331.1446048501553.17&__hssc=158991397.3.1446048501553&__hsfp=66796118
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Graphic: Birdorable 

Six species of African vultures have seen their status worsen: 

http://kriticalmass.com/p/saving-natures-clean-up-crew
http://kriticalmass.com/p/saving-natures-clean-up-crew
http://kriticalmass.com/p/saving-natures-clean-up-crew


·         Hooded Vulture Necrosyrtes monachus: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

·         White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

·         White-headed Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis: Vulnerable to CRITICALLY 

ENDANGERED 

·         Rüppell's Vulture Gyps rueppellii: Endangered to CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 

·         Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres: Vulnerable to ENDANGERED 

·         Lappet-faced Vulture Torgos tracheliotos: Vulnerable to ENDANGERED 

Five other species of vulture are found in Africa, and one of these is already classified as 

Endangered (Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus), with two others Near Threatened 

(Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus and Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus). 

Just two species that occur in Africa, the Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus, a predominantly Southern 

European and Central Asian species, and the mainly vegetarian Palm-nut Vulture Gypohierax 

angolensis, are still regarded as Least Concern, though numbers of Griffon vulture in Africa are 

also thought to be declining. 

In Africa, the situation is not attributable to a single issue – unlike in South Asia, where the three 

previously most common vulture species have seen numbers decline by 98% in recent years as a 

result of feeding on carcasses of livestock treated with the veterinary drug diclofenac (a medicine 

used to treat cattle and highly toxic to vultures).  

In Africa, the main causes of a drop in vulture populations appears to be threefold, primarily the 

indiscriminate poisoning of vultures – a by-product of people trying to deliberately eradicate 

mammalian predators of livestock (and in some areas feral dogs), with the poisoned carcasses or 

baits inadvertently attracting vultures. 

Another major issue is the use of vulture body parts in traditional medicine – a recent scientific 

paper found that 29% of the vulture deaths recorded continent-wide could be attributed to this 

secretive trade. These practices are thought to be widespread in West Africa, as well as Southern 

Africa. Body parts of vultures are used by the traditional medicine industry for a number of 

purposes. 

The third most significant threat to African vultures appears to be poachers deliberately targeting 

the birds to avoid them giving away the presence of their illegally killed big game carcases, such 

as rhinos or elephants. Between July 2011 and 2014, at least ten such poisoning incidents were 

discovered, which resulted in the deaths of at least 1,500 vultures across six southern African 

countries. 

Other factors thought to play a role in the declines include habitat loss, human disturbance and 

collisions with wind turbines and electricity powerlines (as well as electrocution by the latter). 
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If you are in any way moved by this story, please visit: www.birdlife.org/savevultures 

 

The IUCN Red List is the world’s most comprehensive information source on the conservation 

status of plant and animal species.  

BirdLife is the Red List Authority for birds for the IUCN Red List. As part of a new scientific 

collaboration announced in 2015, BirdLife’s Red List assessments are now sponsored by Carl 

Zeiss Sports Optics.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2015 saw some important successes in the 

Pacific battle for the birds and nature 
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There are less than 150 Critically Endangered Polynesian Ground-dove remaining in the world. 

Now they have more than double the safe habitat available for them. Photo: © Marie-Helene 

Burle 

By Mike Britton, Wed, 30/12/2015 - 22:58 

InShare 

BirdLife and its Pacific partners are proud of the successes of 2015.  Biggest was the operation to 

restore 6 islands in French Polynesia.  This was to create much-needed safe habitat for the 
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resident and Critically Endangered Polynesian Ground-dove, Endangered Tuamotu 

SandpiperProsobonia parvirostris (Titi) and Endangered Polynesian Storm-petrel Nesofregetta 

fuliginosa, as well as a number of Critically Endangered plant species.  In total these islands 

provide habitat for eight globally threatened and near threatened birds (5 of which are seabirds), 

two turtle and seventeen nationally threatened endemic plant species. Over twenty seabird 

species breed on these islands represent almost all that occur in French Polynesia. Predator free 

these islands also provide sanctuaries into which other critically endangered species can be 

reintroduced, or will self-reintroduce.  

Other successes in French Polynesia include getting the numbers of Tahiti Monarch over 50 and 

establishing biosecurity measures to protect three of the most beautiful and rare lorikeets in the 

world; the endangered Ultramarine and Rimatara Lorikeets and the vulnerable Blue Lorikeet.  

Marine protection has been a priority and a success for our partners in Palau, New Zealand and 

Cook Islands.  In Palau a new marine sanctuary will be the sixth biggest in the world.  Forest & 

Bird in New Zealand was key in achieving a marine sanctuary in the Kermadec region of the 

South Pacific Ocean about 1000 kilometres northeast of New Zealand.   At 620,000 square 

kilometres the sanctuary will mean 15 percent of New Zealand’s ocean environment will be fully 

protected. 

In the Cook Islands the Ridge to Reef project is set to enhance the Cook Island’s capacities to 

effectively manage its protected area estate and sustainably manage its productive landscapes at 

local scales. The project will support the Cook Islands in maintaining traditional resource 

management and conservation systems. This programme will span from 2015-2019 and the 

funds for the project total just over $US 4 million in external funding expected.   The BirdLife 

partner, Te Ipukarea Society (IPS) is hoping to be involved in the project in the project through 

developing an awareness campaign and is also a member of the steering committee for the 

project. 

IPS also celebrated over 2 years with no sign of rats on Suwarrow Atoll following the operation 

to eradicate them  Rats were threatening  a major sea bird hotspot which is home for 9% of the 

world’s population of Lesser Frigatebird, 3 % of the world’s Red-Tailed Tropicbird and a 

staggering 100,000 Sooty Tern.  Two years free of rats gives real hope to this unique sanctuary. 

In New Caledonia the BirdLife Partner,  Société Calédonienne d’Ornithologie (SCO), celebrated 

its 50
th

 birthday.  It continued is programme to protect the Kagu, a national icon of the 

country.  Working with forest communities is an important role and forming an organised group 

in Massif des Lèvres forest enables the community to successfully hunting the pigs that are so 

damaging to their crops and providing an alternative livelihood through the local processing of 

game. The availability of improved hunting techniques meant the use of fire was no longer used 

protecting the forest and wildlife. 

In Fiji BirdLife partner, NatureFiji-MareqetiViti (NFMV), is a key voice for nature and its 

Nature & Wildlife clubs, in association with schools spreads the message to the increasingly 

urbanised children of this important biodiversity hotspot.  



BirdLide Australia has had a big year facing a wide range of challenges that are getting more 

pressing as the impact of climate change starts to impact on nature.  Shorebirds and beach 

nesting birds are a big priority where BirdLife is awakening the community to the decline in 

these iconic species. 

In 2015 the BirdLife Pacific Secretariat also worked with local conservation organisations in 

Vanauatu and the Solomon Island's to help them with their nature protection projects. 

The importance of partnership was really to the fore in 2015 - and it will be for 2016 and for the 

future of nature conservation in the Pacific.  BirdLife itself is a partnership and the combined 

efforts, both in-country and in the region of partners working with communities is a key to the 

successes of 2015.  And the wider partnerships.  Bird Life Pacific has a special relationship with 

Island Conservation and their support with the Acteon & Gambier operation was a big part of its 

success.  The Pacific Invasives Partnership (PIP) is another key partner along with IUCN, 

SPREP, and all the other Government and other agencies working to protect nature in the 

Pacific. 

 Resources and capacity is always an issue and it seems to get harder as the challenges grow, not 

only in the Pacific but worldwide.  Many of the Pacific communities are `money poor’ and the 

Pacific partners often struggle to maintain their capacity and keep their staff employed. 

Even though the Pacific has more threatened bird species per unit of land area, or per person, 

than any other region in the world and is home to around a quarter of the world's globally 

threatened bird species, to many it is at the end of the world and off their awareness radar.  So 

supporters and sponsors are urgently needed.   Helping us in 2015 were some great supporters 

without whom many of our birds would face certain extinction.  These include the European 

Union, the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the British Birdwatching Fair, the Global 

Green Grants Fund; Bell Laboratories and Tomcat; The Mohamed bin Zayed Species 

Conservation Fund;  Pacific Development and Conservation Trust; T-Gear Trust Canada; CEPF, 

the Jensen Foundation, the Prince Bernhard Nature Fund and NZAid. 
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Killer Fungus decimating World Frog 

Populations 
Quartz News Service 2016-01-11 

 
 In the amphibian world, all hell’s broken loose. In the last two decades, a killer fungus has been 

decimating frog populations across the world. It has been found in 700 species on six continents. 



Many of these frogs are keystone species—on a par with corals and bees—and without them a 

whole host of other species won’t survive. 

 

So far, the quick rise of chytridiomycosis—the disease that chytrid fungus causes—has been 

baffling. There are some 1,000 species of chytrid fungus, but only two infect living vertebrates 

(most feed on dead matter). Nothing scientists have tried has been able to control the spread of 

the fungus in the wild or reduce the death count of frogs. Until now. 

 

A new study in Majorca, off the coast of Spain, offers some hope. After six years of trying and a 

great deal of effort, a group of researchers has for the first time reported eradicating chytrid 

fungus in the wild. 

 

In 2009, the research team collected tadpoles from five ponds, and treated them with the 

antifungal drug itraconazole. They then drained the ponds, and hoped that chytrid fungus would 

be killed by the sun’s heat. They let rain refill the ponds, and returned the treated tadpoles a few 

months later. 

 

Sadly, less than a year later, the fungus was back. One explanation was that some adults, which 

were still carrying the fungus and had escaped capture, must have re-seeded the ponds. 

Not to be dissuaded, the research team tried again in 2012. This time they didn’t just treat the 

tadpoles with antifungals and drain the ponds; they also treated some ponds with Virkon S, an 

agricultural disinfectant. They were careful to spray every nook and cranny. This time, the 

fungus didn’t return to the ponds when the tadpoles did, and the situation remains stable two 

years on. 

 

Sadly, the Majorca study was in many ways an exception rather than the norm. Few amphibian 

habitats are as neatly isolated as on the Spanish island. Though the experiment was cheap and 

seems reliable, it would be hard to apply to all the areas that chytrid lurks in. 
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Scientists are trying other methods. A lab in at the University of Massachusetts in Boston is 

developing probiotic therapy, where beneficial microbes can be introduced to fight the fungus. 

But the treatment has not yet been shown to work. 

 

There are other hopeful stories. In early 2015, chytrid fungus was found on Madagascar, which 

has one of the world’s highest levels of amphibian biodiversity. Many were worried about what 

might happen to frogs on the island. 

 

But, fortunately, the rate of infection among frogs was extremely low and there was nearly no 

sign of chytridiomycosis. So the frogs got the fungus, but didn’t catch the disease. Scientists are 

now trying to find out if these frogs have some sort of chytrid resistance, which could be offered 

to other frogs around the world. 

 

One way or another, scientists need to act fast. Another species of chytrid fungus has been found 

infecting and killing salamanders and newts in great numbers in Germany and the UK. 

 

 

Whooping Crane Migration – Journey North 

2015-01-18 

Week 16: Getting Close (Total Gone: 959 Miles)  

January 18, 2016 

Weekly Update 

 

Now in Georgia and within 150 miles of the finish line, the team has been grounded by rain, winds or fog 

since January 15. Winds aloft today, Day 101, are too strong for a safe flight to Decatur County, the final 

stop in Georgia. They reached their final stop in the long state of Alabama on January 13—but not without 

a rodeo when #2-15 kept battling #1-15 for the lead. The pilot dropped off the bully for crating and 

relaunched for a smoother flight to Pike County, AL. Again on January 14, bully crane #2 was crated and 

the five dedicated cranes flew to Clay County, Georgia. One pilot planned to return so #2 could fly solo 

with a plane and learn the route, but weather conditions deteriorated and she had to go by road. Until next 

Monday, stay in touch with daily updates and video cams at Operation Migration. We're getting close! 
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