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  NEWSLETTER 
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Post Office Box 1044 Sutton West, Ontario, L0E 1R0 
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Research Partner with The Zephyr Society of Lake Simcoe (www.zephyrsociety.ca) 

Member: Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 

Member: Greenbelt Alliance 

 
     Note: Please renew your membership to receive future Newsletters  

 

E-NEWS BLAST 
 

Sutton Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count – Official Report 

December 28, 2014 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The weather varied between +2 and -2 Celsius throughout the day, cooling toward the end of 

day. The winds were moderate (about 20 km/hour) from the north-west in the morning, 

stilling to 4 km. by the end of day. Strong winds in the early morning meant that owling was 

difficult and only Great Horned owl was heard. The day was mostly cloudy (about 85%) 

http://www.slsnc.ca/
http://www.zephyrsociety.ca/


overcast cumulous cloud, with the sun briefly making  short appearances intermittently in the 

afternoon between 1:30 and 4:00 p.m. 

The count began at 7:10 a.m. for owling and ended at 4:30pm. There were 25 birder 

participants in the field (local naturalists and others from Southern Ontario). There were 16 

feeder watchers participating (Georgina, parts of East Gwillimbury and Uxbridge areas). 

Partially due to the good weather and fine optical conditions this year’s count had a high 

number of species for the Sutton Count at 53 (56 being the highest ever in 2012). Including 

count week birds, the total is 55. It was an exciting event. Highlights included 5 Bald eagles on 

and around Lake Simcoe, Snowy owls (the Echo year) and rarities like single Gray-cheeked 

thrush, Flicker, Osprey, and 8 Red-winged blackbirds, 52 Tundra swans and a Trumpeter swan 

on the lake. Other notable species were Great Black-backed gull, Snowy owl, Merlin, Red-

bellied woodpecker, Raven and Bluebirds. 

Thanks to all community participants and feeder watchers for their efforts on count day. 

Paul Harpley 

Note: More details will be available at the January 13 regular meeting. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Outings: All regular outings – Note: Only paid-up members may participate 

(for insurance compliance). 

2015 
 

Date in January Rouge National Park Winter Bird Count:  Call Paul Harpley to 

register 905-722-8021. Date to be announced later. Area 10 organized by Paul Harpley. 

 

Date late February Deer Census  in Rouge Park National Park: Call Paul Harpley to 

register 905-722-8021. Date to be announced later. Organized by Paul 

Harpley. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Meetings:  All Meetings start at 7:30 p.m. at the York Region Police Building 

Meeting Room (Baseline Road between McCowan and Civic Centre 

Road) unless noted otherwise. Paid up members events (for 

insurance compliance). 

______________________________________________________ 
 



Tuesday, January 13 Northern Lights: The night sky in the autumn is occasionally alive with 

turning, swirling colours in Georgina. We will investigate research and 

report on the aurora borealis here and in the far north. If anyone has good 

pictures please bring them to the meeting. Member researched and 

presentation evening.  

 

Tuesday, February 10 Snowy Owls: As the winter sets in some arctic birds arrive in our area. 

Snowy owls come down from the arctic some years. What do they do in 

their arctic homes, why, when and how do they come south. Member 

researched and presentation evening. 

 

Tuesday, March 10  Sable Island: Club members Hessel and Mary Pape will present an 

illustrated talk on this unique wild place, its history, natural heritage and 

future. Don’t miss this presentation about this mysterious island off the 

east coast of Canada. The previously scheduled November 18 talk was 

shortened due to the snow storm. 

 

 

 
 


