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NOTICE: APRIL Regular Meeting Tuesday April 14 –
“Northern Lights”
____________________________________________________________________________________

Spring Meetings, Outings and Issues
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Meetings:

All Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. at the York Region Police Building Meeting Room
(Baseline Road between McCowan and Civic Centre Road) unless noted otherwise.
Paid up members events (for insurance compliance).

_________________________________________________________
Tuesday, April 14

Northern Lights: The night sky in the autumn is occasionally alive with turning,
swirling colours in Georgina. We will investigate research and report on the Aurora
Borealis here and in the far north. If anyone has good pictures please bring them to the
meeting. Member researched and presentation evening.

Tuesday, May 12

Headwaters Protection of our Streams: As the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority completes its Policy Review focusing on wetlands, many of our (SLSN)
comments in the process with Ecojustice Lawyers have been incorporated into the new
Policy, assuming the LSRCA Board passes it. However, SLSN noted the absence of
drainage feature guidelines or sufficient policy to ensure the protection of unconfined and
non-apparent valley features, particularly protection of streams in drainage. In addition to
protecting wetlands, protection of these headwater areas are crucial to ensuring the long
term sustainability of the watershed. Headwaters provide a multitude of functions and
alterations to these features can cause adverse impacts on both aquatic and terrestrial
integrity in the watershed. This meeting will report on this problem in our area. P.H.

Tuesday, May 9

SOIL: Club President Paul Harpley, will present a survey of the soils of South Lake
Simcoe, focusing on the science, distribution and study of soils and their importance to
natural environments. The United Nations has names 2015, the year of Soils, so this is a
timely early summer topic.

Outings: All regular outings – Note: Only paid-up members may participate (for insurance
compliance).

2015
Saturday, May. 9

Spring Birding and Nature Study: The annual Spring Birding trip along Lake Simcoe
will concentrate on waterfowl and shorebirds. Rare migrants can sometimes turn up
unexpectedly so be prepared. Later in the day we may do some hiking and general
nature study in one of our local natural areas. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Tim Horton’s in
Sutton on Dalton Road. Dress for the weather. Bring binoculars. Phone Paul at 905-7228021, if you plan to participate.

Saturday, June 6

Nature Hiking: An afternoon adventure in a Regional Forest location in the South Lake
Simcoe area. Actual details of the trip will depend on weather and existing conditions.
Meet at Coffee Time, Highway 48 south of Baldwin at 1:00 p.m. Dress for the weather.
Phone Paul at 905-722-8021 if you plan to participate.

September T.B.A.

Mothing: Plan to take part in one popular naturalist activity. Mothing is a special
evening outing to search and find moths in our area to identify. The activity is growing
everywhere and in England where it has become quite the rage. Club member Mary
Green, and husband Gerry have offered their property and experience to introduce
members in the past to the activity. We would meet at the Greens’ at 8:00 p.m. Phone
Mary at 705-437-1262 to confirm for participation. Members will be advised by e-mail
of details and developments if/when a date is arranged.

Sunday, Dec. 27

Sutton Christmas Bird Count: The Annual Count this year is an official Audubon
Society and Bird Studies Canada Count. Call Paul to register 905-722-8021.
Coordinated by Paul and Debra Harpley.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Greenbelt and ORM Reviews are On – New meetings!
On February 27, the Government of Ontario launched a co-ordinated review of the Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe, the Niagara Escarpment Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine (ORM) Conservation
Plan and the Greenbelt Plan, as required under their respective legislation. These four provincial land use
plans work together to manage growth, protect our agricultural lands and natural environment, reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and support economic development in Ontario’s Greater Golden Horseshoe and
Greenbelt.
All the information you will need in the Greenbelt and the Oak Ridges Moraine Protection legislation which are
most appropriate for our area are available for your review at the following Ontario Government web sites
below,
Greenbelt: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page187.aspx
Oak Ridges Moraine: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page322.aspx
Visit the Government website for town hall meeting locations and times (See Meeting Chart below), as well as
more information on the co-ordinated review and how to make your formal submission. The deadline to
submit comments in the first round of the co-ordinated review is May 28, 2015.

Regional Town Hall Meetings
French materials will be available at all meetings.
* Simultaneous French interpretation is available upon request.
** Simultaneous French interpretation will be provided.
To request accommodation for a disability or simultaneous French interpretation please contact us by email
at landuseplanningreview@ontario.ca or telephone at 1-800-665-1120 at least three business days in advance of
the meeting.
Location

Date

Venue

Time

Kitchener

Wednesday
March 25, 2015

Bingemans Conference
Centre
425 Bingemans Centre Dr

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Caledon*

Thursday
March 26, 2015

Royal Ambassador Centre
15430 Innis Lake Rd

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Toronto*

Monday
March 30, 2015

Toronto Reference Library
789 Yonge St

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Barrie*

Wednesday
April 1, 2015

Army, Navy & Air Force
Club
7 George St

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Peterborough

Tuesday
April 7, 2015

Parkway Banquet Hall
1135 Lansdowne St W,
#200

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Cobourg

Wednesday
April 8, 2015

Cobourg Community Lions Open House 6-7pm
Club
Meeting 7-9pm
157 Elgin St E

Aurora NEW

Monday April
13, 2015

ÉSC Renaissance School,
700 Bloomington Rd West

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

St. Catharines**

Wednesday
April 15, 2015

Holiday Inn & Suites
Parkway Convention
Centre
327 Ontario St

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Hamilton*

Thursday
April 16, 2015

Hamilton Convention
Centre by Carmen’s
1 Summers Lane

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Owen Sound

Saturday
April 18, 2015

Harry Lumley Bayshore
Arena
1900 3rd Ave E

Open House 1-2pm
Meeting 2-4pm

Ajax*

Monday
April 20, 2015

Ajax Community Centre
75 Centennial Rd

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Milton

Wednesday
April 22, 2015

Milton Banquet Hall
3090 Steeles Ave W

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Scarborough NEW Thursday, April
30

Malvern Community
Centre, 30 Sewells Road,
Toronto

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Clarington NEW

Monday, May 4

Newcastle Community
Hall, 20 King Avenue
West, Newcastle

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Vaughan NEW

Tuesday, May
12

Château Le Jardin
Conference & Event
Centre, 8440 Highway 27,
Woodbridge

Open House 6-7pm
Meeting 7-9pm

Ontario Nature Comments on Greenbelt Review
Greenbelt Review
I trust you are working on encouraging people to come out to the public consultation meetings occurring near
your community. We have copies of the Greenbelt under Threat report available for you to distribute. Please let
me know if you would like copies.
Below I've copied an appeal sent out by the Toronto Environmental Alliance. I encourage all groups to send a
bulk email out to your networks asking them to participate in the review. If they aren't able to attend or please
ask them to sign our petition, strengthentheGreenbelt.ca
Dear Friend of the Greenbelt -I'm contacting you because I know you care about the Greenbelt.
We need your help again. Important decisions are being made that will affect the future of the Greenbelt.
In late February, the Province announced a 10-year review of the Greenbelt Plan, as part of a larger land use
planning review. The review begins with Town Hall meetings to give the public a chance to tell the Government
what they think of the Greenbelt and how they want it changed. The Toronto Town Hall meeting takes place
on March 30th at the Toronto Reference Library, starting at 6 pm.
On (date of YOUR closest meeting)March 30th tell the Provincial Government to make sure the Greenbelt not
only survives but thrives. Your voice is needed to protect the Greenbelt against the many threats it faces.
RSVP now and let the advisory panel know:




you want to the Greenbelt to not only survive but thrive
you are aware of the major threats to the Greenbelt; and
you want the Province to adopt solutions to these threats.

By RSVPing, you will receive valuable information from TEA before the Town Hall to help you make sure your
voice is heard loud and clear.
The Greenbelt provides Toronto with fresh air, clean water and healthy, local food. Let's work together to
protect this important natural resource.
Sincerely,
Franz Hartmann
Executive Director
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ontario Nature Information of Key Ontario Plan Reviews
The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, Greenbelt Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan and Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe play a key role in protecting over 720,000 hectares of land extending around the province’s most populated region from
Niagara to the Rice Lake Plains and up to the tip of the Bruce Peninsula. We must take action now to ensure this region’s water,
nature and communities remain truly protected for future generations of Ontarians.

The government is currently conducting a Coordinated Review of these four important plans that guide the region’s future. It is an
opportunity to highlight the value of these plans in preserving biodiversity and building resilience to climate change. Through this
review, we are calling for important changes to be made to these plans and associated policies that would enhance the protection of
our most valuable natural assets.
Ontario Nature has been on the front lines advocating on behalf of the Oak Ridges Moraine for more than 25 years. The 2015 review
of these four plans allows us the opportunity to situate the moraine in a broader bioregional context. Completing the planning to
include the entire Greater Golden Horseshoe is the next step needed to address ongoing development pressures especially for
infrastructure across this entire region.
Join us and take action to ensure the water, nature and communities are protected for future generations.
Ontario Nature is calling for:
1. Stronger Laws: Address the gaps and close the loopholes in any policies that hamper protection for the region’s water, nature
and communities (e.g. regulate commercial fill, reduce the impacts of aggregate extraction and infrastructure projects like 400-series
highways)
2. Stronger Landscape: Enhance the protection of natural heritage and prime agricultural systems, and freeze sprawling urban
expansion in the region.
3. Stronger Legacy: Support the stewardship, monitoring and restoration of the region’s important ecological cores and corridors.
How can you get involved?
1. Attend a regional town hall meeting.
2. Submit a letter by May 27th, 2015 and join us in calling for Stronger Laws, a Stronger Landscape and a Stronger Legacy. (Make
sure to quote environmental registry number “EBR: 012-3256” in the subject line).
For a copy of our full submission, please e-mail me at joshuaw@ontarionature.org.
Sincerely,

Josh Wise
Greenway Program Manager
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GREENBELT REVIEW - SOUTH LAKE SIMCOE
SLSN – Paul Harpley
As the Ontario government is currently conducting a Coordinated Review of the four important plans
the Greenbelt and Oak Ridges Moraine Plans most affect us in South Lake Simcoe. Hopefully as many
members of SLSN can participate in these Review meetings as possible. There are a number of challenges
with the Plans that we have discussed in Club meetings in recent months. I can give members details of
challenges if they phone me (905-722-8021) as we are putting together formal comments on these Plans,
and the Georgina Official Plan. Below are a couple of key points to be aware of.
1. The Greenbelt should be expanded in Pefferlaw where the very large Secondary Plan area of the
Georgina Official Plan includes significant parts of three public York Regional Forests and on
Provincial Nature Reserve. We opposed this back in 2005 when the Greenbelt was established.

2. The three river valleys of the Maskinonge, Black and Pefferlaw Rivers in Keswick, Sutton and
Pefferlaw should be significantly naturalized and be formally incorporated as urban river valley
focus areas of the Greenbelt.
3. Natural forest and grassland meadow wildlife habitat conservation and restoration must be more
strongly incorporated in a new enhancement of the protection of natural heritage and prime
agricultural systems, and freeze sprawling urban expansion in the region. We are aware of areas
in the Town of Georgina and the Town of East Gwillimbury where this is needed now.

Attached with this Newsletter is the Region of Durham Greenbelt Review
Workbook which is a good overall Greenbelt review document.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Canada Warbler in Trouble
16 March 2015 – The Canada Warbler has been featured on Bird Studies Canada’s logo much longer than it has been
federally recognized as a Threatened species. More than 80% of the global population breeds in Canada. Since 1970,
about 75% of the population has disappeared.

Bird Studies Canada is in our third year of helping prepare a hemisphere-wide conservation plan for this species. Our
Director of National Programs Jon McCracken helped lead the third international summit of the Canada Warbler Working
Group last week in Ottawa, Canada, following up on last September’s session in Bogota, Colombia
.
Thanks to support from Swarovski Optik, Sustainable Forestry Initiative, Environment Canada, Nature Canada, and
others, the meeting was attended by over 30 participants from across Canada and the U.S., who focussed on gaining a
better understanding of questions that are most relevant to conservation of Canada Warblers outside their wintering areas.
Source: Bird Life International/Bird Studies Canada 2015-03-20.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spring Bird Arrivals to South Lake Simcoe
American Robin
The Robin is the familiar harbinger of spring for Canadians. It is one of our most conspicuous of birds and an easily
recognizable backyard bird. They have a loud and immediately recognizable musical voice. Robins come to us from a
long way where they winter south of us to Guatemala and southern Florida.
Red-winged Blackbird
These birds are among the most numerous bird species in Canada. They are early arrivals and can be seen and heard in our
wetland marshes and along streams even in late March when snow and ice persist. Watch for their arrival from the south,
Costa Rica, Cuba and the northern Bahamas any day.
Hooded Merganser
These smallest of the North American mergansers are early arrivals in our area and often keep on moving north, flying
north from as far south as Mexico. We see them in late March on open water in rivers like the Black, Pefferlaw and

Maskinonge. They nest in Southern Ontario but are very secretive and hard to detect. They much more commonly can be
found in the Canadian shield in the summer.
Tree Swallow
These familiar birds arrive after the snow has fallen and when our rivers, streams and creeks are swelled with flood
waters. Its striking contrast of its iridescent blue back and its pure white belly are unmistakable. Travelling from as far
south as Honduras, Nicaragua and Cuba, they quickly set up nesting in our bird houses set out for them and bluebirds.

Paul Harpley

Vernal Equinox: Science Behind the First Day of
Spring
By Tim Ballisty and Chrissy Warrilow
Published Mar 19 2015 10:58 AM EDT
weather.com

http://www.weather.com/science/weather-explainers/news/vernal-equinox-first-day-of-spring-2015
What Is The Spring Equinox?
Meteorologist Jim Cantore and winter weather expert Tom Niziol explains the Spring Equinox.

Friday, March 20, 2015 is a special day in astronomy. This is the day in which the sun's direct rays are crossing over the Earth's
equator from the southern hemisphere to the northern hemisphere.

During the equinox, the sun's rays are not directed squarely on the southern or northern hemisphere, but right at the equator.

Okay, that's great but what does it mean? It means that thevernal equinox is here, and astronomically speaking, spring has
officially begun.
Given the intense winter we've had, complete with bitterly cold temperatures and record-breaking snow, this is a welcome light
at the end of the tunnel.

(MORE: Globally the Warmest Winter on Record)
Twice a year, around March 20 or 21 and September 22 or 23, the sun's most direct rays shine on the equator. These two days
are known as the vernal (spring) equinox and the autumnal (fall) equinox, respectively.

Nearly Equal Daylight
During the equinox, nearly equal amounts of daylight and darkness are experienced throughout the world.

This year, the vernal equinox takes place on Friday, March 20 at 6:45 p.m. EDT. At this time, the sun is crossing over from the
southern hemisphere into the northern hemisphere. During this process, the sun is shining directly over the earth's equator,
bathing the earth's northern and southern hemispheres in nearly an equal amount of sunlight.
(MORE: How Weather Impacts Your Spring Allergies)
Instead of a tilt away from or toward the sun, the Earth's axis of rotation is perpendicular to the line connecting the centers of
the Earth and the sun during an equinox. During the equinox, both day and night are balanced to nearly 12 hours each all over
the world.
(MORE: Forecast for the First Day of Spring)
Good news for those in the northern hemisphere: Daylight continues to grow longer until the summer solstice which occurs
on Sunday, June 21 at 12:38 p.m. EDT. The opposite occurs in the southern hemisphere, where daylight continues to grow
shorter.
Toronto Environmental Alliance · 30 Duncan St, Suite 201, Toronto, ON M5V 2C3, Canada 416-596-0660 To unsubscribe from all
TEA email, click here.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

HUMMINGBIRD NEWS
Hummingbird News: Journey North, March
4, 2015
By Mary Hosier

Hungry hummingbirds continue to arrive along the Gulf Coast

looking for spring blooms.

High-Energy Nectar

Wikimedia

Highlights: Hungry on Arrival
Migrating Ruby-throats continued to arrive this week in Florida,
Louisiana, and Texas. For those that just crossed the Gulf of
Mexico, it's essential to find coastal habitat where they can replenish
their depleted fat reserves.
Feeders were ready to welcome hungry travelers:
"Saw our first Ruby-throat today. He's been at the feeder for the
better part of the day."
02/28/15 Houma, Louisiana

Replenishing Fat
Rachel Powless

"I watched a male feed several times before disappearing to the
northeast."
03/01/15 Willis, Texas

What nectar sources will hummingbirds find when they reach your
backyard?

Rufous Hummingbirds

Rufous migrants have been reported this week along the Pacific
coast in California, Oregon, and Washington.

Fueling Migration
Russ Thompson

"Our first male Rufous of spring, at 17:15 today."
03/03/15 Bellingham, Washington

Currently, coastal temperatures are warmer than temperatures
inland. In the coming weeks, when inland habitat is ready, this
migration will progress northwardtoward Alaska and eastward into
the Rocky Mountains.

First Rufous
John Doerper

Ask the Expert: Opens Friday
What do you wonder about hummingbirds? Get your questions
ready for Lanny Chambers.



Submit Your Questions: March 6 - March 20
Journal

Tracking Migration: Maps

Ruby-throated

Rufous

map | animation | sightings

map | animation | sightings

Other Species

Other Observations

Nectaring

map | animation | sightings

map | list

map | list

What to Report

Hummingbird News: Journey North March 11, 2015
By Mary Hosier

Rufous migration advanced into Canada while Ruby-throats continued to
hug Gulf Coast states.

Get Ready TJ Wallace

Highlights: Ruby-throats Stalled
It was a slow week. Ruby-throats continued to stay close to the Coastal
areas during the past week, presumably waiting for more favorable
weather before continuing north. Meanwhile more first sightings were
reported from Coastal areas.
"Saw our first two Ruby-throated hummers today. Feeders are sparkling
clean and filled, and we are ready for them!"
Covington, Louisiana 03/07/15

Rufous Hummingbirds
Rufous hummingbirds were reported along the Pacific Coast and north

Following Sapsuckers
Martin Dollenkamp

into British Columbia this week.
"A male Rufous was at our feeder at 5:30 pm at our home at the north end
of the Saanich Peninsula. We're on the east side so the birds are probably
flying over from the San Juan Islands." Saanich, British Columbia 03/08/15
"Male Rufous. I heard him first, doing his J-dive. He must have been
practicing courtship flight, but I haven't seen a Rufous hen yet."
Trinidad, California 03/06/15

Expedition to Belize
This week Bill Hilton from Operation RubyThroat, along with a group of
citizen scientists, will be traveling to Belize to study Ruby-throated
hummingbirds. In mid-March Ruby-throats are migrating north and
Hilton's group will be waiting for them at the Belize Audubon Sanctuary.
In addition to bird banding, research studies will include migration,
population dynamics, molt, longevity, and native flower pollination.

Courtship Rituals
Jim Vandegriff

Expedition to Belize
Photo © Bill Hilton Jr.

Explore: Looking at Habitat
Before your hummingbirds arrive each spring they must wait for sundriven events that make their habitat ready. When will your habitat
provide for a hummingbird's needs?



Activity: Looking at Habitat
Journal: Chain of Events

Tracking Migration: Maps

Songbird Migration
Weather and Songbird Migration: March 4, 2015

Please Report
Your Sightings!

Dear Journey North,
The first migrants of 2105 have arrived! While we are still in the grip of winter, a
few days of southerly winds have allowed a few migrants to trickle in. In Texas,
Purple Martins and Tree Swallows were seen. Tree Swallows also showed up in
southern Georgia, while a birder in Louisiana saw the first Ruby-throated
Hummingbird. A few migrants also showed up out West, with Black-chinned
Hummingbird, Lucy’s Warbler, and Bullock’s Oriole all being reported in Arizona.
Photo: David Aborn

Dr. David Aborn

About Harsh Weather and Fallouts
Many birds cross the Gulf of Mexico during migration. The crossing is a 1,500
mile, 18-hour non-stop flight. When these birds reach the Gulf Coast, they are
already exhausted. If they encounter rain or headwinds, it makes flying even more
difficult, so they quickly land in very large numbers—hence the term “fallout.”
Birders always look for fallouts because they can see large numbers of a wide
variety of species. Watching the weather map helps you know whether a fallout
might be coming. What's in store?

Photo: Laura Erickson

Ruby-throated
Hummingbird

Weather Map: This Week's Outlook
What does this week's weather map indicate about what's ahead for migrating songbirds?

Weather and Songbird Migration: March 11, 2015

Please Report
Your Sightings!

Dear Journey North,
I can attest first-hand that spring songbird migration is here! I took my
ornithology class (ornithology is the study of birds) down to the South Carolina
coast for a few days to see species and habitats they don’t see here in Tennessee.
(For one student, it was her first time seeing the ocean!) The weather was great—
sunny and warm.
Last Week's Gulf Coast/Southern Arrivals
The southerly winds that gave us the warm temperatures also brought in some of
the early migrating species. We saw lots of Tree Swallows, along with Yellow-

Photo: David Aborn

Dr. David Aborn

throated Warblers, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, and a Black-and-white Warbler.
Early migrants have been showing up all along the Gulf Coast, especially Purple
Martins and Northern Parulas. Northern Rough-winged Swallows were also seen
in Louisiana. A few of the birds have been able to make it a little farther north,
with Purple Martins making to Oklahoma, and Tree Swallows showing up here
in Tennessee.
Western Arrivals
It is a similar story out West, with birds trickling in. Hooded Orioles were seen in
both Arizona and California, Western Kingbirds were seen in New Mexico, and
Warbling Vireos arrived in California.

Photo: Laura Erickson

Northern Parula

I hope those migrants are comfortable, because many of them won’t be going
anywhere for a while.

Photo: Laura Erickson

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Weather Map: This Week's Outlook
This week’s weather map looks complicated, but I can summarize it in one word…wet!



A series of slow moving fronts is making its way across the country, and that will bring lots of rain to the
eastern half of the US for most of the week. Winds behind the fronts are not very strong, but the rain will
make for poor flying conditions. Birds that are here won’t be able to make much progress north, and any new
arrivals will be stuck along the Gulf Coast.



The situation isn’t much better in the West. A series of low-pressure areas is pulling moisture in from the
Pacific Ocean and creating rainy conditions out there. As in the East, birds won’t be able to do much flying,
so birders farther north will have to wait a little while longer before they might see their first migrants.
Seeing those first migrants in South Carolina has got me pumped up for the weeks to come. If there are any
breaks in the rain, you should get out there and see what might be in your area!
Take care.
David Aborn
North Chickamauga Creek Conservancy
Chattanooga, TN

GRAY WHALES BEHAVIOUR
First Northbound Babies!
"What a phenomenal gray whale season in southern California!" exclaims researcher AlisaSchuman-Janiger." She tells us why:





This is the ACS/LA Gray Whale Census and Behavior Project's 32nd season, based at Pt.
Vicente. Our gray whale counts (December 1 - March 6): 1863 southbound (including 49
newborn calves), and 444 northbound (including 2 calves). This is a record high southbound
count, and our highest northbound counts in 17 seasons! (Last season we were at 1192
southbound and 338 northbound grays).
Our official turnaround date (when southbound migration phase switched to northbound
migration phase) was on February 23—also our first day of mostly northbound grays.
We sighted our first northbound gray on January 2, and our first northbound calf on March
3rd (one of our earliest northbound calves). Our peak northbound counts occurred on March
4 and March 5 (49 northbound); we will quite likely record even higher counts (weather
permitting)." —Alisa Schulman-Janiger, Director Gray Whale Census and Behavior Project,
March 6, 2015

At Gray Whales Count a bit further north, counters saw 40 northbound whales on March 7th. That's
266 so far, compared to 153 on last March 7th.
"We do not expect these numbers until — maybe — the fourth week in March. I don't know if it is
population increase, great weather and observation ability, and/or whales deciding to use this route
more than in the past. It's fun to speculate."
—Michael H. Smith, Director, Gray Whales Count, March 7, 2015
Photo: Michael H. Smith

Paul,
When it was introduced in 2007, Ontario’s Endangered Species Act (ESA) was considered the gold standard for
species protection in North America. Unfortunately, recent years have seen Ontario shirk its duties to protect atrisk wildlife.
In 2013, the province introduced a regulation that exempts major industries from strict protection standards
under the ESA — in many cases giving them a free pass to kill endangered or threatened species and destroy
their habitat, as long as this harm is “minimized.” As a result, Ecojustice lawyers and our clients had no choice

but to go to court earlier this year in an effort to quash that regulation and force the Ontario government to live
up to its promise to defend endangered wildlife.
While we await a judgment in that case, we’ve learned that the province is dragging its feet on appointing
members to the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario. This committee is the independent body
of scientists responsible for determining which species need protection under the ESA. But the Committee is
already short of quorum and will lose three more members on March 21.
Why does this matter? Because of a logic that’s sad but true.
Without quorum, the committee cannot meet to assess and classify species as endangered or threatened.
And a species that hasn’t been classified as endangered or threatened is not covered by the core protections of
the ESA.
Species coming up for assessment include the Yellow-banded Bumble Bee, whose numbers have “steeply
declined” in recent years, and the Eastern Wolf, of which “fewer than 500” remain in Canada, according to
Ontario’s own estimates.
Until classified as endangered or threatened, these and other species have to go it alone — and could disappear
from Ontario forever.
But together, there’s something we can do about it.
Take action by signing our open letter asking Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, Bill Mauro, to move
on recommending committee appointments to Cabinet so that Ontario can get down to the business of
protecting endangered wildlife.
Let’s send a strong message to Ontario and remind government officials that we expect them to live up to their
promise to defend endangered wildlife.

DEFEND ONTARIO’S ENDANGERED WILDLIFE
Let’s send a strong message to Ontario: We expect the province to live up to its promise to defend endangered wildlife.

Take action by signing our open letter asking Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry, Bill Mauro, to move on recommending
committee appointments to Cabinet so that Ontario can get down to the business of protecting endangered wildlife.

Open letter to Honourable Bill Mauro Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry
Dear Minister Mauro,

The Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) is Ontario’s last line of defence for species in decline. The ESA only works, however, if

the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) can meet to assess which species need protection. As of
March 21st COSSARO will have only four members – four short of quorum.

We, the undersigned, urge you to do everything in your power to help resolve COSSARO’s appointments deficit. Until this
happens, many species awaiting assessment will not be protected under the ESA. And without that protection these species cannot
recover and survive.

COSSARO is an independent body of scientists appointed by Cabinet, on your recommendation. Based on its scientific assessments
COSSARO often classifies species as either endangered or threatened. Endangered and threatened species are automatically
protected by the ESA. This combination of a scientific process leading to automatic protection sets Ontario’s Endangered Species
Act apart from all other similar legislation in North America.

Without a quorum, however, COSSARO cannot meet to perform its critical function. The consequences for at-risk species are
troubling. No summer meeting for COSSARO in 2015 means no possibility of protection for a variety of species, including the:

• Yellow-banded Bumble Bee, an important wild pollinator whose numbers have “steeply declined” in recent years, or
• Eastern Wolf, a species of wolf with “fewer than 500” individuals remaining according to your own Ministry’s estimates.

These species and others need and deserve Ontario’s full commitment to implementing the ESA. This starts with an independent
scientific assessment of at-risk species by COSSARO.

We understand that your Ministry has been accepting applications for membership in COSSARO. We ask that you perform your
role within the appointments process expeditiously so that COSSARO can continue to fulfill its critical duty under the ESA.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------

Monarch Migration News: March 12, 2015
By Elizabeth Howard

Please Report
Your Sightings!

Mating is reaching its peak as the monarchs get ready to head north to the breeding grounds. Mass
departure from Mexico is imminent.

Estela Romero

March 2014

News: Waiting...
Waiting for Departure
There's no news of mass exodus yet, says Estela. Full departure occurs
sometime during the last half of March. It can be sudden and dramatic or
almost imperceptible.
Meanwhile, mating increases in earnest.
"Massive mating takes place everywhere you turn your eyes," says
Estela. "Pairs are either on the ground, flying up with partners clinging
together, others are landing during the full mating moment, on the
ground, at the flowers, or in the branches of trees."

Mating Increases

Most of the butterflies' wings show wear and tear. It has been a long
winter!
Waiting for First Arrivals
We expect the first migration reports from northern Mexico and Texas
any day.
"The leading edge of the migration typically crosses the Rio Grande
around March 15th," says Texas monarch expert, Mike Quinn.

Nuptial Flight

Tag Recovery: Sydney's Monarch

Tagged in Minnesota
Sydney is a 7-year old girl from Nowthen,
MN. Her father found a monarch caterpillar
in the horse pasture and Sydney raised it to
an adult butterfly. Her family tagged and
released the monarch on September 7, 2014.

Flew 2,000 Miles

Sidney lives 2,000 miles from Mexico. "Even About 30,000 monarchs were tagged in fall
though we all know monarchs fly to Mexico 2014, according to Diane Pruden of Monarch
it is still amazing to me that one little
Watch. Only a few hundred tags are typically
butterfly can fly so far with such accuracy,"
found at the sanctuaries. On February 23,
said Sydney's father.
2015 Sydney's tag #THY 272 was recovered!

Monarch Migration News: March 19, 2015
By Elizabeth Howard

Recovered in Mexico

Please Report
Your Sightings!

Weather delays! We're still waiting for the mass exodus from Mexico and first arrivals in Texas.

Estela Romero

March 16, 2015

News: Weather Delays
Estela reports unusually cold, winter-like weather at the sanctuaries. For the past
10 days, monarchs have been delayed by rain and even snow.
"The tourist season was to end in a few days. Now it may be extended as late as
Easter weekend, March 29th."
Surviving a Storm
A late-season snowstorm hit the sanctuaries on March 11th. Estela visited El
Rosario on March 16th to see the impact.


Estela's Post-storm Visit

March Storms
Estela Romero

A single storm in Mexico can affect the number of monarchs that head north to
breed. As scientists work to understand factors that impact the population, it's
valuable to document weather events like these.
Entering Texas?
We're still waiting for a clear sign that the migration is entering Texas. Because
some monarchs overwinter in Texas, new arrivals can be difficult to distinguish.
Clues that a butterfly is a migrant from Mexico include:



directional flight
faded, tattered wings

Surviving a Storm
Estela Romero

Compared to previous years, the migration is late. By now monarchs are usually
being reported in Austin, about 200 miles north of the border.
All eyes on Texas! We hope to announce the monarchs' arrival next week.

Signs of Migration
Kathy Metzger

Conservation News: Share the Migration Map

Build support for monarchs by posting the migration map on your
website or blog.
To understand the monarch's conservation needs, we rely on the help of
citizen scientists. Invite your followers to report their monarch
observations.
Share the Map

Maps: Report Your Sightings

What to Report

First Adult

Milkweed

report | map | list

report | map | list

First Egg

First Larvae

Other Observations

report | map | list

report | map | list

report | map | list

Journal and Activities

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Invasive Species News – 2015-03-13
Invasive Species Centre
It’s been a long and cold winter, but spring is in the air. Warmer
temperatures, longer days and melting snow exposing patches of grass will
soon give way to spring buds and early blooms.
Canadians are avid gardeners, with 61% of Canadians living in a
household with some form of a garden and the average Canadian
household spending about $273 per year on gardening supplies (Print
Measurement Bureau, 2007). A pastime that we love, gardening generates
significant economic returns for the industry, creates jobs, increases
property values and encourages Canadians to get outside.
As we look forward to creating, nurturing and enjoying our outdoor
“rooms”, let’s give some thought to ensuring that these beloved spaces are
environmentally sustainable. One way to do this to is ensure your garden
is free of damaging invasive species that not only ruin the “look”, but can
have damaging ripple effects on surrounding woodlands and ravines, and
slowly but surely, will squeeze out the plants, animals and birds that we
enjoy and which support the ecosystem.

When you think about your gardening plans, I encourage you to choose
plants that have a positive effect on the environment. This means picking
native plants where feasible but most importantly, avoiding planting
invasive plants and where possible, identifying and removing invasive
plants from your garden. This edition of The Spread is devoted to
gardening. I hope it will provide you with practical tips and resources to
help you to stop the introduction and spread of invasive plants in your
garden, while ensuring that your garden is vibrant and more beautiful than
ever.

Guide to an Invasive Free Garden

About this time every year, Canadian gardeners start to plan their
gardening and landscaping projects. But it’s important to know that, if left
unchecked, invasive species will cause issues for every part of the garden
ecosystem, from soil to sprout to songbird.
Every spring Canadians ask us these questions:



What is an invaded
garden?



How do invasives
impact my property?



How do I manage an
invaded garden?



Where can I find
resources?

This short guidebook highlights
invasive species impacts on
gardens and recommends
proactive steps that will protect
your garden and outdoor spaces
from invasive species.

The sale of invasive trees, plants,
shrubs is not illegal, and they are
often popular choices at garden
centres.
Once planted, invasive species
can decrease the quality of your
garden for years to come. The
best way to protect your garden
is to know your plants and
choose non-invasive plants. The
Grow Me Instead plant guides
can help.

As spring buds bring new leaves, many Canadians will soon be reminded
of the impact of the emerald ash borer (agrilus planipennis) on ash trees
(Fraxinus spp.) across much of Ontario and parts of Quebec. This invasive
beetle has cost Canadian municipalities over $30 million annually for the
removal and replacement of infested street trees (McKenney et al., 2012).
It has reduced urban canopy cover, and the related ecosystem benefits
provided by ash trees in cities such as Toronto and Ottawa.
Emerald ash borer causes damages to host trees such as: crown die back,
yellowed foliage, splits in the wood, larval feeding galleries, adult exit
holes in the bark, and shoots that grow out of the base of the tree. Dead
and dying trees are an eyesore on the landscape, and pose a risk to persons
and property because dead branches are more prone to blow down in wind
storms. With a mortality rate of over 99% (NRCan, 2015), healthy ash
trees will soon become a rarity on the landscape in Ontario and parts of
Quebec and citizens will feel the ecological, economic and social impacts
of such a loss due to an invasive pest.

Are There Ash Trees on Your Property?

If there are ash trees on your property, it is very possible that they are
infected by emerald ash borer. For information on identification, detection
and about what to do if you have an emerald ash borer infested tree, please
view the City of Toronto's Homeowner’s Guide to Emerald Ash Borer.

Is the Emerald Ash Borer Spreading to Ornamental Trees?

Recent evidence suggests damage from emerald ash borer may no longer
be limited to ash trees, and emerald ash borer could be attacking a new
species of tree; the white fringetree (Chionanthus virginicus). Fringetrees
are ornamental flowering shrubs classified in the Oleaceae family; the
same family as ash trees. The fringetree is native to the eastern United
States, from New Jersey south to Florida, however is hardy enough to
survive north. It is extensively planted in gardens well above its native
range into southern Ontario.
Researchers at Wright State University in Ohio recently discovered that
fringetrees can support the full life cycle of emerald ash borer, and the
insect will use a fringetree as a host similar to the way it uses an ash tree
(Cipollini, 2015). The invaded shrubs show the same symptoms as
infested ash and some have been found to have supported three
generations of emerald ash borer.
This jump to a non-ash is not surprising; ash trees and fringetrees have a
very close evolutionary history (Wallander and Albert, 2000). Emerald ash
borer co-evolved with native Asian ash trees (e.g. Fraxinus
mandschurica). The trees evolved new defenses and coping mechanisms
and in turn, emerald ash borer became better at attacking the trees. When
the insect arrived in North America, it was already extremely skilled at
attacking ash species and, with no natural defenses, the Canadian ash trees
were unprepared to defend themselves. Due to the degree of relatedness,
the fringetree also has similar qualities that make it a viable host for
emerald ash borer.
There is also growing concern that emerald ash borer could start to spread
to other ash-related ornamental shrubs such as lilacs and forsythias.
However, lilacs and forsythias are more distantly related to the ash genus
than fringetrees (Wallander and Albert, 2000). This means the likelihood
of emerald ash borer being adapted to the physiology of lilacs and
forsythias is lessened.

Send us your work, announcements, events, research

We're constantly on the lookout for the latest and groundbreaking
research, event announcements and many other invasive species
community opportunities. Please send us announcements of note to be
considered for the Invasive Species Centre print and online properties.

